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INTRODUCTION 


As, in the 1960s, the leaderships of the great majority of Communist 
Parties increasingly revealed their departure from Marxist-Leninist 
principles and their adoption of revisionism, many honest revolutionary 
socialists in various coun ries were led to join groups and panes 
declaring their adherence to "The Thought of Mao Tse-tung"’.. hie 


But a careful study of "The Thought of Mao Tse~tung" and of its. pract- 
ical embodiment in the policies of the-Communist Party of China since 1935 
"«eneveals that those who joined such maoist groups and parties in the belief 


aphhet they: were "Marxist-Leninist" were. grossly deceived. 
SF. 


DHE -. OUGHT OF MAO TSE-TUNG” IS A FORM OF REVISIONISM, AND THE "GREAT 
,PROLETARIAN CULTURAL REVOLUTZON" IN CHINA WAS: COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY IN e 
NATURE. * _ 


A preliminery analysis of the "cultural revolution" was made ‘by the 
Marxist-Leninist Organisation of Britain its its "Report on the Situation 
in.the People's Republic of China" issued in January 1968, while the 
““eyltural revolution" was still in progress. ° 


Since then the MLOB, now the Communist League, has been engaged on a 
fmore detailed study of "The Thought of Mao Tse-tung". The first section 
: fs this, now out-of-print, will be republished shortly in COMpass and 
ther sections will follow. The report which follows is a summary of these 
(findings, which bring the 1968 report up-to-date and correct a number of 
inaccuracte formulations in it. e 


Many maoists are reluctant to make an objective examination of "The 
Thought of Mao Tse-tungi', for the same reason that many members of the 
Communist Party of Great Britain are reluctant to make an objective 
exapination of "The British Road to Socialism". To do so would, in fact, 
dispel illusions which they find comforting -- particularly the illusion e 
tHat there exist powerful "Marxist-Leninist" parties ruling over great 
“sqcialist states" to which they can look for guidance. 


/ But the necessity of building a new international Marxist-Leninist 

vement from the roots is not daunting to anyone who has really. absorbed 
irxism-Leninism. For the working class in any country can make-'no sig- 

ificant social advances unless it is led by a Marxist-Leninist party, and e 
{fe historical march of the working class towards socialism makes the 

eation of such parties -- freed ofall revisionist trends and strengthen- - 

‘by the experience of the past sixty years -- inevitable. 


The Communist League 


The aim of the Communist League, which publishes COMbat, COMpass and 
+4)InterCOM, is to build a Marxist-Leninist Party free of all revisionist 
trends. 


Printed and published by: 


Bernard Charnley, 
26, Cambridge Road, 
Ilford, Essex. 


For THE COMMUNIST LEAGUE e 
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e ge . 1. 
REVISIONISM IN CHINA 


The Character of the Chinese Revolution 


In the years immediately prior to 1949, the social. system in China was a 
e semi-colonial, semi-feudal society, as Mao Tse-tung stated: 


"Present-day Chinese society is a colonial, semi-colonial and semi- 
feudal society". 
(Mao Tse-tung: "The Chinese Revolution and the Chinese Communist Barty y 
in: "Selected Works", Volume 23; Peking; 1965; ‘Be 315). 


Thus, the Chinese Revolution was directed, in the first place, at the 
foreign imperialists, the Chinase landlord class and those sections o' 
Chinese canitelist clea d ‘Oreion imperialism (the comprador 
Bourgeoisie): ~~ Pees a a ee 


e % "The chief targets or enénies at this stage of the Chinese revolution 
» + ara. » ths b soicie af the imperialist countries and the landlord 
.class of our country. « « 

The comprader big bourgeoisie is a class which directly serves the 
capitalists of the imperialist countries and is nurtured by them; 
countless ties link it cloeciy with the feudal forces in the countryside. 

e Therefore, it is a target of the Chinese revolution". 
(Mao Tse-tung: -ibid.; pe 315, 320). 


inted Revolution 


The Seay =e of Marxist~Leninists is to lead the working class to carry 
e through a socialist evoluts by which the working class will become the 
ruling class in -aeeisty ant a zoread to construct socialism. 


ch as China, however, the revolutionary 


In-a colonial-type <:! 
st that of national-democratic revolution 


process embraces two siicc' 
and that of socialist sei 


"Every Communist ought to know that, taken as a whole, the Chinese 
revolutionary movement icd by tha Communist Party embraces the tuo stages; 
i.e., the democratic and the socielist revolutions, which are two 
» essentially different revolv y processes, and that the second 

process can be cazriad thnouch only after the first has been completed. 

e The democratic revolution is the nscessary preparation for the socialist 
revolution, and tho scci st revolution is the inevitablesequel ta the 
democratic revolution 


(Mao Teo-tung: ibices p. 330-1). 


process in a col. 
can procoed w. 
rovolution: 


ruption to carry throug! ja socialis 


"While the demacratic petty bourgeois wish to bring tho revolution 
e to a conclusion as quic'’:ly as possible and with the achiovement at most 
‘of the above dezends, it is ovr intorest and our task to make the 
revolution permancnt, until all moro ot less possessing classes have 
“boon displaced from domination, until the proletariat has conquored 
state powor". 
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2. 


(K. Marx and F. Engels: "Address of the Central Council to tho Communist 
Loaguc", in: K. Marx: "Solected Works", Voluma 2; London; 1943; p. 161) 


"From tha democratic revolution we shall at onco, according to tho 
dogree of our. strongth, tho strongth of tho class-conscious and organisod 
prolotariat, begin to pass ovor to tho Socialist rovolution. We stand for 
continuous revolution. Wo shall not stop half way". 

(V. I. Lonins "Tho Attitudo of Social-Domocracy toward tho Poasant Movo~ 
mont", ani aol ee ead liexke", Volume 3; London; 1946; p. 145). 


“Tho prolotariat will immodiatoly utiliso this liboration of bourgeois 
Russia‘ from tsarism;. from tho agrarian powor of the landlords, . . to bring 
about the socialist rovolution"s 
(V. I. Lonmin: "Tho Two Lincs of tho Revolution", ins "Solocted Works", 
Volumo~5; Londons undatads p. 163). . ‘ 


commenting on 1 this last: passago, Stalin says: 


"This, thon, is the position in regard to Lonin's idoa of the 
-bourgsosis-domocratic revolution passing into the prolotarian rovolution, 
for the ‘immediate! transition to the prolotarian rovolution". 

(3. V. Stalin: "The Foundations of Leninism", ins "Loninism"; . London; 
1942;.:p. 26). 


and adds: ete on . 

"The horoos of tho Socond Intornational assorted (and continue to 
assert) that botwoon the bourgeois-domocratic rovolution and tho proletarian 
rovolution, thora is a chasm, or at any rato a Chinoso Wall, soparating ono 
from the othor by a moro or loss protracted interval of timo, during which 
the bourgcoisio’. . dovolops capitalism. . . This interval is usually 
calculated:to oxtend, over many decades, if not longer. It is hardly 
necossary to provo that this Chinose Wall 'thoory' is totally dovoid of* 
sciontific moaning undor the conditions of imporialism, that it is and 
can bo only a means of concoaling and camouflaging tho countar=neveluttonary 
aspirations of the bourgooisio". orate 7 
(J. V. Stalin: ibid.; p. 22). 


The Communist Intornational correctly applicd this Marxist-Leninist strategy 
and tactics to colonial-typo countrios such as Chinas . 


“"As a rulo transition to the dictatorship of the proletariat in these 
(i.c., colonial-type. -- Ed.) countries will bo possible only through a 
sories of. preparatory stages, as the outcome of a wholo poriod of 
transformation of bourgoois-domocratic rovolution into socialist revolution". 


(Programme of tho Communist Intornational; London; p. 41) 


Thus, tho concopt that betwoon a national-domocratic revolution led by tho 
jorking class and:tho socialist revolution in a colonial-type country thero must 
ea significant poriod:of ‘capitalism -- a "Chinoso 80 Wall", as Lenin put it -- 
is: tomplotely. contrary to Marx t_stratogy and tactics: 


"To attompt to raiso an artificial Chinoso wall botwoon tho first and 
* socond:revolutions’. . . is monstrously to distort Marxism, to, vulgariso 
it; to put’ liboralism in its placo. It moans smuggling in a roactionary 
defence of: tho bourgooisio against tho socialist proletariat". 
(Ve. Lé Loni "Tho Prolotarian. Rovolution and tho Ranogado Kautekyits ins 
"Soloctod Works", Volumo 7; London; 1946; p. 191). 
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3. 
e "This Chinoso Wall 'thoory’ . . is and can only bo a moans of 
concealing and camouflaging tho countor-rovolutionary aspirations of 
the bourgeoisie". - 
(3. V. Stalins, "Tho Foundations of Loninism", in: "Loninism"; 
London; 19423; p. 22). 
i Tho Inevitable Dosortion of tho National Capitalist Class 


The national. capitalist class is that soction of tho capitalist class 
in a colonial-typo country which -- in contrast to tho othor suction, tho 
comprador capitalist class, which is tied to and dopondont upon foreign 

e Imporialism -- has its sconomic and | political intorosts held back by tho 
domination of the country by foroign in inporialism and so has an intorost_in 
carrying through tho national-dem 


"With tho growth of tho rovolutionary movomont (in colonial- 

typo countrios -- Ed.) the . . bourgcoisio in such countries is 

e splitting up into two parts, a revolutionary part .‘°s and a 
compromising part (tho big bourgeoisio), of which tho first is 
continuing tho rovolutionary strugglo (against foreign imporialism. -- 
Ed.), whoroas tho second is ontoring a bloc with imperialism". AS 
(3. V. Stalin: "The Political Tasks of tho Univorsity of tho 
Peoples of the East", in: "Works", Volumo 7; Moscow; 1954; p. 147). 


In the first phaso of tho national-domocratic revolution, when loadership 
of tho rovolition is in the hands of the national capitalist class, tho party 
of tho working class should attompt to form an allianco with this lattor class: 


"In tho first stago (of tho national-domocratic revolution in China 
e -- Ed.) the driving forco of the movement was the national bourgooisioc, 
bourgeois intellectuals and studonts, which sought support in the ranks 
of tho proletariat and the potty bourgosisio. 

In the second stage tho character of the movomont changed . «3 tha 
working class (particularly tha industrial prolotariat) appeared on tho 
arona as a political factor of first class importance. 

e » The proletariat is forming a bloc with tho peasantry . . , with tho 
potty, urban bourgooisio and a soction of tho capitalist bourgsoisio". 
(Rosolution on the Chinoso Situation, 7th. Plonum ECCI, ins 
"Intornational Press Corrospondenco", Volume 7; 1927; pe 231). 


But a pro-roquisito of tho transformation of tho national-domocratic 
e@ rovolution in a colonial-typo country into a socialist rovolution is that tho 
working class should win the loadership of the national- domocratic r rovolution 
From tho national capitalist class: a gn aainii 


"In tho colonios and somi-colonices whoro tho proletariat is tho 
loador of and commands hogomony in tho strugglo, tho consistont bourgeois~ 
e domocratic rovolution will grow into prolotarian rovolution in proportion 
as tho strugglo devolops end bocomes moro intonso". 
("The Programmo of tho Communist Intornational"; London; 1932; 
p. 40, 42). . 


"Tho quostion of tho hegomony of tho proletariat in such (colonial- 
e typo -- Ed.) countries, and of frooing tho massos of the people from tho 
influonco of tho compromising national bourgooisio, is becoming moro 
and more urgont". 
(3. V. Stalin: "Tho Political Tasks of tho Univorsity of tho Pooplos 
of the East", in: "Works", Volumo 7; Moscow; 1954; p. 147). 
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4. 
But the working class can win tho hogomony of tho natdional- 
domocratic rovolution only by class strugglo against tho national 
capitalist class: oe 


"Eithor the national bourgooisio smashes tho prolotariat .. 

or the prolotariat pushos aside tho national bourgeoisio, 
consolidates its hogomony and assumes tho load of tho vast massos 
of working pooplo in town and country, in order to ovorcomo tho he 
rosistanco of tho national bourgeoisic, sccure the complote 
victory of tho bourgoois-domocratic rovolution, and thon gradually 
convert it into a socialist rovolution, with all tho conssquonces 
following from that. 

One or tho other". + 
(3. V. Stalin: "Questions of tho Chinoso Revolution", in: "Works", 
Volumo 9; Moscow; 1954; p. 225). 


If tho’ Marxist-Loninist etratagy. and tactics is pursucd corroctly.and:: 
successfully, so that tho working class is soon to be winning tho loadorship- * 
of tho national-domocratic rovolution, thon tho national capitalist class 
will inovitably dosort tho national-domocratic rovolution and pass ovor 
to tho sido of tho countor-revolution, proferring a subordinato oxploiting 
position undor impcrialist. domination to tho prospoct of losing its 
emlotting REOMES altogother undor socialism: ‘ 


"Now tho movement. is at tho beginning of tho third stago-. ene 
In this stago tho'.driving forcos of the mevemont will bo,a bloc of}; 

‘a still moro revolutionary naturo -- of the prolotariat, peasantry 
and urban potty bourgooisice « « 

The industrial bourgooisio marchod with the national rovolutionary 
movomant so long as it prosorvod puroly a bourgoois-democratic 7 ‘ 
character, but on tho first signs of rovolution (i.c., lod by- the 
working ‘class -- Ed.) they oithor dosort tho rovolutionary causo ~ 
or manoouvro to sabotago it". 

(Resolution on the Chinese Situation, 7th. Plenum ECCI, in: 
"Intornational Press Correspondance", Volume 7; 1927; pe 231). 


Any policy on the part of tho Party which tonds ta damp down tho class 
strugglo of the working-class against tho national capitalist class for the 
Sako of maintaining an alliance with this lattor class is an extromely 
arnPul right doviation from Marxist-Leninist stratogy and tactics: ~ 


"Tho political solf-dotormination of tho Chinoso Communists 
will devolop in the strugglo . . against Right Liquidationism, 
which ignoros tho independont class tasks of tho Chineso proletariat 
and loads to a formloss merging. with the genoral domocratic 
national movomont". 

(Resolution of ,the 6th.- Plenum, ECCI, cited inte J.;V. Stalin: 
"The International Situation and tho Doefenco of tho’ USSR", ins 
"Works", Volumo 10; Moscow; 1954; p. 25). 


"I know that.among tho Chinoso Communists thoro aro comrades 
i who do not approve of workors going on striko for an improvomont of 
thoir matorial conditions and logal status, and who try to dissuado 
the workers from striking. That is a groat mistako, comrados; it 
is a very sorious undorostimation of tho rolo and importanco of 
tho Chinoso prolotariat . . . It would bo a groat mistako if tho 
Chinoso Communists failod to tako advantago of tho prosont 
favourable situation to assist tho workors to improvo thoir 
matorial conditions and logal status, ovon through strikos. 
Othorwiso, what purposo doos tho rovolution in China sorvo? 
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5. 


Tho prolotariat cannot bo a loading forco if during strikes its 
sons are floggod and torturod by agonts of imporialism". 

(3. V. Stalin: “Tho Prospucts of tho Rovolution in China", ins 
"Works", Volumo 8; Moscow; 1954; p. 389). 


tho workors' strugglo to improvo thoir conditions would be wrong." 
(Diroctivo of Presidium of ECCI to CPC, cited int: J. V. Stalin: 
"Tho Intornational Situation and the Dofonco of the USSR", in: 
"Works", Volume 10; Moscow; 954; p. 20). 


" "A goncral policy of rotroat in tho towns and of curtailing 


"Tho ECCI decisivoly donios any opposition betwoon the tasks 
e of tho national rovolution and tho tasks of tho prolotarian class 
“ struggle. It believos that such an attitude . . is nothing but a 
rejection of the hagomony of tho prolotariat in tho dcomocratic 
Chinese Revolution". 
(Resolution on the Chineso Question, 8th. Plenum ECCI, ins "“IKKI ” 
i VKP (b) po kitaiskomu voprosu (osnovnye roshoniya)" (ECCI and 
e RCP (b) on tho Chineso Quostion (Principal Decisions); Moscow; 
1927; p. 169). 


The Democratic Dictatorship of tho Working Class 
te a ea 
Becauso of ‘the inovitablo dosortion of tho national capitalist 
class from tho national-domocratic rovolution if the working class 
gain tho loadership of this revolution, the form of stato astablishod 
by tho victory of a national-domocratic rovolution lod by tho working 
class will bo tho domocratic dictatorship of tho working class and 
e poasantry in tho form of Soviots: 


"Tho future rovolutionary govornmont in China will in 
genoral’ resemble in character the government wo usod to talk about 
in our country in 1905, that is, somothing in the naturo of a 
domocratic dictatorship of tho prolotariat and tho poasantry, 
e with tho difforonce, however, that it will bo first and foromost 

“an anti-imporialist govornmont". 

“(3. V. Stalin: "Tho Prospocts of tho Revolution in China", ins 
"Works", Volumo 8; Moscow; 1954; p. 382). 


"Now, if tho movomont gains succoss, Soviets can bocomo 
e and actually will bocomo tho main forco that will rally around 
S itself tho workers and peasants of China". 
(3, V. Stalin: "Tho Political Comploxion of the Russian Opposition", 
in: "Works", Volumo 10; Moscow; 1954; p. 162). 4 
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"The special conditions of tho rovolutionary strugglo 
provailing in colonial and somi-colonial countrios . . imposo 
upon tho Communist Partios of thoso countrics a numbor of spocial 
tasks, which aro proparatory stages to the genoral tasks of tho 
dictatorship of tho prolotariat. Tho Communist Intornational 
considors tho following to be tho most important of theso spocial 
tasks: : 


_ 1) to overthrow the rule of foroign imperialism, of the 
foudal rulers and of tho landlord buroaucracy; 
2) to ostablish tho domocratic dictatorship of tho 
prolotariat and the poasantry on a Sovict basis". 
("Programmo of tho Communist Intornational"; London; 1932; p. 41). 


Mao and tho National Capitalists 


In 1927 the Chineso national capitalist class doserted the national~ 
domocratic revolution and wont ovor to tho sido of tho counter-~ ~~ 
Fovolution -- this desertion boing signifiod by the coup d'etat 
headed by Chiang Kai-shok in this yoar: 


"Tho course of ovonts has completely justified the Sovonth 
Enlarged Plenum's prodiction that the bourgooisio would desort 
the united national-rovolutionary front and go ovor to tho sido of 
the countor-rovolution. 

This process was oxprossod in tho countor-revolutionary coup 
of Chiang Kai-shok and a number of other gonorals". 

(Rosolution on tho Chinoso Quostion, 8th. Plonum ECCI, ins 

"TKKI i VKP(b) po kitaiskomu voprosu (osnovnyo reshoniya)" 

(ECCI and RCP (b) on the Chincso Question (Principal Docisions) ; 
Moscow; 1927; p. 159). 


Tho principal causo of this defection was tho dovolopm t_of tho 


class strugglo of tho vorkors end peasants: 


"The principal roason for tho troachory of the bourgooisic and 
Chiang Kai-shok was tho unfolding mass movement of the working class 
a peasantry and tho succossos of the Chineso Communist Party". 

Ibid). 


The policy of the faction hoaded by Meo Tso~tung towards tho national 
capitalists was oxprossod clearly in 1935, after tho faction had gainod 
control of the leadership of the Communist Party of China, as ono of 
"yinning back tho national capitalist class to tho national-domocratic 
revolution": 


"The national bourgooisio . . desortod to the enamy of the peoplo, 
tho Chiang Kai-shok clique. The quostion is whother there is any 
possibility that this class will undorgo a chango in tho presont 
circumstances. We think there is. « « 

Tho task of tho Party is to form a rovolutionary national 
united front by combining the activitios . . of tho workors, 
tho poasants, tho students, the potty bourgooisio and the national 
bourgeoisie throughout tho country." 

(Mao Tso-tung: "On Tactics against Japanoso Imporialism", ins 
"'Solactod Works", Volumo 1; Poking; 1964; p. 155, 161). 


In tho prosont circumstances thero is a possibility that the 
bourgooisic will onco again cooporate with us and join in tho 
resistance to Japon, anc tho party of tho prolotariat should 
thoroforo not ropol thom but wolcome thom and rovivo its allianco 


with thom". 
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(Mao Tso-tung: "Tho Tasks of tho Chinoso Communist Party in tho 
Poriod of Resistanco to Japon", in: "Soloctod Works", Volume 1; 
e Pokings 1964; p. 272). 


"The middlo bourgooisia constitutos tho Tmaeveral Bourgoolsicy 
+ e’+ This is a stratum wo must win ovor". 
(Mao Tso-tung: "Curront Probloms of Tactics in tho Anti- ‘Japaneso 
be aay in: "Solocted Works", Volumo 2; Poking; 1965; 
p. 423). ; Pi : 


< "Tho task of tho proletariat.is to form a unitod front 

with tho national bourgeoisio". 

(Mao Tse-tung: "On Now Domocracy", in: "Solocted Works", Volumo 23 
Poking; 1965; pe 348). 


But wo havo secon that tho national capitalist class dosortod tho 
national-domocratic rovolution bocauso the working class was gaining 
tho leadorship of this revolution and so opening tho way to its 
transformation into a socialist rovolution which would ond tho 
oxploitation of tho working class by tho capitalist class. 


“Tho national capitalist class could, thoroforo, bo "won back to 
tho national-domocratic rovolution" only if it could bo assurod of 
leadorship of this rovolution, only if it could be satisfied that 
its oxploitation of the working class would continuc:after tho victory 
of the national-domocratic revolution, only.if it could bo satisfied _ 
e that it and not the working class would dominato tho state which would 
be sot up after the victory of tho national-domocratic rovolutions 


Tho faction hoaded by Mao Tso-tung gavo theso assurancos to tho 


national capitalist clase. 


e = Aftor the victory of ‘the national-domocratic rovolution, as lod by 
a Communist Party hcaded by the faction headed by Mao Tse-tung, the 
national capitalist cless was assurod it it would be o C 


jevolop capitalism for an indofinite period: 


"Tho poople's republic . . so far from confiscating tho 

e national bourgcoisio's industrial and commercial onterprisos, . . 
will encourage their dovolopmont. Wo shall protoct overy national 
capitalist who doos not support tho imporialists or tho Chincso 
traitors. . . Tho labour laws of the pooplo's ropublic will 
protect tho intorosts of tho workers, but will not provont tho 
national bourgeoisic from making profits or dovoloping thoir 

e industrial and commercial entorprisos, because such dovolopmont 
is bad for imporialism and good for tho Chinoso pooplo". 
(Mao Tso-tung: "On Tactics against Japanoso Imporialism", ins 
"Soloctod Works", Volume 1; Poking; 1964; p. 169). 


. "It is not at all surprising but ontircly to bo expoctod 

e that a capitalist oconomy will dovolop to a cortain oxtont within 
Chinoso socioty with the swooping away of the obstaclos to the 
dovolopmont of capitalism aftor tho victory of tho rovolution, 
sinco tho purpose of tho Chinoso rovolution at tho prosont stago 
is to chango the oxisting colonial, somi-colonial and somi-feudal 
stato of socicty. . . A cortain dogroo of capitalist dovolopmont 

e will bo an inovitablo result of tho victory of the domocratic 
rovolution in cconomically backward China". 
Mao Tso~tung: "The Chinoso Rovolution and the Chinoso Communist 
Party", in: "Solocted Works", Volumo 2; Poking; 1965; p. 329). 
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"The republic will neither confiscate capitalist privata property 
in gsneral nor forbid the devolopment of such capitalist production as 
does not 'dominato tho livolihood of the poople', for China's economy 
is still vory backward. . . . 

A rich peasant (i.e, rural capitalist -~ Ed.,) economy will be 
allowod :in. the rural aroas." i z a + 
(Mao Tse-tung: "On Now Domocracy", in: "Selected Works" 
Peking; 1965; p. 353). am - 


‘Volume 25 


"We should not mistakenly carry over tho strugglo against 
capitalist ideas within the Party to the fiold of social economy and 
oppose. the capitalist sector of the economy". : ‘ 

(Mao Tso-tung: Postcript to "Rural Survoys", in: -'Solected Works", 
Volumo 3: Poking; 11965; p. 15). : 56 eG : 


"Soma poople suspoct that tho Chinese Communists aro opposed to 
the dovolopment of individual initiative, the growth of privato. capital 
and the protoction of private property, but they are mistakon. «+. It: 
is tho vory task of the Now Domocracy we advocato ... to guarantee 
that tho pooplo can. . frooly develop such private capitalist economy 
as will bonefit and not 'dominato the livolihood of tho pooplo', and to 
protoct all appropriate forms of privato proporty. « « 

The substitution of a certain dogroc of capitalist dovolopment for 
the oppression of foroign imporialism and domestic foudalism is not 
only an advance but an unavoidablo process. It bonefits tho prolotariat 
as woll as tho bourgooisio, and the former porhaps mora... « Indcod, 
wo havo too littlo of capitalism. . . Undor tho stato systom of now 
domocracy in China it will bo necossary in tho intorests of social 
progross to facilitato tho dovolopmont of tho private capitalist soctor 
of the economy." 

(Mao Tso-tung: "On Coalition Governmont", in: "Solected Works", 
Volumo 3; Poking; 1965; p. 281, 283). Sa 


"In viow of China's oconomic backwardnoss, oven aftor tho country~ 
wido victory of the rovolution, it will still bo nocossary to pormit 
tho existence for a long timo of a capitalist soctor of the oconomy. ».« 
This capitalist soctor will still bo an indisponsablo part of tho f 
wholo national economy". 

(Mao Tso-tung: "Tho Prosent Situation and our Tasks", ins 

"Solocted Works", Volumo 4; Poking; 1961; pe 168). 

"At prosont tho-."Loft' doviations consist chiofly in oncroaching 
on tho intorosts of:.:' the national bourgooisio". ¢ Be 

(Mao Tse-tung: "A Circular on tho Situation", in: "Soloctod Works", 
Volume 4; Poking; 1961; p. 219)e:. .° 


“Bocauso: China's economy is still backward, thore will bo neod, 
for a fairly: long poriod aftor tho victory of the revolution, to mako 
uso of tho positive qualitios of urban and rural private capitalism 
as far as possible, in the intorest of dovoloping tho national oconomy. 
In this poriod, all capitalist olomonts in tho citios and countryside 
which. are not harmful but boneficial to tho national oconomy should bo 
allowod to oxist and oxpand. This is not only unavoidablo but also 
economitally nocossary". 5 
(Mao Tso-tung: Roport to tho Sccond Plonary Session of tho Seventh 
Contral-Committco of tho Communist Party of China, ins "Solectcod 
Works", Volume 4; Poking; 1961; pe. 367-8). . 


Thus, tho socialist rovolution bocame, for tho faction’ hoaded by Mao 
Tse-tung, something for tho far-distant future, not oven to bo soriously 
discussod at the prosont timo: 
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"In tho future tho-democratic rovolution will inovitably bo 
transformod into a socialist rovolution. As to whon tho transition - 
will tako placo, that will depend on tho prosence of tho necossary 
conditions, and it may..tako quite a long timo. Wo should not hold 
forth about transition until all tho nocossary political and 
oconomic conditions aro prosont. . .« Comparod with Russia, China 
will find it moro difficult, and roquiro much moro timo and offort, 
to complote hor domocratic revolution politically and oconomically". 
(Mao Tso-tung: "On-Tactics against Japanoso Imporialism", in: 
"Soloctod Works", Volumo:1; Poking; 1964; p. 170)< 


In ordor"to win back tho national capitalist class to tho national- 
democratic rovolution", theroforo, tho faction hoadod by Mao Tse-tung, in 
flagrant violation of Marxist-Loninist principlos with rogard to the 
rovolutionary procoss in colonial-typo countrios, promised the national 
capitalists that botwcon tho national-domocratic revolution, (as lod by 
tho faction hoaded by Mao Tso-tung), and tho Socialist Revolution, there 
would bo. for a "long" and indofinito period, a "Chineso Wall", of capital- 
isme be 


On tho adoption of this policy tho faction headed by Mao Tso-tung 
bocamo. a rovisionist faction, and tho Communist Party of China after its 


party objoctivoly sorving tho intorosts, not of tho Chinoso’ working class, 
but of tho Chinoso national capitalist class. 


The "Now Domocratic Stato" 


Tho faction headed by Mao Tso-tung also assured tho national 
capitalist class that tho state to bo sot up aftor the victory of a 
national-domocratic revolution carriod out in accordanco with "Tho 
Thought of Mao Tso-tung" would bo, not tho domocratic dictatorship of 
tho working class and poasantry callod for by Marxist-Loninist principlos, 
Buta “now domocratic state” in which ropresontativos of tho national 
capitalist class would play a prominent Tolo: = 


"What will bo tho composition of tho new democratic ropublic? 
e It will consist of tho prolotariat, tho poasantry, the urban potty 
bourgcoisic and all those in tho country who agroo with tho national 
and domocratic rovolution; it will bo' tho allianco of those classos 
in the national and domocratic rovolution. Tho saliont fcaturo horo 
is tho inclusion of tho bourgooisio. . . 

It was correct to put forward tho slogan of a workors’ and 
peasants' domocratic ropublic in the past, and it is correct to drop 
it today". 

3 (Mao Tso-tung: "The Tasks of tho Chinoso Communist Party in tho 
 Poriod of Rosistanco to Japan", ins "Soloctod Works", Volumo 13; 
Poking; 1964: p. 271-2). 


"Our government ropresents not only tho workors and poasants but 
tho wholo nation. . . Tho prosont situation roquiros us to change our 
slogan into ono of a people's ropublic. Tho reason is that .. it is 
now possible:not only for tho petty bourgooisio but oven for tho 
national bourgooisic to join tho anti-Japanoso strugglo". 

(Mao Tso-tung: "On Tactics against Japancso Imporialism", in: 
"Solocted Works", Volumo 1; Poking; 1964; p. 168). 


"In peoplo's reprosentativo conforoncos at various lovels wo 
must, whorevor possible, includo roprosontativos of all domocratic 
strata -- workors, poasants, indopondont craftsmon, profossionals, 
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intolloctuals, national bourgoois industrialists and morchants and 
onlightoned gontry". 

(Mao Tso=tung: Spooch at a Conforonco of Cadres in tho Shansi- 
Ea Aroa", ins "Soloctod Works", Volume 4; Poking; 
pe. 231). 


. “Who aro the poaplo? At tho prosont stago in China, they aro tho 
working class, the poasantry, tho urban potty bourgcoisio and tho 
national bourgooisic. Thoso classos. . unito to form their own stato". 
(Mao Tso-tung: "On tho Pooplo's Democratic Dictatorship", in: 
"Solocted Works", Voluma 4; Poking; 1961; p. 417). - 


This stato will "adjust tho intorosts of labour and capital" so as 
to guarantco "Logitimato profits™ to tho” capitalists: ~~ 


"The policy of adjusting tho intorosts of labour and capital 
will bo adopted undor tho now-domocratic stata systom. On tho ono 
hand, it will protect the intorests of the workers. .; on the other 
hand, it will guarantco logitimate profits to proporly managed stato, 
private and cooporative onterprises -- so that both tho public and 
tho private soctors and both labour and capital will work togethor e 
to dovelop industrial production." 

(Mao Tse-tung: "On Coalition Government", in: "Selected Works", 
Volume 3; Poking; 1965; p. 304). x 


Any conception that tho "new domocratic stato" should favour tho = 
welfare of tho working class at tho oxponse of tho profits of the capital- e 
ist class must bo opposod as a harmful, ono-sided "leftist doviation" from 
"Tho Thought of Mac Tse-tung": ~ cameos SR ae 


"A sharp distinction should also be made betwoen the correct 
policy of dovoloping production, promoting economic prosperity, 
giving consideration to both public and privato interests and 
benefitting both labour and capital, and the one-sided and narrow- 
minded policy of 'roliof' which purports to uphold tho workers 
welfaro but in fact damages industry and commorco and impairs tho 
causo of the pooplo's revolution". N ‘ = 
(Mao Tso-tung: "On tho Policy concerning Industry and Commerce", 
in: "“Solectod Works", Volumo 4; Poking; 1961; p. 202). e 


: "At present the 'Loft' doviations consist chiefly in. « 
laying ono-sided stress in the labour movemant on the immediate 
interests of the workers". 
(Mao Tse-tung: "A Circular on tho Situation", in: “Selected Works", 
_ Volume 4; Poking; 1961; p. 219). 


Tho result of rejection of such "loftist doviations" from "The Thought 
of Mao Tso=tung" is seon in tho roal wage position of the Chineso workers: 


“Wages riso moro slowly than labour productivity. . « 
Botwoon 1953 and 1955 labour productivity in various 
branches of industry roso by 41.8% but tho real wages of tho 
workers roso by a moro 6.9%", 
“(Liu Tzu-chiu: "Wago Roform in China", in: "Pooplo's China", 
Octobor 16th, 1956; p. 13). 


Truo, tho workors will bo oncouraged to take part -- along tho linos 
of contomporary "industrial domocracy" -- in joint production committocs 
with the ropresontativos of tho capitalist class, but thoir aim will bo 
to "reduce costs, incroaso output and stimulat alos" 
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"Under the local government's leadorship, workors and 
capitalists should be lod to organiso joint committcos for tho 
managomont of productioni‘and to do everything possible to 
reduco costs, incroaso output and stimulate sales so as to attain 
tho objectives of giving consideration to both public and private 
interests, bonefitting both labour and capital". 
(Mao Tso-tung: "On the Policy Concorning Industry and Commorco", 
ins "Solocted Works", Volumo 4; Poking; 1961; p- 203). 


It is truo that it is said that leadorship in tho "now domoeratic 
state" will bo in tho hands, not of tho National capitalist class but of 
the working ¢ clas 3 


"The pooplo's democratic dictatorship neods the leadorship 
of tho working class... 

The national bourgooisic cannot bo the loador of the rovolution, 
nor should it havo tho chiof role in stato power". 
(Mao Tso-tungs "On the Pooplo's Domocratic Dictatorship", in: 
"Solectod Vorks",*Volume 4; Poking; 1961; ps 421). 


But ono must ask if this is moro demagogic propaganda dosigned to 
decoivo tho workers or whothor it was intondod that tho working class 
should play in reality tho loading role in tho "naw domocratic" stato, 
This will bo discussed in the noxt soction. 


It was onvisagod that the "new democratic" state would romain 
basically unchanged for "soveral docades": 


"Our goneral programmo of Now Domocracy will remain 
unchanged throughout tho stago of tho Dourgeais-denoonatie 
revolution, that is, for sovoral decades". 

(Mao, Tso-tung: "On Coalition Govornmont", in: "Soloctod Works", 
Volumo 3; Poking; 1965; pe 285). 


It remains to noto that by 1957 the "now dumocratic" stato =~. 
in which tho national capitalist class at least played a prominent 
rolo -- was boing describod as "tho equivalont of tho dictatorship 
of tho working class": 


"Tho poople's democratic distatorship in China is in 
essonco the dictatorship of tho proletariat". 
(Shen Chih-yuan: "Long-Term Coexistenco and Mutual Suporvision 
of Partics", in: "Pooplo's China", March 16th, 1957; p, 6). 


"The dictatorship of tho proletariat in our country rosts on 
firm foundations and our socialist stato powor is unshakablo". 
(Chou En-lai: Roport on tho Work of tho Governmont, ins "Main 
Documonts of the Third National Congross of the Pooplo's Republic 
of China"; Poking; 1965; p. 2G). 


Mao And Tho Hogomony of tho Working Class 


In opposition to tho Marxist-Loninist strategy and tactics of tho 
national-domocratic rovolution, which call for tho working class to 
strivo to gain tho loading rolo in that rovolution, in his carlior 
writings Mao Tse-tung blatantly favoured tho loading rolo boing takon 
by tho morchants: 


"Tho national rovolution . . is tho task of the pooplo as 
auholo . . . But bocause of historical nocossity and current 
tondoncics, tho work for which tho morchants should bo rosponsiblo 
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in the national revolution is both more urgent and more important 
than tho work that tho rest of tho people should take upon thom- 
salvos. « « 

The broador the organisation of merchants, tho groator will 
bo their influcnco, tho greater will be thoir ability to load the 
poople of tho wholo country, and the moro rapid the success of 
the rovolution." 

(Mao’Tso-tung: "The Peking 'Coup d'Etat' and tho Merchants", 
in: “Hsiang-tao chou-pao" (Guido Weokly), No. 31-2; July 11th, 
1923; p. 233-4). 


This’ article doos not appear in "Soloctod Works". 


. In 1926 Mao’ allottod tho working class only a "major" rolo in tho 
national-domocratic rovolution: si 


"Though! not vory numorous, tho industrial prolotariat has 
bocome, a major forco in the national rovolutionary movomont", 
(Mac Tso-tung? “Analysis of tho Various Classos in Chinoso 
Socioty"; i ‘tChung-kuo nung-min" !Tho Chinoso Peasant), 

‘Volume 1, Nos 2; Fobruary 1st, 1926). 


In the rovisod version published in "Soloctod Works" tho words 
"a major force" have boon amended to "tho leading force", tho sontonco 
has boon amplified and a second reforenco to the working class as 
"tha loading forco" in the revolution has boon inserted in a later 
paragraph: A . 


_ "Though not very numorous, the industrial proletariat 
represonts China's now productivo forcos, is tho most progressive 
class in modern China and has bocomo the loading force in tho e 
revolutionary movomont. « « 

““Tha leading forco in our rovolution is tho industrial 
prolotariat". r 
(Mao Tso-tung: "Analysis of tho Classes in Chinoso Socicty", ins 
"Soloctod Works", Volumo 13 Poking; 1964; p. 18, 49). 


Lator, theroforo, Mao put forward in words the Marxist-Loninist 
principlo that tho national-domocratic revolution, and the stato , 
established’ eftor the victory of that rovolution, should bo under the 
loadorship of tho working class: 


"Who are the poople? At tho prosent stago in China, thoy e 
are tho working class, the poasantry, tho urban potty bourgooisie 
and tho national bourgeoisie. Those classos, lod by the working 
class and tho Communist Party, unitc to form their own stata. » « 
The peoplo's democratic dictatorship neods the leadorship 
of tho working class . . . Tho national bourgeoisie cannot be tho 
Jeader of tho revolution and should not have the chief role in state e 
powor". 
(Mao Tso-tung: "On Poople's Domocratic Dictatorship", in: 
"Sclocted Works", Volumo 4; Poking; 1965; p. 417, 421). 


But tho practico of the faction hoadod by Mao Tse-tung 
corresponded with flao's words at the timo in rejecting tho leading e 
role of the working class in tho national-democratic revolution. 
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In opposition to tho Marxist-Leninist stratogy and tactics of 
national-domocratic revolution in a colonial-typo country, which 
roquira tho working class to win tho leadership of the revolution 
from tho national capitalist class by class struggle against tho 
Tattor class, the faction headed by Mao Tse-tung maintained that the 


class strugglo must be subordinatod to "tho national struggle", 


ivo., to tho maintonanco of the national united Front: 


"To subordinato tho class struggle to tho presont national » 
struggle against Japan =~ such is tho fundamental principle 
of tho united front." 
(Mao Tso-tung:. "The Quostion of Indopondonca and Initiative 
within tho United Front", in: "Soloctod Works", Volume 2; 
Peking; 19653. p. 215). ni 

"Tho interosts of the class struggle must bo ‘subordinated: 
to, and must not conflict with, the interosts of tho War of 
Rosistanco. . . We do not’ deny the class struggle, wo adjust it. 
+ « Unity against Japan requires an appropriato policy of 
adjustmont in class rolations, a policy which does not leavo 
tho labouring people without political and material safeguards 
but also gives consideration to tho interests of tho rich, i. 
theroby mooting tho demands of solidatory against tha enemy". 
(Mao Tse-tung: . "Tho Role of the Chinoso .Communist Party in tho 
National War", inz “Solectod Works", Volume 2; Poking; 1965; 
p. 200-1). a . 


The faction headed by Mao Tse=tung sought, in fact, to: damp 
down the class strugglo of the working class against the fational 
capitalist | class: <a x Ley 

"As for mass work in the cities ‘during that period, tho 
e principal policies should havo boen those advocated by Comrade 
Liu Shao-chi, the exponent of the correct line for work in: tho 
White aroas, namely, to act chiofly in the defensive (and not 
on tho offensive)... « : 25 
Comrade Liu ShaoOchi's ideas on tactics for work in the 
White arcas aro likowiso a model. . . Comrade Liu Chao-chi 
e advoczted systematic organisation of our rotroat and defence. 
*(Rosolution on Cortain Quostions in tho History of Our Party, 
ins Mao Tso-tung: "Solected Works", Volume 3; Poking; 1965; 
p. 198, 202). 


4 é 
In its fully developod form, far from upholding the hegomony 
of the working class in the national-democratic revolution ina 
colonial-type country, tho "Thought of Mao Tso-tung" envisages 
the urban working class playing a moro or loss passive rolo in this 
rovolution. It puts forward for all colonial-typo countrios tho 
arspoctive of tho national-domocratic rovolution taking tho form 
aisere intrysido"; > 


jo oncirclomont o 0 towns from tho countrysido"™: 


"Comrade Mao Tse-tung's thoory of . . tho encirclomont of 
the citios from the countryside is of outstanding and univorsal 
practical importanco for the presont rovolutionary strugglos of 
all the opprossed nations and pooplos, and particularly for tho 
revolutionary strugglos of tho opprossod nations and peoplos in 
Asia, Africa and Latin Amorica against imperialism and its 
lackoys". 

(Lin Piao: "Long Livo tho Victory of Pooplo's War!"; Poking; 
1965; p. 47-8). 
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And the army which is to bring about this oncirclemont and 
“liberation™ of tho towns, i.c., of the urban working class, 
is to bo composed, in its ovorwholming majority, of poasants 


and "lumpen™ clomonts. 


. “tLumpen' olomonts form tho majority of tho Rod Army 
soldiors". 
(Mao Tso-tung: Chung-kuo kung-chan-tang hung-chun ti-ssu-chun 
ti-chiu-tzu tai-piao ta-hui chush-i~an i-chiu-orh-chiu nion, 
shib-orh yuoh, Min-hsi, Ku-tion hui (Resolutions for tho Ninth e 
Conferonco of. Dologatos from tho Chinese Communist Fourth 
Rod Army, Docombor 1929, Wostorn Fukion, Ku-tion Conforenca); 
Hong Kong3, 1949; p. 10-11). 


"Tho soldiers of peasant or working class origin in tho 
Fourth Army in the border aroa constituto an extrome minority". e 
(Mao Tso-tung: Report to Contral Committoo, Communist Party 
of China, November 25th, 1928, ins "Hsuan Chi (hsu-pion)" 
(Solected Works (Supplomont))$; n.pe; 1947; p. 62-7. 


Peasants, in fact, comprised the groat majority ovon of the 
Communist Party mombors.in tho Chinese Red Army: . e 


"There are various non-prolotarian idoas in the Communist 
Party organisation in tha Faurth Red Army. . » Tho sourco 
of such incorrect ideas in this Party organisation lios, of courso, 
in tho fact that its basic units aro composed largely of poasants 
and othor clomonts of potty-bourgcois origin". e 
(Mao Tso-tung: "On Corrocting Mistakon Idoas in the Party", P 
in: ."Solected Works", Volume 13 Peking; 1965; p. 105). nt oe 


This anti-Marxist-Loninist concoption of tho “oncircloment and 
liboration of the town by the countrysido" was later oxtondod from 
individual colonial-typo countrios to tho world as a whole. - . e 


Marxist-Leninists seo tho strugglo of tho working class in tho 


Overthrow of imporialism; and ti thoy recognise, Of cOUDSO, epee, vital 


Importance of the organisod combination of those primary and dary 
strugglo 


"Tha colonial countries constitute the principal rear of a 
imperialiem.- The rovolutionisation of this roar is bound to ' e 
undormino imperialism not only in the senso that imperialism 
will-bo deprived of its rear, but also in tha sonso that tho - 
revolutionisation of the East is bound to give a powerful 
impulso to the intensification of the revolutionary crisis in 
the West. Attacked on two sides -- in the roar as woll as in 
the front -- imperialism will boa forced to admit that it is e 
doomed". : 

(3. V. Stalin: "The Rovolutionary Movement in the East", in: 
"Works", Volume 7; ‘Moscow; 1954; p. 235-6) 


"Te Europe and America nay, be called the front or tho 
arena of the major battlos botween socialism and imperialism, ® 
the unequal nations and the colonies, with thoir raw matorials, - 
fuel, food and vast store of man-powor, must be regarded as the 
rear, the rosorvo of imporialism. To win a war it is nocessary 
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not only to triumph at tho front, but also to rovolutionise 
tho onomy's roar, his resorves. Honco, tho victory of the 

e world proletarian rovolution may be regarded as assured only 
if tho prolotariat is ablo to combine its own rovolutionary 
struggle with the liboration movement of tho labouring massos 
of tho uncqual nations and tho colonies against the rule of tho 
imporialists and for the dictatorship of tho prolotariat". 
(J. V. Stalin: "Concerning tho Presentation of tha National 
Question", in: "Works", Volumo 5; Moscow; 1953; p. 57). 


“Tho rovisionist "Thought of Mao Tso-tung", on the other hand, 
virtually nogatos tho rolo of the struggle of tho working class 
of tho dovolopod countrios in tho world revolutionary overthrow 
of imporialism, and prosents tho picture of this latter being 
achieved as a result of "the encirclemont of tho urban areas of 
e@ rural arcas 


"Taking the entire globe, if North America and Western 
e Europe can be called *the cities of the world', thon Asia, 
Africa and Latin America constitute 'the rural areas of tho 
world', Since World War II, tho proletarian revolutionary 
movement has for various reasons beon tomporarily hold back in 
the North American and West Europoan capitalist countrios, 
while the people's revolutionary movoment in Asia, Africa and 
e Latin Amorica has beon growing vigorously. In a sense, the 
contomporary world situation also prosents a picture of the 
encirclement of cities by the rural areas. In the final 
analysis, tho whole causo of world rovolution hinges on the 
revolutionary struggles of the Asian, African and Latin 
American peoples’ who make up tho overwhelming majority of the 
e world's population". - f ' 
(Lin Piao: ibid.; ‘p. 48-9). 7 


Mao and the Leadership of tho Communist Party 


After Mao Tse-tung had bogun to talk of tho nocossity of "tho 
hegemony of tho working class" in tho "national-domocratic revolution" 
and in tho "now democratic state" to be sot up after tho victory of 
that revolution, the torm was used to moan "the loading role of the 
Communist Party", dofined as "the party of the working class": 


"How does tho proletariat givo political leadership through 
its party to all tho revolutionary classos in tho country?" 
(Mao Tse-tung: ("Tho Tasks of the Chinoso Communist Party in tho, 
Poriod-of Resistance to Japon", ins: "Selocted Works", Volumo 13° °' 
Peking; 1964; p. 274). & 


“To sum up our oxporionco and concentrate it into one point, 
e it is: the pooplo's domocratic dictatorship under the loadership 
of tho working class (through tho Communist Party)." 
(Mao Tse-tung: "On the Pooplo's Domocratic Dictatorship", ins 
"Selected Works", Volumo 4; Poking; 1961; p. 422). 


But even Mao's conception of "the leading role of the Communist 
Party" is a late formulation. In 1938 Mao was still tolling tho 
Contral Committoo of tho Communist Party that tho intang 
play tho leading role in tho "national~domocratic Utior 


uld 
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"The Kuomintang and the Communist Party aro the foundations 
of tho Anti-Japanoso United Front, but of those two it is tho 
Koumintang that occupies first place. Without the Koumintang’ e 
it would be inconcoivable to undertaks and pursuo the War of 
Resistanco. . « 


Today it is onco moro loading tho great anti-Japanoso war. 
« « It has had two great loadors in succossion -- Mr. Sun Yat-son 
and Mr. Chiang Kai-shok". 
(Mao Tso-tungs Report to 6th. Plenum, Central Committoo, Communist 
Party of China, in: "Lun hsin chich-tuan" (On the New Stago"; 
Yonan; 1939). p 


party of tho working class", oit 


"At the timo of the Sixth Congress, the proletariat still 
constitutod ton per cont of tho Party membership. Now their 
proportions have beon reduced to threo per cont". 
(Chou En-lais "Mu-chion chung-kuo tang ti tsu-chih won-ti" 
(Organisational Problems of the Chinese Party at tho Present e 
Timo);. Shanghai; 1929; p.2). 3 


or in policy ~- with its adoption of tho revisionist "Thought of Mao 
Tse-tung™ it bocamoa, objoctivoly, a political instrument of the national 
capitalist class. 


Despite tho lator formulations of: Mao, thorofore, tho. leadership 
of the national-domocratic revolution and of tho new-democratic state 
by tho Communist Party signifiod -- ospocially whon’ taken into 
consideration with the policies of subordinating class struggle to 
tho needs of national unity,.of damping down the class struggle of 
tho working class, of oncircling the towms from the countrysido’ by e 
an army compased overwhelmingly of poasants.(i.c., of rural potty 
bourgoois) -- not the hogomony of the working class but the hogemony 
of tho national capitalist class. i aa 


Tho Communist: Party; undor its rovisionist leadership, 
certainly played tho leading rolo in the "national-domocratic wee : ) 
revolution", but the formula which spoko of the leading role of er, 
the Communist Party in the “new-democratic" state was nogated at oa 
least in part by the fact that govornment in this state was to be 
a "joint dictatorship" of sovoral parties, and that thoso othor 
partios would oxcrt "supervision" over tho Communist Party (whilo 
the Communist Party would "supervise" thom) on a basis of ogualitys e 

"Wo stand for joint dictatorship of all political partios :' 
and groups". 

(Mao Tso-tung: "Unity to tho Vory End", ins: "“Soloctod Works", 

Volume 2; Poking; 1965; p. 438). : 


"It is the dosire of the Communist Party, also its 
policy, to oxist sido by sido with the domocratic partios for 
a long timo to coma. . . 
Mutual supervision among the various perties has also 
bocn a long-establishod fact.-. . Mutual.supervision, which is 
obviously not a one-sidod affair, moans that the Communist - e 
Party should oxercise suporvision over the domocratic partios, 
and that the domocratic partics should exorcise supervision 
over tho Communist Party". 
(Mao Tso-tung: "On tho Correct Handling of Contradictions 
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among the People"; , Peking; 1964; p.44). 


e "Leadership by the Communist Party does not detract from the 
status of equality, nor from the function of supervision exercised 
by the other democratic parties". 

(Shen Chih-yuan: "Long Term Co-Existence and Mutual Supervision 
of Parties", ins: "People's China", March 16th, 1957; p. 7-8). 


e It is of interest that, of the 662 delegates to the Chinese 
People's Consultative Conference in September 1949, which established 
the “new-democratic" state of the People's Republic of China, 16 were 


delegates from the Communist Party. 


(Ciao Kai-lung: "From Yenan to Peking"; Peking; 1954; p. 112). 


e Mao and the "Enlightened Gentry" 


As has been said, the Chinese Revolution was aimed, in the first 
place, at the foreign imperialists, the Chinese landlord class and the 
comprador capitalist class; 


e "The chief targets or enemies at this stage of the Chinese 
revolution . . are . » the bourgeoisie of tho imperialist 
countries and the landlord class of our country. . . 

The comprador big bourgeoisie is a class which diroctly 
serves the capitalists of tho imporialist countries and is 
nurtured by them; countless ties link it closely with the feudal 

e forces in the countryside. Thorofore, it is a target of the 
Chinose revolution." ; 
(Mao Tse-tung: "The Chinese Revolution and the Chinese 
Communist Party", ins "Solected Works", Volume 2; Peking; 
1965; p.315, 320) 


e Following the seizure of the leadership of the Communist Party 
of China in 1935, howevor, the faction headed by Mao Tse-tung declared 
that "the national-democratic revolution” in China should now bo 
directed solaly against "tho main targot", namely, Japaneso 
Imporialism and those sections o 19 landlord and comprador 


Capitalist classes dependent upon Japaneso imperialism: 
eee pen pe een 


"Without a proper estimate of the strong and weak 
points of the Japanese and Chinese counter-revolutionary 
forces and of the Chinese revolutionary forces, we shall be 
unable to undorstand tho necossity of organising a broad 
revolutionary national unitod front . . to striko at our main 
targat, namely, Japanose imperialism and its running dogs, 
tho Chinoso traitors, . . but instead wa shall aim at a 
varioty of targets so that our bullets will hit not tho 
principal onemy. but our lesser, onemios or even our allies". 
(Mao Tse-tung: "On Tactics against Japanese Imporialism", 
in: "Selected Works", Voluma 1; Poking; 1964; p. 164). 


Therefore, the Communist Party must not morely take advantage 
of the contradictions botwoon Japanoso imporialism and its 
TRinese dependents on tho one hand, and othor imperialist powers 
and their Chineso dopendents on the othor hand, but must strivo 
to build a "national united front" which includes those sactiéns 
of the Chinoso landlord and comprador capitalist classes which 
are dependent upon imporialist powors which aro in contradiction 
with Japanese imporialism: 


"Tho pro-Japanoso big landlords and big bourgooisie who 
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are against resistance must be distinguished from the pro-British 

and pro-American big landlords and big bourgeoisie who are for 

resistance", e y 

(Mao Tse-tung: "On Policy", in: "Selected Works", Volume 2; =e 
Peking; .1965; .p. 443).- 


"yhon the struggle is directed against Japanese imperialism, 
then.the running dogs of the United States or Britain, obeying .. 
the ‘varying tones of their masters' commands, may ongage in sa 
veiled or even open strifo with the Japanese imperialists and e 
their running dogs. - - Wo must turn to good account all such 
fights, ‘rifts and contradictions in the enemy camp and turn them 
against our present main enemy." a 
(Mao Tse-tung: "On Tactics against Japanese Imperialism", ins 
“Solected Works", Volume 1; Peking; 1964; “p.' 158, 159)e" =; 


e 
"The education which our Party conducts among its own 
mombors and tho peoplo in general likowiso . . teaches the 
prolotariat and the peasantry and other sections of the petty 
bourgeoisie -how to unito, in difforent ways, with the different 
strata of tho bourgeoisie and landlord class for resistanco to veeaan e 


Japan". 

(Mao Tso-tung: . "Conclusions on the Ropulse of tho Second 
Anti-CommuniistOnslaught", ins "Solected Works", Volume 2; 
Poking; 1965; p. 467). : 


"Formerly, tho Party's tactical lino was to oppose tho e 
landlords: and the counter-revolutionary bourgeoisie;.. now. itis, 
to unito with all thoso landlords and mombers. of tho bourgeoisie 
who are not against resisting Japan. tient an 
(Mao Tso-tung: Postcript to "Rural Survoys", in: "Solected 4) 
Works", Volume 3; Poking; 1965; p. 14). i 4 


eh ioe Enegemest 


"Only by establishing tho broadost anti-Japaneso s 
national unitod front . . can wo dofeat Japanese imperialism 
and-its running dog, Chiang Kai-shok". 
(CC of CPC: Rosolution on the Prosont Political Situation 
and the Tasks of tho Party, citad ins Mao Tso-tung: "Selected 
Works", Volume 1; Poking; 1964; pe. 277). e 


Those sections of tho comprador capitalist class which, baing 
dopendent upon US and European imperialism, wore proparod to 
participate in tho reoriontatod “pational-democratic rovolution", 
i.e. tho war against Japanoso imporialism, wore now roclassificd 
by the faction hoadod by Mao Tse-tung as bolonging to the e 
"national capitalist class". Thoso sections of, tho landlord class 
In this position wore now reclassifiod as "onlightened gontry". 


Tho Marxist-Loninist stratogy and tactics of national- 
domocratic revolution in a colonial-type country require tho “gnl¢ 
mobilisation of the peasantry in a class struggle -- an agrarian, . 
Povolutionary struggle -- against the landlord Class. : In opposition 
to this Marxist-Leninist stratagy and tactics, tho faction hoaded 
by Mao Tsa-tung, in ordor to win a soction of tho landlord class -- 
the anti-Japanoss "enlightened gontry" -- to tho national united 
front, sought to damp down tho class struggle of tho peasantry 
against the landlord class and to protoct tho land of the landlords 
Tandlords that, "if no spocial obstacio arises"; this policy 
jal—domocratic — 
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"It must bo oxplained to Party mombors and to the poasants 
that this is not tho timo for a thorough agrarian revolution 
and that tho series of moasures takon during tho Agrarian 
Revolution cannot bo appliod today . . . Our prosont policy 
should stipulate that the landlords shall reduco ront and 
interest, for this sorves to arouse tho onthusiasm of the 
basic poasant masses for resistance to Japon, but tho 
reductions should not bo too great. In goneral, land ront. 

e should be roducod by 25 por cent, and if tho massos demand a 
groater reduction, tho tenant-farmor may koop up to 60 or 
70 por cant of his crop, but not moro. . . Our policy should 
stipulato that tho poasants shall pay ront and interest and 
that tho landlords shall rotain their ownership of land and 
other property. Interest should not be so low as to maka.it 

e impossible for the peasants to obtain loans". a f 
(Mao Tse-tung: "On Policy", in: "Solocted Works", Volume. . + 
2; Poking; 1965; p. 446). : . 


"The Communist Party has made a major concession in the 
anti-Japaneso war poriod by changing tho policy of ‘land to 
e the tiller' to one of reducing ront and intorest... . If no 
special obstacle arisas, we aro prepared to continue this | 
policy after tho war". Ne 
(Mao Tse-tung: "On Coalition Govornment", in: "Selected Works", 
Volume 3; Peking; 1965; p. 298). 


e _, "The confiscation of the land of the landlords will be 
* * discontinued". 
(Mao Tse-tung: “The Tasks of tho Chindso Communist Party” 
in tho Period of Rosistanco to Japan", in: "Sclectod Works", 
Volumo 1; Peking; 1964; p. 269). 


e Further, Mao Tso-tung assured the anti-Japanoso landlords =~ 
the "onlightened gentry" -- that thoy would bo granted a prominent 
placo in tho "new democratic" stato to bo sot up after tho vicvory 
of a “"national-domocratic revolution" led by tho faction headed by 
Mao Tso-tungs 


e "’ “Then there aro the enlightenod gontry who aro the loft- 
wing of tho landlord class, . . whoso political attitudo is 
roughly the samo as that of tho middlo (i.o., national 
-- Ed.) bourgeoisic . . . Our policy..must be to win thom ovor. 


e It is possiblo for . . the onlightonod gontry to join 
us in the common fight against Japan. and also in tho sotting 
up of anti-Japanoso domocratic political power". 
(Mao Tse-tung: "Curront Probloms of Tactics in tho Anti- dapanéss 
United Front", in: "Solected Works", Volumo 2; Poking; 1965; 
e ps 423, 424). 


"On the question of tho enlightened gontry. . . Those 
who aro fairly good politically and are compotent should remain 
in tho higher government bodies and be given appropriate work". 
(Mao Tse-tung: "On Soma Important Probloms of the Party's 
Presont Policy", in: "Selected Works", Volume 4; Poking; 1961; 
e p. 184). 


"Wo should not abandon tho onlightoned gontry who cooporated 
with us in tho past and continue to cooporate with us at presont. . . 
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"Therofore, attention must also bo paid to the question 
of uniting with them". 
(Mao Tse-tung: "On the Quostion of the National Bourgsoisia 
and the Enlightened Gontry", in: "Selected Works", Volume 43 
Poking; 1961; p.- 207, 210). 


"At the presont tho 'Loft' doviations consist chiofly 7 
in . . not wanting the enlightoned gentry" 8 
(Mao Tse-tung: "A Circular on the Situation", in: "golacted e 
Works", Volumo 43 Pokings 19615 p. 219). 


"In people's soprdeentative conferoncos at various lovels, 
we must, whorever possible, include nopresantstivos of . « 
onlightened gontry". - 
(Mao Tse-tung: Speech at a -Conrekanae of Cadres in. the Shansi- e 
Suiyan Liborated Area, in: ."Solected Works", Volume 4; ~ Poking; 
1961; p. 231). gt : seit? 


Tho Rolo of tho Kuomintang 

As the Communist Party of China, led by tho faction headod-by e 
Mao Tso-tung, came to represent tho interosts of tho national capitalists 
and of thoso sections of tho landlord and comprador capitalist classos 
dependont upon US and European imporialism and as a result in contra- 
diction with Japaneso imporialism, so tho ‘uomintang, hoaded by Chiang 
Kaoi-shok, came to represent the intercst: fF thoso scctions ¢ of tho land- 
Tord and comprador capitalist classos dependent upon Japanoso nose imporialism. e 


This is cloar from tho official maoist history of thc years 1937 to 
19453 He 


"One force, that of the big landlords and bourgeoisio, was 
hoadod by tho Four Big Families. It . . took a lino of passivo e 
resistance, roprossing tho people and prepared for compromiso 
with Japanw.. | 

Bocause of tho anti-popular line of the Chiang Kai-shek bloc, 
which suppressod tho people's anti-Japaneso movement evorywhero 
and carried on only partial resistance by the armed forces, tho 
Kuomintang troops sufferod ono reverso after anothor. « « e 

In Docombor (1937 = Ed.) Chiang Kai-shok's Kuomintang began to 
waver, and through tho intermodiary of tho German ambassador, ° 2 
enternd into nogotiations with Japan. . « 
The Kuomintang forcos simply molted away bofore the advance 

of the anomys « « 

Tho Kuomintang forces rotreatod ta tho mountainous rogions e 
of the south-west, making Chungking thoir centro. . « 
Thoso.foroign aggressors (i.c., the Japanese imperialists - Ed. ) 
suspendod their attacks on tho Kuomintang troops in order to 
divert more than half of thoir main forces to north and contral 
China to doal with tho Eighty Route Army and the New Fourth Army 
(i.o., the former Rod Army -- Ed.). The fighting between the.~ e 
Japanese and the Kuomintang camo almost to a standstill, 
consisting mainly of eter thane skirmishes. . . 


The Wang Ching-wei group auemendeeedl to Japanese 
imperialism in Decembor, 1938, and thoro was imminent danger 
that the Chiang Kai-shek clique would soon follow suit. The e 
mombers of tho Central Executive Committeo of tho Kuomintang 
and its high-ranking military officors one aftcr anothor 
surrendered to the cnemy. Thoy did so under the protext that 


8 
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they were concerned to ‘save. the nation by a devious path', and 
that they were uniting with the enemy for the purpose of opposing: 
the Communists. . « + 

At this time the greatest obstacla to the capitulationist 
activities of the’ Kuomintang was the Communist Party and the 
anti-Japanese forces led by it. The Kuomintang reactionaries 
adopted a passive attitude towards the War of Resistance, and 
acted like spectators placidly watching its outcome. They 
were actually preparing for surrender and concentrating their 
main strength against the Communists and the people to that end. . « 

During the winter of 1939 and the spring of 1940, the 
armed forces of the Kuomintang attacked the Shonsi-Kansu-" 

Ningsia Bordor Region and tho anti-Japanese democratic besos 
in. Shansi. «°« 

Chiang Kai-shek, “sooking to cooperate with the Sapanese 
invaders for tho dostruction first of tho New Fourth Army and 
then of the Eighth Route Army, unleashed his second anti- 
Communist onslaught in October 1940. The following January, 
eighty thousand Kuomintang troops made a surpriso attack on * 
the headquartors of tho Now Fourth Army in southorn Anhwei. » « 

Immediately after this slaughter, the Japanese invaders 
and.tho troops of thoir puppet, Wang Ching-woi in Nanking, 
coordinated with Chiang Kai-shek in launching attacks on 
dotachments of the Now Fourth Army. . . Chiang Kai-shek moved. 
large bodies of troops in preparation for another aagag- seals 
attack on the Communist-led forces. . » 

.,.Thé, anti-Japanese democratic baso areas were in dire 
straits in 1941 and 1942, becauso of, tha continued ruthless 
attacks of tho Japaneso invadors,. their puppet troops. and : 
Chiang Kai-shek's.roactionary-forces. . « The Kuomintang). =: 
reactionaries oven sent large numbers of their troops over 
to the enemy, to be used as puppet forces, diroctly 
cooperating, with the Japanese in attacks on the anti: capenese 
forces.-+ 3 

The Kuomintang launehed its third ‘anti-Communist pnslavght 
during June and July of 1943. . . Tho Kuomintang troops shelled ~ 
its (ieoes, the Shensi-Kansu-Ningsia Border Region's -= Ed.) i 
defence positions and: proparod a nine-pronged attack on Yenan, 
the capital city of tho bordor region and tho seat of the 
Contral Committoo of tho Chinese Communist Party." . . . 
(Chien Po-tan,..Shao Hsun=cheng & Hu .Huas, "Concise History 
of China"; : Poking: 199645, Psi x BOR, 209, 210, 212, 214, 215,. 
217-18, 219, 221). i 


A similar pistura is draun in a book officially sponsored 
by tho faction hoaded by Mao Teerkings Israol Epstein's "From 
Opium War to Liboration"; 7 


"For four ‘and a half yoars aftor tho Japanese attack on 
China in 1937, Chiang did not doclare war on Japans « + ai 

From early 1939 onwards, Chiang did practically no 
fighting against the Japanoso. He proforred to let them © 
concentrato thoir..forcos against the people's armies lod a 
by the Communist Party. . . 

Following the fall of France, i (i.c., Chiang -- Ed.) 
resumed direct socret touch on tha highost lovel with Japan. 
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At tho hoight of tho war, Tokyo's Foreign Minister Matsuoka 
spoke to his Nazi counterpart, Von Ribbontropp, of 'Chiang 
Kai-shek, with whom ho" was’ in porsonal contact, who know 
him and trustod him'. 

After Gormany attackod tho Soviet Union in June:1941, 
the Kuomintang planned a large-scale resumption of civil war. 
. . Afterwards, somo of the leading oloments of tho Kuomintang *- 
intended to adhore to the Axis. . . 

In 1942-43 Japan gainod a sories of big victories over 
tho Anglo-American forces in the Pacific. Chiang Kai-shok's 
government at once resumed undercover contact with Tokyo, using 
open traitors as well as the Nazi Walter Stennes. At one point 
it actually allowed an important Japanese secret sorvice official, 
Kuroda, to rosido under its protection in China's wartimo capitaly 
Chungking. E: e 

In this phasc Chiang Kai-shek ordered 57 of his gonorals to 
go over to the Japanoso with 500,000 troops so that, paid and 
equipped by Japan, thoy could Pight against tho Communist-lod 
armies in North and Contral China. In the noxt phaso, 1944-45, 
« + Chiang put up no defence. Instead he used all the arms ho 
had obtained from the United States, and his crack units trained e 
by American officers, to blockade and in some casos attack areas 
held by the peoplo's forces. To tho Japanose fronts he sent not 
fighting troops but nogotiators. © 

Every one of those facts has since beon thoroughly documented, 
exposod and proved. Many, indeed, wore made known at tho timo, 
not only by indignant Chinese patriots but also by some American e 
officers and diplomats, among them General Stilwoil,’ supreme 
commander of the US forces until removed in 1944." . 
(I. Epstein: "From Opium War to Liberation"; Pokihg;"< 1964; 
p. 157, 158-59). BA tied. 


Tho United Statos imperialists had been informed by thoir e 
intolligence service that the Kuomintang, headed by Chiang Fe -sieky 


were objectively assisting Japanese imperialism: 


"After tha United States entered the war and Amorican:* 
military’ aid was extendod to China, Chungking's unwillingness : 
to commit its best armies to fight the Japanose became even ~": | ! e 
more apparent. . . American officials in China repeatedly HE 
complainod in thoir roports about the Chineso Governmont's:' 
lack of intorest in supporting tho Amorican war effort in 
China, and emphasised that Chineso troops 'that could bo © 
usod for the protection of our air bases aro stationed 
elsewhere to blockade Chinese Communist arcas‘!". e 
(Military Intelligenco Division, US War Department: "The 
Chinese Communist Movement", ins US Sonate Committee on the 
Judiciary: "Institute of Pacific Relations, Hoarings before 
tho Sub-Committea to Investigate the Administration of the 
Internal Security Act and Other Security Laws", Part 7a, 
Appendix 2; Washington; 1952; p. 2355). : 5 ® 

as Bod Driers r 


With the defeat and occupation of Japan by tho forces of US 
imperialism, thoso soctions''of the Chinase landlord and comprador 
capitalist classos which had been dopendent upon Japanose 
imperialism transferred their: depondence to US imporialism. 
Thus, the Kuomintang, hoadod by Chiang Kai-shek, became a e 
political instrument "of US imporialiom within China. 
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But the Communist Party of China also ropresented the interosts, 
not only of tho national Capitalist class, but also of thoso soctions 
e of the landlord and comprador | capitalist cle classes which which Thad} Boon 
i “the 


The interests of. tha.US imporialists were, therefore, in 1945 
reprosontod, in diluted. form, by the rovisionist Communist Party of 
China as woll as by tho (now). puppot Kuomintang. Washington therefore 
e strove to bring about the formation of a coalition govornment 
ombracing both tho Kuomintang and tho Communist Party, with their 
direct puppet playing the ‘dominant rolo: ~~ 


"The Communists (in China -- Ed.) are not in fact 
Communists, thoy are striving for democratic principlos". 
e (W.A. Harriman (U.S. Ambassador to China) cited ins: 
“United States: Roletions with China" (whito Papor)"s 
Dapt. of State Publications 3573, Far Eastern Series 30; 
Washington; 1949; p. 86). 


"The Prosident: and tho Socrotary of Stato aro both 
e anxious that tho unification of China by poacoful, domocratic © 
mothods shall bo ‘achiovod as soon as possible. . « 
We boliove . . that the govornmont of Gonoralissimo 
Chiang Kai-shok affords the most satisfactory base for ~ 
doveloping democracy. But we also believe that it must be 
broadoned to -includo tho represontatives of those large 
e and well-organisod groups who are now without any voice 
in the govornmont. of China". 
(James F. Byrnos (US Socretary of State): Memorandum’ of 
December 10th, 1945, cited ins: ibid.; p. 606-7). 


"Tho United States is cognizant that. the prosent 
e National Government of China is a ‘one-party government! and 
believes that peaco, unity and domocratic reform in Chine © 
will bo furthered if tho basis of this Government is 
broadened to include other political eloments in the country". 
(Harry S. Truman (US President): Statemont on United States 
Policy’ toward China, Decenbar! jth 1945, citod in: spats 
e p. 607-8). : 
"My concept was tha he Conmuriiste would come Sito tho ¢ 
Government on a minority basis" 
(John Carter Vincent, Director of the Far Eastern Office of 
tho US State Department, cited in: Institute of Pacific 
Relations: "Report of the Committco on the Judiciary", 
e Report No. 2050, Part 6; Washington; 1952; p. 203). 


The national capitalist class and thoso sections of the 
landlord and comprador capitalist classos which had supported US 
imperialism from tho outset -- i.o., tho class forcos sepa 
by the revisionist Communist Party -- rofusod to accopt a minori 


e position in tho Govornment of tho "now-domocratic" stato. The Te 
imperialists, thorofore, backed the armed force of their direct 
puppet, the Kuomintang, in a civil war against tho semed force of 
the Communist Party. = 
e The civil war endod with tho eeeny of the armed forco 


controllod by tho Communist Party id the driving of tha armed © 
force of the Kuomintang from tho ‘rainiand to tho island. of 


Marxism-Leninism Currents Today, 2021 Bill Bland Internet Archive 
www.ml-today.com www.marxists.org 
Uploaded)g021 


Taiwan (Formosa) where they established a "Republic of China" 
dopendent upon US imperialism. -—* 


Tho Character of the Poopl Republic si 
Tho victory of tho "national-democratic revolution" (as 
distorted by the faction headed by Mao Tso-tung into tho anti- 
Japanese national war) resulted in the, establishment on tho 
mainland of China in: Soptembor 1949 of the Pcoplo's Ropublic 
of China. oh ttt aa 


This state was not one of tho dictatorship of tho working 
class and tho peasantry (as called for by Marxist-Loninist 
stratogy and tactics in tho caso of a national-domocratic 
rovolution in a colonial-type country carriod out under the ps 
hogemony of the working class). Nor was it a dictatorship 
of the national capitalist class. 


THE "NEW-DEMOCRATIC" STATE OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA WAS A JOINT DICTATORSHIP OF THE NATIONAL CAPITALIST 
CLASS AND THOSE SECTIONS OF THE LANDLORD AND COMPRADOR. CAPITALIST 
CLASSES WHICH HAD BEEN FROM THE OUTSET DEPENDENT UPON US . 
IMPERIALISM. . ; 


Bocause tho landlords and comprador capitalists roprosonted 

in this class allianco formed only a part of these classos 
(tho rost having their intorosts ropresonted by .the Kuomintang 
which ruled Taiwan), becauso tho national capitalists were ablo 
undor the "now democratic" stato to advanco their economic 
position relatively rapidly, because the national capitalist 
class took steps to win the support of tho working class and 
peasantry to complete tho national-domocratic revolution, a 
procoss which was objectively assistod by tho hostility of tho e 
US imporialists (hostility which reached its peak in tho Korean 
War of 1950-53 when .US and Chineso "voluntoor" forces were engaged 
in armed conflict), on whom the section of the landlord and 
comprador capitalist classes reprosonted in the PRC wero dapondent, : 

IN THE CLASS ALLIANCE WHICH RULED THE PEOPLE'S 
WA WAS SPEEDILY TAKEN BY THE NATTOWL CAPITALIST e 


capitalist class was able to 
revolution, was abla to.maké 


Tho Transformation of the Landlords 


One of the first acts of the “now-domocratic" state, undor tho 
leadership of tho national capitalist class, was to complete 
the land reform bogun in tho liboratod areas before the e 
ostablishmont of the Pcoplo's Republic. Under this reform tho 
land of the landlord class was confiscated and distributed among 


tho poor and landless 


This land reforms, .a_ma 
domocratic revolution, was 
foods of tho national capita. 


y_in 
Yass, 8 Mao Rimsolf says: 
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"The national bourgeoisie . . approvo of ‘land to the 
e tiller’ because thoy need markots". : 
(Mao Tse-tung:' "On Coalition Government", in: “Selected Works", 
Voluma 3; Peking; 1965; p. 298). 


However, whilo the landlords woro liquidatod as landlords, they 
wero not liquidatod as oxploitors, boing oncouragad to transform 
e themsolvos into "national capitalists" engaged in industry and commerce: 


a "Industrial and commercial enterprises run. by landlords 
and the land and other properties used directly by landlords 
for the operation of industrial and commercial enterprisos shall 
not bo confiscated". . 

e@ (Agrarian Roform Lau of Juno 28th, 1950, cited in: . "People's 
China": (Supplomont), July 16th, 1950; p.3.) ' 


“Furthermore, those landlords who had supported the anti-. -Japaneso e 
war because of their dependence from the outset on US imporialism -- . 
the "enlightened gontry" -- wore given special "consideration poittioslly 
e and oconomically", being drawn into rasponsiblo positions in 
_nou=- -domocratic™ y-domocratic"™ stato apparatus and _in_soc in social organisations: 


."Tho onlightoned gentry are certain individuals of tho 
landlord class,.who havo opposed Chiang Kai-shok's reactionary 
regime and who have rendored positive help to the causo of the 

e pooplo's domocracy. « »« Although their landholdings and othor 
properties should bo dealt with in accordanco with.the Agrarian 
Reform Law and other laws and decroes concerned, tho onlightenod 
gontry should be given considoration both politically and 
; Sconomically, and should be drawn in to participato in the work 
“of agrarian roform, people's government or people's organisations". 
e ("Some Neu Decisions adopted by the Government Administration _ 
Council", cited in: "Poopla's China" (Supplement), Octobor 16th, 
1950; p. 15). 


The land owned by rich 1_ peasants (i.e. rural capitalists) was 
exempted from the land. raform: — 


* "Land owned by rich peasants and cultivated by them or by 
hired labour, and thoir othor properties, shall be protected 
from infringoment". 

(Agrarian Reform Law of June 28th, 1950, cited in: "People's 
China", (Supplement), July 16th, 1950; p. 3). : ‘i 


Cooperation ~ i 


Even before the land reform had boon completed (at the beginning 
of 1953) an official campaign was launched designed to bring about 
agricultural cooperation. Indeed, economic nocossity forced this 
measuro since the averago landholding aftor rodistribution was only 
one-third of an acro por poasant housohold -- and in donsoely Populated 
eastern China less than ono-sixth of an acre. 


The agricultural cooporation drive passed through throp stagos: 


e The first stago was the organisation of mutual-aid teams, under 
which the poasants retainod individual ownorship of thoir plots of 
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land, thoir draught animals their tools and their produce, but_ 
pooled their’ labour and tools in the busy soason. © 


The’second stago was inaugurated at the end of 1953 with tho 
drivo to form "somi-socialist cooperative farms", in which the 
peasants rotainod individual ownership of their plots of land, 
draught animals and tools but pooled thoir land for collectivo 
uso. The collective income was then divided among tho cooperative 
peasants partly in accordance with the amount of land which each ‘ 
owned, partly in accordance with the quantity of work performod. e 
By the summor of 1956 100 million pcasant households (comprising 
90% of the rural population) had boon organisod into such cooperative 
farms. 

The third stage was inaugurated in January 1956 with the drive ~ e 
to transform the "somi-socialist coopsrative farms" into colloctive 
farms. In tho collectivo farm the land, draught animals, otc. 
was purchased from tho individual peasant houscholds by the cooporativo 
farm, tho poasant household retaining only a small pioce of land for 
their personal use as’a ‘vogotable .gardon, while tho collective income 


of the farm was divided among its mombers only according to, the work e 
thoy porformed. This third stage was virtually completed by the end - 
of 7 . 


Ex-landlords (who had been pormitted to retain sufficient -of 
their land for the subsistonce of thoir family) and rich peasents 


were encouraged to join tho colloctivo farms, and most™did so: e 


"Tha Central Committee of’ tho Communist Party suggested 
in tho draft National ‘Programmo for Agricultural Dovelopmont *, 
(1956-67) that, according to tho ‘merits of wach casa, “rich 
peasants and former landlords might be admittod’ to tho agricultural 
producers! cooporativos to be reeducatod. Ouring the groat e 
upsurgo of agricultural cooporation most of them were brought 
into tho cooporativos". 
(Chi An: "Agricultural Cooperation: A Record of Achievement", 
in: "Peoplo's China", October 1st, 1956; pe 13) 6 


ung presented the collective e 


The faction hoaded by 
tic" stato of China as "socialist 


farms formed within the "noi 
onterprisos": 


“Tho cooperative sector of the economy is .'. socialist’ “- 
when colloctivoly owned by tho masses of working poople" 
(Constitution of tha People's Ropublic of China", Article 7, e 
in: Liu Shao-chis Report on the Draft Constitution of the People's 
Republic of China; Poking; 19623; p. 67). 


But Lenin pointed out that whother’ a cooporative enterprise is ~ 
socialist in charactor doponds on whether the stato is socialist, 


reprosonts the dictatorship of ‘tho working class? @ 


"Under the capitalist stato tho cooperatives ara collective 
capitalist institutions. .. 
But seo how things have changed since political powor 
is in tho hands of tho working class. « « 
Now . . tho more growth of cooperation . . is idontiéal with | e 
tho growth of Socialism". 
(V. I. Lonins "On Cooperation", ins: "Solocted Works", Volume 93 
London 1946; p. 406, 408). 
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Since the "new-democratic" state of the People's Republic of China 
was not the dictatorship of the working class, the collective farms in 
China were not socialist enterprises. ; __ 


The Transformation of the Comprador Capitalists 


With the ostablishment of tho "new-democratic" state of the People's 
Republic of China, the enterprisos belonging to that section of the , 
comprador capitalist class which had boen until 1945 dependent upon . 
Japaneso imperialism and had had thoir interssts reprosented by tho 
Kuomintang (that is, the so-callod "bureaucrat-capitalists",. wero 
nationalised: 3 or bret 

"The Central People's Government led the people of the whole 
country in carrying out a serios of reforms. . . 

The confiscation of enterprises formerly belonging to the 
bureaucrat-capitalists who worked hand in glove with the Kuomintang 
and their conversion into socialist state onterprises." ; 

(Liao Kai-lung: "From Yenan to Peking"; Peking; '1954; p., 156, 
157). 

"In addition to the publicly-owned enterprises set up in the 
old ravolutionary basos before liberation, the stato-owned 
enterprises now existing in China come from two other main’. 
sources: first, thero are the entorprises owned by the Kuomintang 
bureaucratic capitalists and taken over by tho state after tho 
victory of tha revolution; secondly, thore ara tho onterprises 
built up by state invostment sinco the birth of tho People's 
Republic of China. 

By ‘bureaucratic capital’ is meant the monopoly capital 
in the hands of China's uppor ruling bureaucratic clique during 
the days of Kuomintang rule". 

(Wang Hua: "The State-owned Economy of Now China", in: "People's 
China", No. 2, 1954; p. 3-4). 


Thesc nationalised onterprises wore described by the faction 
headed by Mao Tse-tung as "socialist" ontorprises: 


"The stato soctor of tho economy is tho socialist soctor". 

(Constitution of tho People's Ropublic of China, Articlo.6,, e 
in: Liu Shao-chiz: Roport on the Draft Constitution of tho BaoHtess 
Republic of ehepes Poking; 1962; p. 66). 


But, as in tho case of cooperativo onterprises, a stato onterprise 
is only a socialist enterprise when tho state which owns it is a 
socialist state, when it reprosents the dictatorship of tho working class. 
Sinco the "now-democratic" stato of the Pooplo's Republic of China was. - 
not the dictatorship of the working class, the state Sneerpnlese in China 
ere not socialist antorprises. 


Nevorthelcss, nationdiisation of the enterprises belonging to that 
section of, tho comprador capitalist class which had beon until 1945 
dependant upon Japanese imporialism gave tho "now-domocratic" stato 
ownership of the majority of tho key oconomic ontorprises in tho 
country: 


"Those state-owned ontorprises, owing ta their contralisation 
and the larga proportion of China's modern industry which thoy 
accountod for, bocama the strongost and most. influontial forco 
in shaping the country's oconomy." 

(Liao Kai-lung: "From Yonan to Poking"; Poking; 1954; p. 157). 
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The enterprises owned by the imperialists other than the Japanese 
imperialists, and by comprador capitalists dependent upon imperialism e 
other than Japaneso imperialism were not nationalisod: 


"Enterprises financed by foreign capital were allowed to 
operato provided thoy abided by the laws and decreos of tho 
+ ...Central People's Govornment". 
(Liao Kai-lungs: ibid.; p. 156). ® 


Even during the Korean War of 1950-53, whan US and Chinese : 
armed forcos wore in actual conflict, US-ownod enterprisos were only 
placed under state control and not nationalised: 


"When the United States used the Koroan War as a pretext @ 
to freeze our oversoas assets and impose an oconomic blockade 
and ombargo.-upon us, our government retaliated with the 
announcement, -on Decembor 28, 1950, that control would be 
exerted over property belonging to the United States imperialists". 
(Liao Kai-lung: ibid.; p. 157). 


Tho comprador capitalists who had been dopondent from the outsot 
upon US imperialism and who had supportod tho anti-Japaneso war, were, 
in fact, troated by tho "new-domocratic" stato as "national capitalists". 

Mao_and tho Socialist Rovolution 


In his work "On the Correct Handling of Contradictions among 
the Pooploe" -- a speoch of Fobruary 1957 widely ropublished during 
the "cultural rovolution", Mao bogins by saying: 


_ “Wo are confronted by two typos of social contradictions -- 
contradictions betwoon ourselves and the enomy and contradictions e 
+ among tho people. Those two types of contradiction are 
totally difforont in nature". 
(Mao Tsc-tung: "On tho Corroct Handling of Contradictions among 
the People"; Poking; 1964; p. 1-2). 


In this respect, ho says, what constitutes "the people” varies : e 
in difforent countries, and in tho same country in different poriods: 


"The term 'tho peoplo! has difforont meanings in different 
countries, and in different historical periods in cach country". 
(Mao Tse-tung: ibid.; p. 2). 


; He proceeds to analyso what constitutos "the pooplo" at tho 
existing period in China, which he describes as "tho stago of 
building socialism": 

"At this stago of building socialism, all classos, strata 
and social groups which approvo, support and work for tho 
cause of socialist construction bolong to the catogory of tho 
people". 

(Mao. Tse-tung: ibid.; p. 2). 
Thon, in opposition to tho Marxist-Loninist thosis that- the 


capitelist class or bourgooisio reprosonts a social forco fundamentally 
and violently opposad to tho building of socialism, he puts forward 
tho revisionist thesis that "in tho conditions existing in China" 
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the capitalist class forms a part of "tho people" during the poriod of 

Ro construction of socialism, that is, it forms ono of tho "classos, 

strate and social groups unseen SPREOUGH support and work for the causo 
socialist construction 


"In the conditions oxisting in China today what we call 
contradictions among the pooplo includo the following: . - 
contradictions betwoon tho working class and other sections 
of the working people on the one hand and the national 
bourgeoisie on the other. . « 

In our country, tho contradictions betwoon the working "* 
class and tho national bourgeoisie is a contradiction among. 
the people". 

(Mao Tso-tung: ibid.; p. 3). 


Mao develops this rovisionist thosis by declaring that "in 
the period of the socialist rovolution", the capitalist class 
has two sides to its character: the negativo sido is its social 
role as a class which exploits the working class, while its 
positive side is "its willingness to accept" socialism: 


"In our country the contradiction botwoen the working 
class and the national bourgeoisie is a contradiction among 
the people. . . This is becauso of the dual character of the 
national bourgeoisie in our country. . . In the period of the 
socialist revolution, exploitation of the working class to 
make profits is one side, while support of the Constitution 
and willingness to accept socialist transformation is the 
other". 

(Mao Tse-tung: ibid.s; p. 3-4). 


In so far as its negative aspect is concerned -- that is, its 
role as a class which exploits tho working class -- the contradiction’ 
between the capitalist class and the working class is, Mao Bayes 
an antagonistic contradiction: 


"The contradiction between exploiter and exploited, which 
exists between. the national bourgeoisio and tho working class, 
is an-antagonistic one". 2 eI 
(Mao Tse=tung: ibid.; p. 4). : 


Nevertheless, Mao procoeds, ¥in tha concrete conditions 
existing in China", whore tho capitalist class is a class which 
“approves, supports ‘and works~-for" socialism, this antagonistic 
contradiction can, by propor handling, bo transformed into a 
non-antagonistic one: ‘ a 


"In tho concreta conditions existing in China,° such an. 
antagonistic contradiction, if proporly handled, ean be 
transformed into a non-antagonistic one". 

(Mao Tsa-tung: ibid.; ‘p. 4). 


This moans, Mao says, that, with propor handling, tho transition 
to socialism in China can bo brought about peacefully, without the 
violent opposition of the capitalist class: 
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"The contradiction betweon exploiter and oxploited, which 
oxists, botwoan the national bourgooisie and the working class, . » 
if proparly handled, can bo . . rosolvod in a poacoful way". 

(Mao Tso-tung: ibid.; p. 4). 


"By the "correct handling" of tho contradiction between tha 
capitalist class and the working ‘class, tho "correct handling" which 
can bring about a "poacoful transition" to socialism, Mao explains 
that ho means Pe e 


"“Jea policy of uniting, criticising and educating the 
national bourgocisio". * ‘ “ 2 
(Mao Tse-tung: ibid.; p- 4). 


a@ policy of the 


", . ideological romoulding" 


(Mao Tse-tung; ‘ibid.; p. 28) 
of the capitalist class. 


Becauso, ho says, the capitalist class and tho working class 
in China both support tho construction of socialism, thoy have a 
mutual "desire far unity", so that tho contradiction botween thom 
can be resolved peacefully by tho "democratic method" of criticism 


"Ip 1942 we worked out the formula 'unity-criticism-unity' 
to doscribo this domocratic method of resolving contradictions 
among the people. .: to start from a dosire for unity, and. 
thrash out questions of right and wrong through criticism or’ * 
argument, and so achieve a new unity on a new basis. « « 

Aftor tho liboration of tho country, we used this same 
mothod -- 'unity-criticism-unity!' -- in our relations with 
other domocratic parties (i.e., tho open partiss representing 
the interosts of tho exploiting classes -- Ed.) and industrial 
and commercial circles." ae 2 . 
(Mao Tso-tungs ibid.; p» 9, 10). 


An important aspect of tho "idsological remoulding"of~ the 
capitalist class, Mao says, is to ancourage them to undergo Voluntary 
study"> by this means most capitalists learn from porsonal experience 
fhat it is "good for them" to continue ideologically romoulding 
themselves: : * B 8 


“Mombers of the bourgcoisio have already become managerial 
porsonnol in joint state-private onterprises and are being *” : 
transformed from oxploiters into working people. « « ee 

Even whon they stop rocoiving thoir fixed interest 
payments and rid themsolvos of the label 'bourgooisic', they 
will still neod idoological remoulding for quite some time. + « 

During the past fow ycars, inmost of thom have boen willing - 
to study and have made marked progross. Our industrialists 
and businessmen can bo thoroughly romoulded only in the course 
of work; thoy should work togother with the staff and workers 
in the. enterprisds,.and mako tha entorprises the chiof ‘centres 
of remoulding themsolvos. It is also, important for them to 
change cortain of their old views through study. Study for 
them should be optional. Aftor thay havo attended study groups 
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for some weeks, many industrialists and businessmen. . know from 
e personal experience that it is good for them to keep on studying 

and remoulding themselves” ae 

(Mao-Tse-tung: ibid.; p. 28, 29). 


Mao's concept of the "peaceful transition" to socialism is, of 
course, the anti-Marxist-Leninist concept of the modern rovisionists. 
e And his concept of the capitalist class “peacefully growing" into 
socialism is that put forward in the late 19Z0s by tho Socie 
revisionist Nikolai Bukharin, on whose views Stalin. commented: 


"The dictatorship of the proletariat is needed for the 
purposo of waging a rolentless struggle against tho: capitalist 
e eloments, for the purpose of suppressing the bourgeoi’sie and 
of tearing -out capitalism by the roots. . But if the capitaliste 
of town and country . . are growing into Socialism, is the -« -: 
dictatorship of tho proletariat needed at all? 
If it is, for the suppression of which class is it needed? . . 
Either Marx's theory of tho class strugglo, or the theory. 3 
e of the capitalists growing into Socialism’ * . 
(3. V. Stalin: "The Right Deviation in the CPSU (B. )"y ins ” 
"Lenin: "s Londons; 1942; p. 254-5). J 


Mao's "Sot ialism" 


e One of the essential faatines of socialism is that it abolishes 
the exploitation of man by man. Tha capitalist class, which lives by 
Oxploiting the working class, naturally offors violent resistanco 
to the abolition of exploitation, to the establishmont of socialism: 


"The capitalist cloments do not want to dopart from the 
e scone voluntarily; thay aro Repiaian and will continue to 
resist Socialism. 
There have bean no cases in ‘History, where dying classes 
have voluntarily doparted from tho sceno. There have boen no 
cases in history whoro the dying bourgooisio has not oxerted 
all its romaining strength to prosorve its oxistence". . 7 
e (3. V. Stalin: "The Right Doviation in tho CPSU (B.)", ins © 
"Loninism"; London; 1942; p. 259). 


If, thoreforo, tho Chinese capitalist class, far from 
"pesisting socialism", “approved, supportod and worked for tho 
cause of socialism", this is becauso tho "socialism" proposed by: 
e the faction hoated by Mao Tse-tung was not socialism, in which 
tho oxploitation of tho’ working class by tho. capitalist class is 
abolished, but somo form of capitalism in which tho ‘oxploitation 
of tho working cla ass by tho ¢ capi t ciass is permittod to continuo. 
In fact, tho programme of * list construction” proposed by 
Mao was tho gradual, poaccoful transformation of tho entorprisos owned 
@ by tho national capitalists into state fo" Capitalist cntorprisos j 


"Tho socialist transformation of capitalist industry 
and commerce by tho stato will bo gradually realised ovor a 
relatively long poriod of timc, through various forms of 
state capitalism. .. 
e The aim can bo achioved by poacerial strugglo". 
(Liu Shao-chi:- Roport on tho Draft Constitution of the Pooplo's 
Republic of Ehina; Poking; 1962; p. 26, 27). 
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The sharo of tho national capitalists in China's economy in a 
1949-50 was considerablos 5 


"Tho numbor of industrial onterprisos run by national 
capital in 1949 was 123,165, omploying over 1,640,000 workers 
and other employoos and producing a total valuo of ovor 6,800 
million yuan in that yoar. In 1950 the numbor of commercial 
establishments, including tho vast numbor of privato 
individual small morchants, was about 4,020,000 . . and tho e 
sales totallod over 18,200 million yuan. « « 
In 1949 capitalist industry accountod for 63.3% of tho 
gross output valuo of tho country's industry. In 1950 
tho total volumo of privato trade occupied 76.1% and 85% 
of the country's wholosale and retail trade respoctivoly. « « 
China's national capitalists numberod ovor a million". e 
(Kuan Ta-tung: "Tho Socialist Transformation of Capitalist 
Industry. and Commerco in China"; Poking; , 1966; p. 24, 28-29). 


Tho principal form of stato capitalism adoptod in "transforming" 
the enterprisos of tho national capitalists was tho formation of 
joint stato-privato onterprisos, in which tho stato invosted in. the e 
ontorpriso and assignod officials to share the managomont with the 


capitalists concornod: 


"Tho advanced form.of state capitalism in China is 
called a-joint state-privato cntorprise. This is tho principal 
way through which tho transition of capitalist industry and e 
commerce into socialist enterprise is boing offoctod. 
A joint stato-private onterprise is ono in which tho stato 
invests and to which it assigns porsonnol to shara in managoment 
with tho capitalists. . « : 
At tho end of 1956, 99% of tho total numbor of capitalist 
industrial onterprises as of tho beginning of tho year camo under @ 
joint oporation. . . In commerco 400,000 private establishments 
wore converted in the same period." 
(Kuan Ta-tung: ibid.; p. 75, 984). 


Undor this form of state capitalism, the national capitalists 
received substantial salarics for thoir managorial functions: e 


"Capitalists who stay on tho job will naturally receivo. 3 
salarios and positions commensurato with thoir ability"; . ot 
(Chon Shu-tung: "why We Capitalists Welcome Socialism", ins 
"People's China", March 1st, 1956; ps 13). : : 


They also rocoivod 5%. intorost on thoir capital investment 
in the joint stato-private ontorpriscs: 


™, -fixod rate of interest was paid by the state for 
tho total invostmont of tho capitalists in the joint stato- 
private ontorprisos. Irrospoctive of locality and trade, e 
the intorost was fixod at a rate of 5% por annum. « « 
Undor tho Pixed interest systom, the annual outlay from the 
state troasury was over 120 million yuan. Thore wore 
1,140,000 rocipionts in all". 
(Kuan Ta-tung: ibid.; p. 86-87). 


As Mao himsolf admittod, thoroforo, tho natiol jal_ capitalists 
continued to oxploit tho working class under’ sta capitalism 
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"In joint state-private industrial and commercial enterprises, . 
e capitalists still receive a fixed rate of interest, that is to say, 
exploitation still exists". 
(Mao Tse-tung: : -"On the Correct Handling of Contradictions among 
the Poople"s; Poking; 1964; p. 15). - 


Tho Chineso ‘national capitalists thus not only offered no resistance 
e to this "socialist transformation" of -thoir enterprises, in which, the 
stato invested in thoso enbenpnsegss ‘thoy welcomed it: 

"Why wore there increasing ‘numbors of capitalists who 
potitionod of thoir own froo will to havo ‘their ontorprisos 
changed ovor to joint stato-private operation? The answor 

e lay in the fact that tho superiority of many joint stato-private 
entorprisos becamo moro and moro obvious in thoir tromendous 
dovelopmont. For example, the Shanghai Stecl Works was changed 
over in 1950. Taking tho value of its output in that yoar as 
100, it was . . 871 in 1954... Tho statistics of 64 factories 
in various parts of China which had gono ovor to joint oporation 

e earlier than others revoalod that thoir profits woro incroasing. 
Taking their profits in 1950 as 100, it was . . 306 in 1953. 
Still another oxamplo was tho privatoly-ownod Mingshong Stoamship 
Company, the largest of its kind in China. . « In tho fow years 
bofore 1952, ... tho*dofieit incurrod reached five million yuan 
per ycar. . .° Profit was 1,600,000 yuan in tho first four months ;. 

e of joint operation . . and more than 10,000,000 yuan in 1954.°% -.: 
The capitalists paradod, with the boating of cymbals and drums, 
‘whilo sanding .in thoir petitions for tho chango-over of thoir 
ontorprisas", 

(Kuan Ta~tung: .ibid.; p. 78-79, 64). 


e "Betwoon 1953 and 1955 China's capitalists drow dividonds 
and bonusos on this systom at an avorago of 3 to 4% por annum. . . 


Betwoon 1953 and 1955 tho silk industry in Shanghai paid 
-out 103,000 yuan in dividonds and bonusos.* In 1956, whon paymont 
of fixed intorost to capitalists bogen, thoy recoivod 900,000 yuan, 
ovor cight timos as much as tho capitalists received in tho threo 
provious yoars. . . 
Not a fou capitalists havo a rathor high standard of living. 
They livo in big mansidhs and are proud, of thoir gardons. .Thoy 
havo their own cars, sorvants and chofs". : ‘ RS sea 
(Chao Ching~lun: "From Capitalism to Socialism", in: mee 
"Poople's China", Fobruary 1st, 1957; p. 6-7, 8). ? 


In 1959 tha Chinoso govornmont plodgod that oxploitation of tho 
working class through the paymont of high salarios and.intorost to tho 
capitalist diroctors would continuo at loast until 1966: 


"In oarly 1959 the Pooplo's Govornmont roaffirmod cortain of 
its policios towards tho capitalists. No changed would bo made in 
the policy of paying thom intcrost at a rato of 5% por annum for 
sovon yoars; in the high salarios rocoivod by cortain capitalists; 
in the positions assignod to tho capitalists by tho stato". 

(Kuan Ta-tung: ibid.; p. 107). 
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Novertholoss, this system of stato capitalism, in which tho ‘s e 
capitalists continued to oxploit tho working class, was by 1957 
being described by tho faction hoadod by Mao Tso-tung as "gacidLism": 


"Socialist rolations of production have boon astablishod". 
(Mao Tso-tung: ibid.;.p. 16). 


!'Tho socialist rovolution in tho ownorship of the moans 
of production was fundamontally completed in 1956". 
(Chou En-1ai: - Report on tho Work of tho Govornment, ins 
"Main Documonts of the First Sossion of tho Third National 
Peoples: Congross of tho Pooplo's Ropublic of China"; 
Poking; 1965; ps 26). ae! e 


"Tho Stato of tho Whole Pooplo" 


"If tho capitalists of town and country" ‘i aro growing into 
Socialism, is tho dictatorship of the prolotariat noeded at all?" 
(3, Vs Stalin: ibid.; p. 254), : e 


asked Stalin. 


Mao Tso-tung roplios in tho :nogativo. 
Tho "now-domocratic stato", in which (according to tho official e 
lino) tho capitalist class “"sharo powor" with tho working class, can, 
according to the "Thought of Mao Tso-tung, build socialism. Thoro is, 
says Mao, no nood for tho dictatorship of tho working class, for a 
state in which tho working class supprossos tho capitalist class, since 
the capitalist class forms a part of "tho poople", ait supports 
socialist construction: Scitrod at e 


“Qurs is a pooplo's domocratic dictatorship. - - 
The aim of this dictatorship is to protect oll our pcoplo 
so that thoy can work in peace and build Chine into a socialist 
country. . . Dictatorship doos not apply in tho ranks of tho 
people. The. poople cannot possibly exorcise dictatorship ovor e 
themselves; nor should one section of thom oppross another 
soction". caus 
(Mao Tso-tung: ibid.; p. 4, 5). 


Thus, Mao holds that socialism can bo built in China undor "a 
‘stato of the whole poople", a formulation later concrotiscd by tho | @ 
Sovict rovisionists. 


The Attitudo to Soviet Rovisionism 


tho Communist Party of China naturally 


Tho rovisionist loadors tho Communist * China nat 
Fovisionisn by thoir counterparts in e 


woleomed tho ospousin 
tho Soviot Union 


In his oponing addross to tho 8th Congross of. tho Communist Party 
of China in Soptombor 1956, Mao Tso-tung roforrod in glowing torms to 
tho infamous 20th Congress of tho Communist Party of the Soviot Union, 
which had boon hold in Fobruary of that yoar: t. e 
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"At its 20th Congross hold not long ago, tho Communist Panty 
e of the Soviet Union formulated many correct policios.and - 
criticised shortcomings which worefound in tho Party. 
It can bo confidontly assortod thet vory. groat dovolopmonts will 
follow this in its work". 
(Mao Tso-tung: Oponing Addross, ins "Eighth National Congross 
of tho Communist Party of China", Volumo 1; Poking; 1956). 


And on tho basis of discussions at onlargod mootings of tho 
Political Buroau of tho Contral Committoo of tho Communist Party of . 
China, two widoly publicisod articlos woro publishod in "Ronmin 
Ribao" (Pooplo's Daily) which put forward tho modorn rovisianist 
Viowpoint on tho 20th Congross, on tho donunciation of Stalin and 
e on tho "rehabilitation" of tho Yugoslav rovisionists: 


"The 20th Congross of tho Soviot Union . . took a sorios 
of momontous docisions . . on tho criticism of shortcomings 
within tho Party. . . 

The Congress vory sharply oxposod tho provalonce of the 

e cult of tho individual which, for a long timo in Soviot lifo, 
had given rise to many orrors in work and had lod. to ill 
consequonces, « - Tho Communist Party of the Soviot Union. .« 
mado appalling mistakes, and, what is moro, it was Stalin 
himself, that widely ronowned and honoured loader, who mado 
thom! . . 

e Stalin erroncously ‘exaggoratod his own rolo, and 
countorposed his individual authority to tho collectivo - 
loadership, and as a rosult cortain. of his actions woro 
opposed to fundamental Marxist-Loninist concopts. . . 

Whon any loador of tha Party or .tho state placos himsolf 
over and abovo tho Party and tho massos instoad of in thoir 

e midst, whon ho alionatos himself from tho massos, ho coases 
to havo an all-round, ponotrating insight into. the affairs 
of state. As long as this was the caso, ovon so outstanding 
@ personality as Stalin could not avoid.making unroalistic and 
orroncous .docisions on cortain important mattors. Stalin 
failed to draw lossons from isolatod, local and tomporary 

e mistakes on certain issuos and.so failod to provont thom Prom 
bocoming sorious mistakes of a nationwido or prolongod naturo. 
During tho lattor part of his lifo, Stalin took moro and more 
Ploasuro in tho cult of tho individual, and violated tho 
Party's systom of .domocratic contralism and tho principlo of 

+ combining collectivo leadership with individual responsibility. 

e As a rosult ho mado somo sorious mistakos such as tho 
following: ho broadonad tho scopo of: tho suppression of 
countor-rovolution; ho lacked tho, nocossary vigilanco on the 
ovo of tho anti-fascist wars; ho. failed to pay proper attontion 
to tho furthor dovelopmont of agriculturo: and the matorial 
wolfare of the poasantry; ho gavo certain wrong advico on tho , 

e international communist movomont, and, in particular, mado a " 
wrong docision on tho quostion of Yugoslavia. On theso issuos, _ 
Stalin fell victim to subjoctivism and ono~sidodness, and 
divorced himsolf from objoctivo roality and from tho massos. « « 

Tho strugglo against tho cult of tho individual which was 
launched by the 20th Congross is a groat and couragoous fight by 

e the Communists and tho pooplo of tho Soviot Union to clear away 
the idoological obstaclos in tho way of their advanco. . . 
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Tho Chinoso Communist Party congratulates the Communist Party . 
of tho Soviot Union on its groat achiovoments in this historic | e 
strugglo against the cult of the individual. . . ; at 
Stalin was . . « a Marxist-Loninist who committod gross 
errors without realising that thoy wero orrors. . . 
Truo to tho bohost. of Lenin, tho Communist Party-of tho. e 
Sovict Union is dealing in a serious way both with cortain aaa ae 
mistakos of .a grave nature committed by Stalin in dirocting 
tho work of building socialism and with he surviving effocts = © 
of such mistakos. Bocauso of tho soriousness of. tho offocts, . 
tho Communist Party of the Soviot Union, whilo affirming 
the groat contribution of Stalin, doomod it nocossary to” 
sharply oxposo the essonco of his mistakos, to call upon.the .. 
whole Party to tako ‘thom as a warning, and to work resolutely . 
to romovo their ill conscquoncos. hatte 
Wo Chinoso Communists aro firmly convincod that as a 
rosult of ‘tho sharp criticism mado at the. 20th Congross of tho 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, all those positive factors e 
which wero previously supprossod as a rosult of cortain mistakon 
policios will inovitably spring ovorywhoro into life, and tho 
Party and tho pooplo of tho Soviot Union will bocomo still moro 
firmly united in tho struggle to build a groat communist socioty." 
("On the Historical Exporionco of tho Dictatorship of the Prolotariat"; 
Poking, 1956; ‘ps 3, 4, 9=10, 11, 13, 19, 20-21). gore: e 


"Stalin mado somo sorious mistakes in rogard to the domostie and 
foreign policies of tho Sociot Union. His arbitrary method of. work 
impaired to a certain oxtent the principle of democratic contralism 
both in the life of tho Party and in tho stato systom of tho Soviot 
Union, and disruptod part of the socialist .logal system. Bocausc in e@ 
many fiolds of work Stalin ostranged himself. ‘from tho masses to a 
sorious extent, and mado porsonal, arbitrary decisions concerning 
many important policios, it was inovitablo that ho should have mado 
gravo mistakes. Theso mistakos stand out most conspicuously in tho 
suppression of countor-rovolution and in relations with certain 
foroign countrios.. . Ho wrongod many local communists and honost e 
citizons, and this. causod sorious lossos. « « In relations with ~ 
brothor countrios and partios, Stalin . . showod a tondoncy towards 
groat-nation ‘chauvinism. . . Somotimos ho ovon intorvonod mistakonly, 
with’many gravo consoquoncos,’ in the intornal affairs of cortain 
brother countrics and partios... + ; 
A sorios of victorios-and tho oulogics ho received in tho lattor ® 
yoars of his lifo turned his hoad. Ho doviatod partly, but grossly, 
from tho dialectical materialist way of thinking and foll into 
subjectivism. Ho bogan to.put blind faith in porsonal wisdom and 
authority; ho would not-investigato and study tho complicated 
conditions seriously or liston,carofully to tho opinions of his 
comrados:and tho voico of tho massos. As a rosult, somo of tho e 
policios and moasures ho adoptod were ofton at variance with - 
objectivo roality. .-Ho often, stubbornly porsistod in carrying out 
those!mistakon moasuros over a long poriod and was unablo to corroct 
his mistakes in timo. : Pen 
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The Communist Party of tho Soviot Union has taken moasuros 
to corroct Stalin's mistakes and oliminato tho consequences. 
Thess measures aro beginning to bear fruit. The Twontioth 
Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union showed 
great determination and courage in doing away with tho blind 
faith in Stalin, in oxposing tho gravity of Stalin's 
mistakes and in oliminating thoir offects. . . Stalin 
committed some grave mistakos in his lator yoars. . « 

His tragedy lios in the fact that, at the vory time when 

he was doing things which wore mistakon ho bolioved thoy 

wore necessary for the defonce of the interests of tho working 
Peoplo against oncroachmonts by tho enomy. ' Stalin's mistakes 
did harm to tho Saviot Union. . . The Yugoslav comrades bear 
a particular rosontmont against Stalin's mistakos. In tho 
past, they mado worthy offorts to stick to socialism undor 
difficult conditions. Their experiments in the domocratic 
management of economic entorpriscs and othor socialist 
organisations hava also attracted attention. The Chinese 
people wolcome the reconciliation botween tho Soviet Union ° * 
and other socialist sountetos on the one hand, and Yugoslavia 
on the other. . . 

One of tho grave consequonces of Stalin's mistakes was 
tho growth of doctrinairism. . . 

Stalin and tho former leaders in some socialist countries 
committed the serious miateke of violating socialist omoeracy 


After the elimination of classes, the class struggle - 
, Should not continue’ to be stressod as being intonsificd, 

“as it was dono by Stalin, with the result that’ the healthy 
dovelopment of socialist domocracy was hamporod. Tho Communist 
Party of the Soviet. Union is completoly right in firmly 
correcting Stalin's mistakes in this respect. . . 

As wo havo. already said, Stalin displayed certain 
great-nation chauvinist tendoncios in relations with ‘brothor 
partios and countrics. .. 

Stalin's mistakos arousod grave dissatisfaction among 
people in certain Eastorn Europe countrics. . . ° 

The Soviot Governmont's offorts to improve: relations 
with Yugoslavia. . manifost tho dotormination of tho Communist 
Party of tho Soviet Union to thoroughly oliminate past mistakes 
in foreign relations." ' 

("More on tho Historical ‘Experionco ‘of the Dictatorship of 
the Prolotariat"; London; 1957; -p..12, 14-16, 17, 18, 20, 
21, 26, 27). . 


As lato as 1958, whon Mao Tso-tung met with Nikita Khrushchov, 
the communiquo rocordod thoir mutual dosire to uphold tho “sacred 
unity" of the Soviet and Chineso Communist Parties, to safeguard 
"the purity of Marxism-Leninism" and to wage “uncompromising 
struggle against rovisionism":; 


"Tho Communist Partios of China and tho Soviet Union 
will spare no offort to uphold this sacred unity, to safo- 
guard the purity of Marxism-Loninism, . . to wago 
uncompromising struggle against revisionism, tho: chiof 
danger in tha communist movoment". 

(Communique on Mocting botwoon Mao Tso-tung and Nikita 
a cited in: “Poking Roviow", August 12th, 1958; 
Pe 7). 
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e 
As has boon said, tho "now-domocratic" stato of tho Pooplo's Ropublic 
of China was a joint dictatorship of tho national cepitalist class and 
those sections of tho landlord and comprador capitalist classos which had 
boon from the outsot dopondont upon US imperialism. ; e 


During the anti-Japanoso war, those classos had a common intorost 

in defeating Japan, and this common intorest could bo oxprossod politically 

iti i e With tho dofeat of 
Py interest: a conflict 
doveloped within tho ruling class allianco of the PRC betucon tho national e 
capitalist class. (which was intorested in comploting the national-domocratic 
Povolution) and the sections of the landlord and comprador capitalist 
classes dopondont upon US imporialism (which wore interested in resisting 
Gomplotion of the national-domocratic revolution and in its countor- 
rovolutionary revorsal). 


This conflict within the ruling class allianco was bound eventually 
to bo reflected in a factional split within tho Communist Party. Ono 
faction, led by Liu 5 chi, reprosonted tho intorasts of the national 
capitalist class; tho othor faction, lod by Mao Tse-tung, reprosontod tho 
intorosts of the pro-US lendlord (ox-landlord, after, tho, land roform 
completed in 1953) and comprador capitalist classos. e 


Until 1966 this factional conflict was rotainod within tho confinos 
of innor-party struggle; in 1966 it burst into the open in tho civil war 
oa 


known as "tho groat prolotarian cultural revolution". 


"Tho Thought of Mao Tso-tung" which had boon insorted in tho 1945 
Constitution. Tho now Constitution also provided for an honorary Chairman e 
of tho Contral Committoc -- a position cloarly tailor-mado for Mao. 


Tho "Roctification Campaign" 


Tho first shots in tho countor-rovolutionary campaign against tho 
national capitalist class were firod’ by Mao Tso-tung in two unpublished . e 
speochos: "On tho Ton Great Relationships" (delivered on April 25th, 
1956 to tho Political Buroau of tho CPC) and "Lot a Hundrod Flowors 
Bloom, Lot a Hundrod Schools Contond” (dolivorad on May 2nd, 1956 to 
tho Supromo Stato Conforonco). 
The ideas proposod by Mao, in thoso spoochos wore dovoloped and e 
embodied in his spooch "On tho Corroct Handling of Contradictions 
among the Poople" (dolivorod to’ a national propaganda conforonce — 


of the CPC on March 12th, 1957). 


This put forward a policy of libcralism towards countor- 
rovolutionary idecs: Classos should bo froo to put fo rd tho e 
S¢onlogy sehtch) ecsuae 
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"Tho bourgooisic and potty bourgcoisic ,are bound to give 
expression to thoir idoologics. It is inovitable that thoy 
should stubbornly porsist in oxpressing themsolvos in overy 
way possible on political and idoological quostions. You 
can't oxpoct them not to do so. We should not uso mothods 
of supprossion to provent thom from oxpressing themsolvos, 
but should allow thom to do so and at the same timo argue 
with thom and direct well-considored criticism at thom". 
(Mao Tse-tung: "On tho Corroct Handling of Contradictions 
among the People"; Poking; 1964; p. 40). 


This liboralism was to bo particularly appliod in cultural 
fiolds, whoro reactionary idoas may often servo to build up 
opposition groups Meter are ossontially political enpoL tion 
groups: ee : meget 


"Tho policy of letting a hundred flowors blossom and a 
hundred schools of thought contend is dosignod to promato 
the flourishing of the arts and tho progross of scionco. . . 

e Difforont forms and styles in art can dovelop freoly and 3 
difforent schools in scionee can contend froely. We think 
that; it is harmful to tho growth of art and scionco if 
administrativo measures are used to imposo one particular 
stylo of art or school of thought‘and to ban anothor. - Questions 
of right and wrong in the arts and scionces should be sottled ° 
e through free discussion in artistics and scientific circles 253 
and in the course of practical work in the.arts and sciencos. 
They should not bo settlod in summary fashion". ... 

Thesa two slogans -- lot a hundrod flowors blossom and a 
hundred schools of ‘thought contond -- havo: no.class charactors 
the proletariat can turn them to account, so can tho bourgeoisie 

e and othor.people". 4 i 
(Mao Tse-tung: ibid 3 


36, 41). Dia 
Tho most, crucial point in.Mao's speoch was his reference 
to tho disturbances which had beon taking placo in the. previous 
months. Ho proceeded to doclare that thore wore. vory fou. . 
e countor-rovolutionarics in tho country and that tho causo of those : 
disturbancos was "buroaucracy" in tho Communist Party and “new- 
domocratic" state, "bureaucracy" which must be stamped out: 


"Thore aro still countor-rovolutionarios, .but not many» ra 
Taking tho country as a wholo, thoro are certainly 
e not many countor-revolutionarios. it. would be wrong to say 
that there are still large numbors of counter-rovolutionarics ~ 
at large. Acceptance of that viow will also bread confusion. . . 


CONCERNING DISTURBANCES CREATED BY SMALL NUMBERS OF 
PEOPLE a 


The immodiato causo of thoso disturbances was tho 
failuro to satisfy cortain of thcir domands for matorial 
benefit, of which soma. should and could be mot. . . 
But a moro important causo was bureaucracy on the part of. * 
those in positions of loadership. In some cases, responsibility 
e for such bureaucratic mistakos should bo placod on tho highor 
authorities, and those at lowor levels should not be made to 
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boar all the blamo. . . 

In ordor to got rid of tho root causo of disturbances, wo must e 
stamp out buroaucracy. . « 

In a big country liko ours, it is nothing to got alarmod 
about if small numbors of pooplo should croate disturbancos;: 
rathor wo should turn such things to advantage to help us 
get rod of buroaucracy". 

(Mao Tso-tungs ibid.; p. 21, 22, 45, 46, 47). 


This viow, that an offensive by countor-rovolutionary forcos 
was to bo blaamod on to tho "failures" and "bureaucracy" of tho 
progressivo olements "in positions of loadorship" was, of courso, 
that put forward in the late.1920s by the Soviot revisionist Nikolai 
Bukharin -- the view on which Stalin commented: . : Way “se aang e 


"Bukharin's second mistake . . consists in his wrong, 
non-Marxian approach to the question of the intensification 
of the class struggle, of the incroasing rosistance of 
the capitalist elements. . . Bukharin and his frionds ... 
approach the matter not in a Marxian, but in a philistine e 
way, and try to oxplain tho intensification of the class 
struggle by all kinds of fortuitous causes, as, for instance, 
tho ‘incompetence! of the Sovict apparatus, tho 'incautious' 
policy of local: comrades, the ‘absonce' of floxibility, 
‘excasses', otc. o o 
Thus it follows that tho intensification of tho class e 
struggle is to be. explained by causes rolating to tho state 
of the Soviet apparatus, the compotonce or incompetence, 
the strength or woakness of our local organisations. It 
follows, for instance, that the wrecking activities of the 
bourgeois intellactuals in Shakhty,. which.aro.a form. of 
rosistance of the bourgeois elements to the Soviet government. e 
and a form of intensification of the class struggle, are to bo. 
explained, not by tho relation of class forces . . but by 
the incompetence of our apparatus... - . 
Thoro have been no cases in history where dying classes 
havo voluntarily departed from tho scene. There have beon no 
cases in history whero the dying bourgeoisie has not exerted : e 
all its remaining strength to praserve its existence. - Si Z 
Whether our lowor Soviet apparatus is good or ‘bad . ..the 2 ee 
dying classes will still carry on their resistance". 
(3. V. Stalin: "The Right Deviation in the CPSU (Be)",. 
in: "Leninism"; London; 1942; pe 257-58, 259). 


On the basis of Mao Tso-tung's formulation, a. "rectification 
campaign" was officially launched on April 30th, 1957, directed 
Ostensibly against bureaucracy in Party and state organs. 


In Novomber 1957 it was officially announced that during 
the campaign 300,000 Party and stato officials had boon romoved from 
their posts, most o jeso being in fact adherents o 9 Nationa. 
Capitalist faction heated by Liu Shao-chi. 


Taking advantage of the liberal policy embodied in the slogan 
"Let a hundred flowors blossom!" and of the "rectification campaign", 
the political ropresentativos of the ex-landlords and comprador. A e 
capitalists in tho so-callod "domocratic parties" launched during 
the summer of 1957 a strong campaign against tho Communist Party, 
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. demanding greator powers for those so-callod "democratic partics" to 
counteract tho "bureaucratic, tendencies" in. the Communist Party. 


The national capitalist faction within the Communist Party 
fought back vigorously against Mao's offensive. Publication of 
Mao's spoech was hold back, and took place only three months lator 
(on June 18th, 1957) aftor Mao had been forced to make. important : 
and humiliating rovisions, such as the introduction of criteria + he 

imiting the liberalism of the "hundred flowers" policy. 


And by the end of June the national capitalist faction had Po ae 
succeeded in transforming the "roctification campaign" into a 
campaign diroctod against "bourgoois rightists", dofined as the 
political Bopresentaiiygs of the ex-landlords and comprador 
capitalists: 
"There aro two oxploiting classes . . in China today. 
One of the exploiting classes comprises the bourgeois 3 
rightists who oppose socialism,.the landlord and comprador 
classes whose rulo has been overthroun, and other reactionaries. : 
The bourgeois rightists are to all intents and purposos agents 
of the imperialists, the romnant foudal and comprador forces, nr 
and Chiang Kai-shek's Kuomintang. The.other exploiting class 
comprises the national bourgeoisio and their intellectuals 
who are accepting socialist transformation step by step". 
(Liu Shao-chis Report on the Work of the Central Committeo, 
May 1958, in: "Second Session of the Eighth National Congress 
_ of tho Communist Party of China"; Peking; 1958; p. 21). 3; 


In January 1958 the national: capitalist faction wero able to 
force the dismissal of threo rightist Ministors -- members of the 
Democratic League -- who had beon most outspoken in their attacks. 
upon the Communist Party: Chang Po-chun (Minister of Communications), 
Lo Lung-chi (Minister of tha Timbor Industry) and Chang Nai-chi 
Minister of Food). And in February 1958 they wera able to force 
tho dismissal of ‘the rightist General Lung Yun, a member of the 
Kuomintang Rovolutionary Committeo, from tho post of Vico-Chairman 
of tho National Defonco Committoo, togothor with tho expulsion of. 


38 rightist doputies from the National People's Congress 


Following the intervention of Mao, who demanded that rightists 
who "promised to reform" should be rohabilitated, at the June/July 
1958 session of the People's Congress the dismissed rightist . ‘ 
Ministers wero permitted to make such promises. In December 1958 
they were restored to loading positions in their party and.by April 
1959 they wore taking part in meotings of the Peoplo's Political 
Consultative Conference -- tho joint advisory body comprising | tho 

Communist Party and the so-called "democratic parties". 


Tho "Great Loap Forwar: 


Having failed to achieve success in thoir attack on the faction 
representing the interests of tho national capitalists by the i 
"rightist" "rectification campaign" of 1957, in the following yoar 
the faction ropresonting the interosts of the pro-US ex-landlords 
and comprador capitalists, headed by Mao Tso-tung, launched an 
offensive under "leftist" slogans dircctod at alionating tho 


peasantry, the most numorous class in Chinoso society, from the the 


Togime, sc so seriously woakoning its social baso. 
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In the summor of 1958, thercforo, on tho inspiration of Mao : 

Tso-tung, a campaign was launched to bring about the transformation 

of tho collective farms into "people's communes", 


In goneral, people's communes were formed by the merging 
of some 20-30 collective farms into a single pcople's commune, 
embracing 20,000 or more members and spread over 40-100 villages. 


In the last six months of 1958 740,000 collective farms wore 
merged into 26,000 poople's communes embracing 120 million peasant 
houssholds (99% of the number of such houssholds). 


Under the communs system, the peasants (who had experienced 
only for a few brief months the individual ownership of the land 
which they had been demanding for a century) wore to be deprived 
of their personal plots of land, thoir small livestock and their 
Flomes (which they had retained under the collective farm system), 


these being transferred to the ownership of tho commune: 


"A1l land reserved for private use, private house sites, 
livestock and tree holdings owned by individuals are gradually 
turned over to common ownership". . 

("How to Run a People's Commune", ins © "Ronmin Ribao” (People's 
Daily), September 4th, 1958, in: "People's Communes in China"; 
Peking; |1958; p. 83). 


The peasants themselves were to be transformed from cooperatively - 
working petty bourgeois into rural wage-workers: 


"The people's commune. «' introduces a wage system whereby 
a basic wage is issuod together with a certain amount of award © 
(i.e., bonus -- Ed.), as is the current practice in most 
places", ~~ ~~ renee 
("From Agricultural Producers’, Cooperatives to People's 
Communes", in: “Hongqi" (Red Flag), September 16th, 1958, 
in: ibid.; p. 36). ae pacie AS 


and a collectivo, military-style lifo imposed upon thom: 


"Not only do they (iee., the people's communes. -- Eds) -: . 
have to collectivise labour furthor, but also to organise the 
collective way of life. .. at ‘ 

"Get organised along military lines, do things the. way 4 
battle duties are carried out and live collective lives". - 
("Greet the Upsurge informing People's Communes", in: 
"Hongqi" (Rod Flag) ,; September. dst, 1958, in: ibid. ;. ~pe-115 + 
13-14). 


In his spoech of 1957, "On the Correct: Handling of Contradictions 
among the People", Mao Tso-tung, in a passage doloted from later 
revised vorsions, had advocated tho sotting up of small industrial. wt ge 
enterprises as a. means of devoloping industrial production: S52 By 
"We must gradually build a large number of large-scale e 
modern enterprises as the mainstay of our industries. . « i 
But the majority of our entorprises should not be built in this 
way; we should sot up a far greater number of small and medium “t 
enterprises". y 
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(Mao Tse-tung: "On tho Correct Handling of Contradictions _ 
among the People" (first published version leaked from Warsaw), 
e ins "Keesing's Contemporary Archives", Volume 11; Brkekals 

p. 18683). 

In ‘accordance with, ‘this fadot of "Tha Thought of Mao Tse- tung 
therefore, the: people's communes were directed to set up small. 
blast-furnaces and ‘other small industrial ontorprises and to transfer 

e some labour from agriculture to these: se Sener alam aciity | Riaeie aay 


"The commune must devolop industry as rapidly as possible. 
The first things to be done in this fiold aro to set up. mines, 
iron and stecl plants and factories for manufacturing ball- 
bearings, farm tools, fertilisor and building materials and 
e for processing farm produco, repairing machinory, building: 
hydro-electric powor projects, installations for utilising 
methane, and other enterprises". 
(Draft Ragulations of the Weihsing (Sputnik) People's Commune, 
in: ibid. p. 64). 
e “the growth of rural industry ... demands the transfer Re) 
of some manpower from agriculture". a 
(Central Committeo, Communist Party of China: Resolution 
on the Establishment of People's Communes in the Rural Areas, 
ins ibid. Ps 2). 
e By October 1958 600, 000 small blast-furnaces were officially 
stated to have been set up by the people's ‘communes. 
yids : 
The faction headed by Mao Tse-tung presented tho qeoaitits i 
communes as vehicles for tho gradual transition of Chinese sociaty — 
to "communism: 


"The present pooplo's commune offers our country a good 
form of organisation to accelorato . . the transition to 
communism. It . . will grow and become tho primary unit 
of the future communist society". 

("Groet the Upsurge in Forming People's Communes", in: "Hongqi" 
e (Red Flag), September 1st, 1958; in: ibid.; p. 13). 


"The establishment of people's communes , . is the 
fundamental policy to guide the peasants to . . carry out the 
gradual transition to communism". 

(Central Committee, Communist Party of China: Resolution on 
e the Establishment of People's Communes in the Rural Areas, ins 
ibid.; p. 2-3). 


In fact, the people's communes were advised to introduce the 


distributive principle of communism -~ "to cach according ta his 


nesds™ --"in-¢ =- in in “certain sertain spheres ros_immodiatoly: - 


"In Hunan, which more than any other province has 
given shape and substance to people's communos, all commune 
members got their food free, and many other free benefits.as 
well. “This is'part of tho new distribution system. . . 

The income of commune members is thus divided into two 

e parts: one part is rocoived on the ‘supply system', according 

to the principle 'to each according to his noeds', the other 
part is recoived according to the principle 'to each according 
to his work' in the form of wages and bonusos". 
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("Transition ‘to Communism", ins "Peking Review", Volume 1, 
No. 32, 1958; p. 5). e e 


"The introduction of a. distribution systom of half supply 
(i.e., on the basis of 'to each according to his neods! -- Ed.) 
and half. payment in wages in most of .tho people's communes is. 
an inovitable result of tho development of the People! See 


communes". e 
(Li Hsien-nien: "what I saw in the People's Communes", 
in: "Peking Review", No. 37, 1958; p. 13). 
Mao Tse-tung himself made a personal tour of North China 
to press the leaders of the commungs to extend the supply system 
to a wider range of goods and services: og a eats e 


"Chairman Mao said to the Communist Party secrotary 
of the province that if one commune can provide free meals 
to all its mombers, there is no reason why other communes 
can't do the. same. And he added: .'If we can do this with 
food, by and by we can also do the same,with clothes'". | ‘ e 
("More on inman,Mai's, Visit", in: "Peking Review", No. 33, .; 
1958; ps. 4)» ee ar ge 


ot 
This policy was declared to be based on a few facet of "The 


Thought of Mao Tse-tung" -- the " gamit transition to . 
communism": 5 lan, SR ; z 


"The. Chinese poople. have. grasped the guiding ideology. ,.- 
of the. Communist. Party's Central, Committee and Fontes: 
Tse-tung on uninterrupted revolution" x 
("Greet the Upsurge in Forming People's Communes" ins 
(Red Flag), September..1st, 1958, ins ibid.; p. 13). . e 


“Chairman Mao did not restrict the application of tho 
Marxist-Leninist theory of uninterrupted revolution to. the 
one point of democratic. revolution changing into socialist 
revolution but . . fully extended the application of this 
theory in ordor to guide the complete rovolutionary movement e 
of our country, including ... the transition from socialism. 
to communism". peewee 
(Chih Liao-chou: "Disseminate the Ideoldgy of Communism"; b 
in "Hsueh-hsi" (Learning), No. 19, October 10th, 1958). f) 


But Marxism-Leninism, in fact, emphasises that before the e 
transition can occur from socialism (in which distribution is 
based on the principle: “to each according to his work") to communism 
(in which distribution. is based on the principle "to each according 
to his needs") not only is it necessary for a socialist social Syste = 
to havo been constructed (which was not the case in China in 1958 
But this must have developed to the stage where tuo pro-roqui; i 


have been met: 


in 2ase_in production; and 
utlook on the part of the working people 


Firstly, a 


. "The stata vill be able to wither away completely when 
society can apply tho rule: 'From each according to his ability, 
to each according to his needs', i.c., when people have 
become so accustomed to observing the fundamental rules of 
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social life and when their labour is so productive that they 
will voluntarily work according to their ability". 
(V. I. Lenin: "The State and Revolution", in: ,."Selected Works", 
Volume 7; Londons; 1946; p. 88). 


At first it was officially claimod that very large increases 
in both agricultural and industrial production had been achicved 
y_ the "Great Ceap Forward", but a communique of the Centra. 
Tommittes of the Communist Party, issued after its meeting at 
Lushan in August 1959 admitted that the figures issued had been . 
greatly exaggerated. Only 250 million tons of grain had produced : v 
in-1958 instead of the target of 375 million tons; only 8 million 
tons of steel had been produced in the same year instoad of the 
target of 11 million tons. The communique was particularly critical 
of the small-scale steel furnaces set up within tho communos,- 
the product of which was doscribed as "suitable only for rural 
requirements", so that "backyard-produced metal" would not figure 
in future in the state oconomic plans. As a result of these 
deficiencies the grain targat for 1959 was reduced from 525 
million tons to 275 million tons, and the target for steel from 
18 million tons to 12 million tons. It remains only to add that 
by 1961 China was having to import largo quantitios of grain from”, 
Australia, Canada and othor countrios. 


That the results of tho "Great Loap Forward" were not more 
economically disastrous and: that it-failod in its primary object 
of alienating the peasantry from the regimo was duc to the fact * 
that the worst excesses (the introduction of tho wage system 
and of communist principlos of distribution) wore roversed at a 
meoting of the Central Committee held from November 28th to 
Decomber 10th, 1958, at-lWuhan. The resolution adopted by the... = . 
Contral Committoo declared: iota si 


“Every Marxist must soborly realise that the. transition 
from socialism to communism is a fairly long and complicated 
process of development and that throughout this entire process 
society is still socialist in nature.:. . + 

The communist system of distribution . . can be put ~~ 
into effect only when there is a great abundance of social 
products. In the absence. of this condition, any tiegation of 
tho principle 'to each according to his work' will tend to 
dampen the working enthusiasm of the people and is thorofore 
disadvantageous to the development of production . . and hence 
to speeding the realisation of communism. . « 

Any premature attempt to negate the principle of 'to each 
according to his work! and roplace it with the principle. of 
"to each according to his needs', that is, any attempt to enter © 
communism by over-reaching ouneéLuas when conditions are ©. . : 
not mature -- is undoubtedly a Utopian concept that cannot 
possibly succeed. . » 2 

We should not groundlessly make doclarations that the 
people's communes in the countryside will’. . ‘enter communism 
immediately', and so on. To do such things is not only an 
expression of rashness, it will groatly lower the standards of 
communism in the minds of the people, distort the great ideal of 
communism and vulgarise it, strengthen the petty-bourgesis trend 
towards equalitarianism and adversely affect the Seve Leanne 
of socialist construction. . . 

Wo must not . . drop into the Utopian droam of ekipping 
the socialist stage and jumping over to the communist stago", 
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(Resolution on Some Questions concerning the People's 
Communes, 6th Plenum CC, CPC, ins "Poking Review", No. 43, . e 
1958; p. 12, 13). 


Furthermore, at the meeting of the Contral Committee the 
national capitalist faction, headed by Liu Shao-chi, was successful 
in removing Mao Tse-tung, the principal author of the thoory of : 
"uninterrupted transition to communism", from the position of e 
President, i.e., Head of State, of the Peoplots Republic of China. 


In April 1959 tho National People's Congress olected Liu Shao-i sobs 
the leader of the national capitalist faction within the Communist’ 
Party, to succoed Mao as President of tho PRC. 


"The Groat Debate”. epee wae 


By the boginning of. 1960,- therefore, the-national capitalist 
faction headed by Liu Shao-chi.occupied the- dominant position - 
in the Communist Party.of China and wore engaged in a degree... - : 
of struggle with the pro-US danvdinntoomonerte capitalist.faction.: - e 
headed by: Mao Tse-tunge. :.) - 5 * 


By this time, however, it had become idee chat the Soviet” 
revisionist: leadorship, headed by: Nikita Khrushchov, had embarked 
on a foreign policy of collaboration with US imperialis “ 


This was the findenonted cause of the rift which now ps 
developed betweon the dominant Chinese revisionist Faction, 
Readed by Liu Shao-chi, and the Soviot revisionists. This.was 
Tater admitted by the leaders of the CPC: 


"In complete disregard of the common conclusion of the e 
1957 Declaration that US imperialism is the enemy of all tho 
people‘of ‘the world, the leadership of the CPSU passionately 
sought collaboration with US imporialism. . . Particularly 
around the time of tha Camp David Talks in September 1959, 
Khrushohov lauded Eisonhowor to tho skies!. 
("The Origin and Development of the Differencos between the e 
Leadership of the CPSU:and Ourselves"; Poking; 1963; pe 24). 


Accordingly, on -April 22nd, 1960 tho Chinese revisionist . 
leadership opened a propaganda offensive.against the Soviet 
revisionists at a special. meeting in Peking organised by the EB 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China,to celebrate e 
the 90th anniversary of the birth of Lenin. ‘The reporter, 


Luetenesyay seolenses 2 : a 


"We cone that US imperialism is ete most vigtous. ‘and 
cunning enemy of the people's revolution in various countries, 
of the national liberation movement and of world. peace. e 
And.Eisenhower is now the chieftain of US imperialism. Lenin 
pointed out long ago that US imperialism is the most vicious 
: enemy'of the people of the whole world playing the role of _ 


gendarme". : 2 
(Lu Ting-yiz "Unite under Lenin's Revolutionary Banner!",. in: 


"Long Live Loniniem"; Peking; 1960; p. 103). 4 
19 
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Therefore, proceeded Lif} a position of struggle ‘against US” ‘ 
imperialism is the touchstone which determines whether a Party 

leader is a genuine or a spurious revolutionary: f 


"Whether or not one dares to expose the imperialists, 
and especially the US imperialists, whether or not one dares 
to struggle against them, is the touchstone of whether or not 
he wants to carry out the people's revolution, to win the 
complete emancipation of the oppressed nations and to win a. 
genuine world peace". 

(Lu Ting-yis ibid.; p. 104). 


But the "modern revisionists" (as yet unspecified) are ‘betraying 
revolutionary principles by preaching collaboration with US “ 
imperialism: is Pe - 


"The modern revisionists completely betray the 
revolutionary spirit of Marxism-Leninism, the interests of the 
People of the world, and submit and surrender to the bourgeoisie 
and the imperialists. They maintain that the imperialists 
have changed their nature and abandoned their war policy of 
their own“accord. They are doing their utmost to camouflage 
the US impé¥ialists' policies of aggression and war, to. - 
prettify imperialism and Eisenhower, the chieftain of the US 
imperialists. As described by them, Eisenhower has become a 
"peace emissary', US imperialism is.no longer the enemy of 
Peace, no longer the enemy’ of the national liberation movements 
of the colonies and semi-colonies, and no longer the most: 
vicious enemy of the people of the entire world". 

(Lu Ting-yis* ibid.; p. 101). : 


Because the revisionism of the dominant faction in the 
Communist Party of China was a "loft" revisionism which represented 
the interests of the Chinese national capitalists, whose interests 
required armed national-democratic revolutionary struggle against, . . 
the remnants of the landlord and comprador capitalist classes,, tho. 
Chinese revisionists were able to criticise correctly the Soviet. 
Tevisionists for tl eir illusory programme of “peaceful, parliamentary 
erenettionn. a ee ee a 


“Lenin repeatedly pointed out that the proletarian: 
revolution” must smash the bourgeois state machinery and replace 
it with the dictatorship ‘of the proletariat. . . 

The modern revisionists . . think that imperialism will 
step down from the stage of history of its own accord,.without 
a revolution. . . se 

Under the pretext of a so-called "historical, non-dogmatic! 
approach to the theoretical legacy left by Lenin, they, have 
attacked the revolutionary content and revolutionary spirit 
of Marxism-Leninism". . et 
(Lu Ting-yiz: ibid.; 90, 98). 


Thus it came about that the Chinese revisionists. were able, 
in "the Great Debate" within the international communist movement 
to play an important progressive role in exposing the right 
revisioniem of the leaders of the CPSU and of those parties which 
Supported its position ideologically. PF 
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In June 1960 the Soviot revisionists made a counter-attack upon the 
Chinese revisionists at a meeting of representatives of various Communist 
Parties held in Bucharest: _ 


"At,-Bucharest, to our amazement, the leaders of the CPSU . .-.* 
unleashed a surprise assault on the Chinese Communist Party, . aid 
turning the spearhead of struggle against us and not against 

US imperialism". 

("The Origin and Development of the Differences betueen 

the ee of the CPSU and ote aguebeh Peking; 1963; 

p. 29). f 


and in July carried this counter-attack into the sphere of 
state relations: 


soya "In, July the: Soviet Government suddenly took:a 
unilateriai decision recalling all the Soviet experts in China 
within one month, thereby tearing up hundreds of agreements and 
contracts". 

(Ibid.; p. 32). 


The. removal of Nikita Khrushchov as First Secretary of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union in October 1964, and his 
replacement by Leonid Brezhnev signified the coming to power of 
a revisionist. faction representing the interests of the new 
class of Soviet. neo-imperialists,-of state monopoly capitalists 
who felt able to reject Khrushchov's. foreign policy’ of,-in effect, 
subordinating Soviet neo-imporialism to United States imperialism. 


The. Chinese revisionist faction headed by Liu Shao-chi ue 
were therefore justified in hoping that Khrushchov's replacement . 
signified a change in foreign policy on the part of the Soviet . 
revisionists to one in line with their own opposition to US 
imperialism: 


"The collapse of Khrushchov is a great victory for the 
Marxist-Leninists of-the world in their persistent struggle 
against -revisionism. Tt ‘marks the bankruptcy, the fiasco, of 
modern revisionism. .:. 

Khrushchov ... .sought .'all-; round cooperation’ with 
US imperialism and fallaciously “maintained jthat-the heads of the 
Soviet Union and tho United States would 'dacide the fate ‘of bs 
humanity', constantly praising the chieftains of US imperialism 
as having a sincere desire for peace’. « . 

Under the signboard,of 'peaceful coexistence! he did his 
utmost to oppose and sabotage the national..liberation.movement 
and went so far as to work hand in glove with.US imperialism 
in suppressing the revolutionary struggles of the Sppressed 
nations. . « 

Beyond all doubt, the great Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union and the great Soviet people, with their 
revolutionary.traditions, are fully capable of making new 
contributions in safeguarding the great socialist. achievements, 
the lofty prestige of the first socialist power founded by 
Lenin, the purity of Marxism-Leninism and the victorious 
advance of the revolutionary cause of the proletariat. 

Let the international communist movement unite on the 
basis of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism!" 
("Why Khrushchov Fell"; Peking; 1964; ps. 1, 3-4, 5, 11-12). 
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But the new Soviet revisionist leadership was determined to 
reorientate their foreign policy away from the former collaboration 
with US imperialism gradually, and it-was not for severet years 
that ents reorientation became clear. 


is iScos Report of. tho Central Committee of “the Marxists Lenindet 
Organisation of Britain on THE ROLE OF "CENTRIST REVISIONTEM, 
~ ins. "REO FRONT", March 1970; p. 23-25). 
Thus, ‘in November 1965 the Chinese national capitalist: ‘faction 
* were sayings: a : 


“WHave” the new leaders of the CPSU’. . changed from being 
, @ force allied with US imperialism to one opposing it? 

, The facts show they have not... . 

The: replacement of Khrushchov by these ‘new leaders’ has 3 

‘ been,merely a ehenos of personalities in, the meytstonse§ 
dynasty". 

("Refutation oF the New Leaders of the CPSU on United A tion", 
“ins. "Peking Review", November 12th, 1965; p. 13, 19). 


And. in the following year the anti-US imperialist national 
capitalist faction. headed by Liu Shao-chi came under the counter- 
revolutionary attack of ‘the pre-US Landiped/ conprados capitalist 
faction headed by. Mao Tse-tung.. 


THE GRAND STRATEGY OF COUNTER- REVOLUTION = 


By 1959, therefore, the pro-US landlords and conpradas 
capitalists had seen their positions seriously weakened as a 
result of: the developing -national-democratic revolution carried’ 
out within the framework of the "new-democratic" state under" 
the léadership of Fe nations: capitalist class. 


. The lend SePate had “Tigiceated the landlord clases and capitalism 
had ‘made rapid development (and with it, the position of the national 
capitalist.class) as is.shown from. the suitors’ Hae ei for the 
increasing nuEses of the working class: 

"Before ‘Tabaretlon in 4948, haze were pie 2. a million 
employees and workers. After liberation, in 1957, the 

“number rose to 23,973,000 about ten times as many". 

("Workers and Trade Unions in China", in: "Peking Review", 

_ Volume 1, No. 95 Apria. 29th, 1958; p. 13). 


The: attempt to Weaken the position of the pouaedaer 
representatives of the national capitalists in the "rectification 
campaign" of 1957 had miscarried and been turned against its 
authors... The attempt to alienate the collectivised peasantry © 
by the measures of the "Great Leap Forward" of 1958 had also 
failed, and had led to the removal of the leader of the 
faction of the Communist Party ropresenting. the interests of the: 
pro-US ex-landlords .and comprador capitalists, Mao Tse-tung, 
from the position of Head of. State and his replacement by the 
leader of .the faction of the Communist Party ciaicualrnad ene 
interests of the national capitalists, Liu Shao-chi. =.: 


‘Clearly, if the national-democratic revolution were to be -- 
checked and, if possible, reversed, A FULL-SCALE COUNTER-| REVOLUTION 
WOULD BE NECESSARY. 
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What form, to have a reasonable chance of success in the 
existing conditions of China, must this counter-revolution take? -. ® 


China was a huge country of 700 million people, the majority 
being peasants and workers deluded, for the moment, into believing 
that they shared in political power in the "new-democratic" 
state which,had now, in some unexplained manner, become a "socialist 
state", the “dictatorship of the working class". It had the e 
largest Communist Party in the world which, although revisionist 
in character, was in the main. controlled by the faction representing 
the interests of the national capitalists, headed by Liu Shao-chi. ; 


Clearly, therefors, to be successful, a counter-revolution would 
have tc take the form of a large-scale civil war, a counter-revolution e 
designed to smash the Communist Party and the organisations of the 
working class and establish the dictatorship of the pro-US ex- 
landlords and comprador bourgeoisie, ONE WHICH COMBINED FASELBI- 
TYPE VIOLENCE WITH UNPARALLELED "LEFTIST" DEMAGOGY. 


The situation, indeed, had elements in common with the es 
situation which led to the offensive against the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union in the period up to 1927, that led by Trotsky 
and others, exhibiting similar "leftist" demagogy. As Stalin 
commented at the 7th Plenum of the Executive Committee ores, : 
Communist International: rts} 


"what do all these facts show? 

The 'Left' camouflage of opportunist actions has been 
one of the most characteristic features of all the various 
opposition trends in our-Party during the period since ie 
seizure of power. | of 

What isthe explanation, of this phenomenon? - a e 

The éxplanation lies in the revolutionary spirit of the 
proletariat of the USSR, the profound revolutionary traditions 
that are deep-seated in our proletariat. The explanation 
lies in the downright hatred in which anti-revolutionary and 
opportunist. elements are held .by the workers of the USSR. 5 
The explanation lies in the fact that.our workers will simply -. e 
not listen to an open opportunist, and that therefore the 
‘revolutionary! camouflage is a bait designed to attract, 
if only..by its outward appearance, the attention of the workers 
and to inspire them ‘with confidence in the opposition". 

(3. V. Stalin: "Once More on the Social-Democratic Deviation 
in our Party", in: "Works", Volume 9; Moscow; ,1954; p. 18-19). e 


Thus, the counter-revolutionaries, utilising the campaign 
"against revisionism" launched by the faction headed by Liu 
Shao-chi, sought to present their counter-revolutionary 
offensive as A STRUGGLE"FOR MARXISM-LENINISM AGAINST ng 
REVISIONISM", as A STRUGGLE "AGAINST THOSE IN HIGH PLACES ¥ e 
TAKING THE CAPITALIST ROAD", as "A GREAT PROLETARIAN ee 

CULTURAL REVOLUTION". 


And since, in the eicounstatiode thon eitsting in China, 
the ex-landlords and comprador capitalists could not hope to 
exert their rule through any form of "parliamentary democracy", e 
with the "civil liberties" appropriate to it, the aim of the 
counter-revolutionaries could only be THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
REPRESSIVE MILITARY DICTATORSHIP DISGUISED UNDER RED FLAGS, 
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The Soizure of the Army High Command 
my gh Command 


The first aim of ‘the counter-revolutionaries was to gain 

e control-of the High Command of the People's Liberation Army, _ 
with the aim of transforming it into the main instrument ‘of force * 

for the imposition and maintenance of their military dictatorshi, 


The main obstacle which stood in the way of this plan was” 
Marshal Peng Toh-huai, who had been Minister of Defence P 
e since 1949 and who had commanded the Chinese ‘Volunteer forces 
in the Korean War of 1950-53, - 


Peng had for soma years taken his stand on the side of. the 
national capitalist class, and had opposed the attempts of the 
counter-revolutionary faction headed by Mao. Tse-tung to make the 

e revisionist "Thought of Maa Tse-tung" == now the ideology of the 
pro-US ex-landlord and comprador capitalists -- the guiding 
principle in the work of the Party and, in particular, of the 
armed forces: : 

"As. far back as the Seventh National Congress of the |" 

e Party (in 1945 -- Ed.), Peng Teh-huai openly opposed the 

laying: doh” in “the Party Constitution of Mao-Tse-tung's thought 
as the guiding thought of the Party. .« . Tho 'Requlations 

of Committees of the Chinese Communist Party in the Army 

(Draft) ', prepared in 1953, originally included -the following 

article: --'The Party committees take Mao Tse-tung's Thought 

-- which integrates Marxist-Leninist theory with the practice 

of the Chinese revolution:-~ as the guiding principle of all 

their work', This article constituted the ,cord.of the - 

draft regulations but Peng Teh-huai cut it. out, when ‘hs’ 

revised the draft". i < 

e (Lin Hsin-kung: "Settle Accounts. with Peng Teh=-huai for .. 

his Heinous Crimes . . ", in: “Peking Review", No. 36, — 

19673 pe 14).- : 


"Peng Teh=huai has long been making vicious attacks 
and spreading slanders inside the Party and the armed 
forces against Comrade Mao Tse-tung, the loader of the 
Party, .and against other leading Comrades. of: the Central 
Committee and its Military Commission". ase” ae 
(Resolution of ‘the 8th Plenary Session of--the 8th, 

Central Committee, August 16th, 1959, ins "Peking Review", 
No. 34, 1967; p. 9), : 


Peng Toh-huai was one of the more outspoken critics of 


.". « certain transient and partial- shortcomings in 
our great movements the great leap forward and the people's 
communes" ti * ci moa : 
(Rosolution.. 3, in:, ibid.; p. 8). 
at the 6th Plonum of the Central Committee held in Lushan 
in November-December 1958, but wished to carry the repudiation 
of Mao's line of “uninterrupted transition to communism" to 
the point of a public denunciation of Mao. At ‘the Plenum’ he 


". « came out in opposition to the . . leadership 
of the Contral Committoo and Comrade Mao Tse-tung" 


(Resolution. ., in: ibid.; p. 10). : 
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The majority of the national capitalist faction, headed by 
Liu Shao-chi, were, however, unwilling to bring about. an e 
irrevocable split in the Communist Party and the state apparatus, 
since this would force them to mobilise the working class in a | 
revolutionary struggle, and preferred to take up & compromising - 
position.*' : < 


Commenting in October 1959 on the Lushan meeting of the e 
Central Committee, Liu Shao-chi wrote merely: ete pete O 


"There have been controversies between different viows 
within our Party on the questions of . . the big leap 
forward and people's communes". » . 


(Liu’ Shao-chi: "The Victory of Marxism-Leninism in China", e 
ins. "Peking Review", Volume 2, No. 39; October 1st, 1959; 
pe'M)e 


The majority of the national capitalist faction therefore 
sided with the ex-landlord/comprador bourgeois faction against 
the minority of the national capitalist faction headed by 
Peng Teh-huai in resisting a public denunciation of Mao who, 
as a face-saving gesture, was permitted to "propose his own 
resignation" from the position of Head of State, i.6.,. President 


of the Peopl Republic, ‘in order to: . 


at-Loninist 


‘4, , get ‘aside moré “time for Mar: 
theoretical work" ae ae: Wes siee 
(Decision Approving Comrads Mao Tse-tung's Proposal on 

Chairmanship,’ 6th Plerium CC, CPC, citedin?. "Peking Review", 
Volume 13 No. 43; ‘pe 9). ae : " 


and the Central Committce approved 


« this proposal ‘of Comrade Mao Tse-tung ae AOE ‘to 
renominate him again as candidate for Chairman of the 
People's Republic of China". 

(Tbidey pe De "7 


And Peng Teh-huai, who had demanded the denunciation of Mao, 
was removed from his post as Minister of Defence and replaced 
y Marshal Lin Piao, who later became known as hairman Mao's 
closest comrade-in-arms". " 
While this represented a victory for the ex-landlord/comprador 
capitalist faction headed by Mao Tse-tung, the national capitalist 
faction headed by Liu Shao-chi wore able to score two victories: 
the appointment of their adherent Lo Jui-ching, the Minister of 
Public Security, as Chief of Staff (announced in September 7956) 
and the election by the National People's Congress in’ April 1959 
of their leader, Liu Shao-chi, as President of the PRC in, succession 
€o Maas el = a 


Furthermore, tho national capitalist fattion headed by Liu , 
Shao-chi opened a campaign within tho Party to reverse the’ removal |. 
of Peng Teh-hua fakes 


"The top Party person in authority taking the capitalist 
road (a°term usod by tho counter-revolutionarios to denote 
Liu Shao-chi--- Ed.) . . whipped up tho evil wind of reversing 
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the corroct verdict passed on the Right opportunists. . .° ‘ 
He vainly tried to help Peng Teh-huai rise again and resume ~ 
command of the armed forces". 

("Pang Teh-huai and his Bohind-the-Scenes Boss Cannot Shirk 
Responsibility for their Crimes", oditorial ins "Renmin 
Ribao" (People's Daily), August 16th, 1967, ins "Peking 
Review", No. 35, 1967; p. 7). 


"Later he (i.o., Liu Shao-chi -- Ed.) openly attacked the 
Lushan Mesting and mado absurd allegations such as that — 
‘the Lushan Meeting made a mistako!." -.. 
("Along the Socialist or the penieelteeeh Road?", ins spchiiay 
Review", No. 34, 1967; pe 15)- P 1 


"China's Khrushchov (another term used by the counter- 
revolutionaries to denote Liu Shao-chi -- Ed.) . . openly tried 
to reverse the verdict on Peng Teh-huai at the enlarged Work 
Conference of the Party's Central Committee held in January 
1962. He said in Peng Teh-huai's defence that in Peng's 
anti-Party programme 'much is in conformity with the facts! 
and 'it shouldn't be regarded as a mistake'.. He viciously 
attacked the struggle led by Chairman Mao against Peng Teh-huai's 
anti-Party clique as 'an erroneous struggle that over~stepped 
the limits'., With powerful support and encouragement from 
China's Khrushchov, Peng Teh-huai brought out in June 1962 
a document running into a full 80,000 cee aimed at reversing 
the verdict passed. on, him". 

("From the Defeat of -Peng: Toh-huai to the Bankruptey of! ae 
China's Khrusbchov", in: "Peking Review", No. 34, 1967;,, p. 20). 


On December 24th, 1966 Pong Teh-huai-was "arrested" by * 
"Red Guards" at Chengtu, but in August of 1967 the counter-revolutionaries 
were still demanding: 


"Let us thoroughly settle accounts with Peng Teh-huai 
for his crimes against the.Party, against socialism-and against 
Chairman Mao". 
(Ibid.; ~p. 35). 


However, a further obstacle had now to be removed in order 
to place the High Command of the army securoly in the hands of the 
counter-revolutionary faction headed by Mao Tse-tung. This obstacle 
was the Chief of Staff, General Lo Jui-ching. o Fem a 


Lo ceesed to appear in his official capacity after Novembor 
1965, but no official announcement of his removal was made and 
it was not until August 1966 that thig-was implied*in the official 
reference to General Yang Cheng-fu as Acting Chief of Staff. It 


was Yang who later pu€ forward the slogai 


"Thoroughly establish the absolute authority of the 
Great Supremo Commander Chairman Mao . 
(Yang Cheng-wu: "Thoroughly Establish . 
"Peking Review", No. 46; 1967; p. 17-24). 


» eto.", ins 

7 eta | 
Lo Jui-ching, a member of the Secretariat of the Central Committea 

of the Party, had been Minister.of Public Security from 1949 until his 

military appointment in 1959, and had become in that position a 

particular target of hatred on the part of the counter-ravolutionary 

faction headed by Mao Tse-tung. On Docember 20th 1966 Lo Jui-ching 
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was "arrested" by "Red Guards", and on January 4-5th, 1967 was 
paraded and denounced, along with other leading ropresentatives: : e 
of tho national capitalist faction, bofore mass rallios in Peking. 


The charges’ against Lo which were published later by the 
faction headed by Mao Tse~tung were: that, after the removal of 
Pong Teh-huai as Minister of Defence, 


“Lo Jui-ching became the foremost champion of the 
reactionary bourgeois militery line". 
(Prolotarian Rovolutionaries of the Headquartors of the : 
General Staff of the, Chinese Peoplo's Liboration Army: "Basic: ; 
Differences between the Prolotarian and Bourgeois Military 
Lines", in: "Peking Review", No. 48, 1967; p. 11). e 


What was this "bourgeois military line" alloged to have been 
championed, by Lo Jui-ching? ~ = : 


Firstly, it was alloged that 


, . the military. thinking of Lo Jui-ching is. founded 
on the theory that weapons docide everything". 2 
(Ibide;) pe 13). ‘ ‘ : 


Yot Lo Jui-ching is on rocord. as amphasieing. that. avail 


“an ) THE HISTORICAL EXPERIENCE OF THE ANTI=FASCIST WAR 
ALSO TEACHES US THAT WEAPONS ARE AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN WAR ;: -. 
BUT NOT THE DECISIVE FACTOR, AND THAT PEOPLE ANDO NOT THINGS: 
ARE THE FUNDAMENTAL FACTOR DETERMINING THE OUTCOME OF WAR". . 
(Lo Jui-chings: . "Commomorate the. Victory over Gorman Fascism!"; 
<aaPgking 1965; pe 16)., ss eer . ack 73 2°08 e 


Secondly, it was alleged that 


"Lo Jui-ching frenziodly ‘opposed Chairman:Mao's strategic 
principle of sctive defence and made every effort to push the 
strategic principle of passive defence for no other purpose ¢* * e 
than that of meeting the political needs of imporialism and 
modern revisionism". ‘ 
(Proletarian Revolutionaries . « 3 ibid.; p. 15). 


Yet Lo Jui-ching is on record as emphasising that 


e 
", . THE HISTORICAL EXPERIENCE OF THE ANTI-FASCIST WAR 
ALSO TEACHES US THAT THE STRATEGY OF ACTIVE DEFENCE IS THE 
ONLY CORRECT STRATEGY FOR THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES IN FIGHTING 
AGAINST ,IMPERIALISM". : y ee $ “ 
(Lo Jui-ching: - ibid.; p. 13). : ie " me, e 


Thirdly, it was alleged that 

", , Lo Jui-ching wanted to subordinate politics to 
military affairs, to make military affairs command politics". 
(Prolotarian Revolutionaries . . ; ibid.; Pp. 13). 


Yot Lo’ Jui-ching is on record as holding the exact opposite: 
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e -. "What gave the Soviet Army the strength to stand up to and 
defeat. Hitlor's fascist army? . . It was because the Soviet Union 
reliod on tho pooplo, tho socialist systom, revolutionary 
political work in the Red Army and the Marxist-Loninist leadership 
of tho Communist Party", 

(Lo Jui-ching: ibid.; p. 17). 


It is cloar, therefore, that the real roason for the campaign: 
against Lo Jui-ching was that, as an adhoront of tho national ~ 
capitalist faction headed by Liu.Shao-chi, he opposed tho introduction 
into tho Pooplo's Liboration Army of the cult of Mao Tse-tung'’s 
personality and the rovisionist "Thought of Mao Tse-tung™, which 
® had now on me tho ideology of tha countor-: Tevolutionary ox-landlord 
and comprador capitalist c. Assos. Ho was "gui. ty _o 


", . opposing tho thorough establishment ce our army’ of 
ig the absolute authority of ‘the great thought of Mao Tse-tung. 
Comrado Lin’Piao said that Mao Tse-tung's thought is .'living 
@ Marxism-Leninism at its highest in our time! Lo .Jui-ching, 
the counter-revolutionary revisionist, asserted nonsonsically: 
"We ‘cannot’ say that'". F 
(Yang Cheng-wu: "Thoroughly Establish. . ", in: "Peking 
Review", No. 56, 1967; p. 21). 


With the High Command of the People's Liberation Army in their 
grip, the OUT SEESrevelITionerl se: were ready for the next step 
in their strategical plan. 


Tho Transformation of the Army 
aR Ee oe ee 


® Of course, thé’ seizure of tho High Command of the People's 
Liboration Army was not sufficient for the purpose of: the counter- 
revolutionary faction headed by Mao Tse-tung. This purpose 

required the ideological transformation of the army, down to the 
lowest ranks, into an obediont. tool of the counter-revolutionary ..,,” 
factio is 


Following the appointment of Lin Piao as Minister of Defence 
in 1959, in 1960 tho Military Commission of the Central Committee 
of the Party (Chairman: mao Tsoe-tung; Vice-Chairman: Lin Piao) 
issued to the Peoplo's Liberation Bony a call for the study of Mao 
Tsa-tung's thought. “i a eee 


IhMay 1964-the Political eel ‘ofthe People's Liberation 
Army published the first edition of the "Quotations from Chairman 
Mao Tse-tung" for issue to, and study by, avery membor of tha army. 


In.January 1966 the General Political Department of the People's 
® Liberation Army held a twenty-day conference on political work in the , 
army. This conference ondorsed Lin Piao's five-point principle 
guiding the PLA, the first point of which was to: 


",. . creatively study and apply Chairman Mao's works, 
and, in particular, make the utmost effort to apply them;- 
@ regard Chairman Mao's works as the highest instructions on 
all aspects of the work of the army". 
("PLA Conference on Political Work", in: "Peking Review", No. 4; 
1966; p. 5). e's 
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But the conference went further. It went on record as holding 
that the broad masses of the army had now been ideologically 
remoulded to accept the guidance, not of the Communist Party, which & 
was still under the leadership of the national capitalist faction 
headed by Liu Shao-chi, but of Mao Tse-tung personally: 


, "The conference... . noted that the broad masses of cadres 
and fighters showed . . groater political consciousness 
in remoulding their ideology and directing their activities in e 
accordance with the guidance given by Chairman Mao Tse-tung". 
("PLA Conference on Political Work", in: ibid.; p. 5). 


Thus, by the beginning of 1966 the counter-revolutionary 
conspirators had-confidence that the People's Liberation Army was 
an instrument of force which they could use in their offensive . @ 
against- the national capitalist faction headed by Liu Shao-chi, against 
the Communist Party which this Faction Ted, and against the. Path 
organisations of tho working people who would support this faction” ~.. 
against ea counter-revolution on the part of ‘the ex-landlords ‘and pro-US" 
comprador bourgsoisio. a 


Events showed, however, that this confidence was not completely 
justified, ©.) 0 +2, : : 


a te The Initiation of the "Cultural Revolution" 


The "leftist" propaganda campaign to prapare.the road for the 
counter-revolutionary offensive was opened by Mao Tse~tung himself 
in 1962: 


“itat the Tonth. Plenary Session of the Party's Eighth, Central - 
Committeo in 1962, our great leader Chairman Mao issued his call 
to battles e 
‘NEVER FORGET CLASS STRUGGLE'” 
("From the Defeat of Peng Teh-huai to the Bankruptcy of China's 
Khrushchov", in: "Hongi" (Red Flag), cited in: "Peking Review", 
No. 34,1967; p. 20). . : - ae 


It will be noted that Mao does,.not cail.upon, the working people _ e 
of China to’prepare themselves for class struggle against the remnants 
of the landlord and comprador ‘capitalist classes in order to complete ~~ 
the national-democratic revolution, nor against the national capitalist 
class in order to carry through the socialist revolution. The vague 
slogan "Never forget class struggle" left open by which class and 
against which class this never-to-be-forgotten class struggle was to. e 
be waged. This this became clearer later. eo ‘ 


The next step in the stratogical plan for counter-revalution * 
came in-May 1963 when the Central Committee of the CPC adopted lao's 


acl 


call for a "socialist education movement": 


"The "Decision of the Central Committee of the Chinese 
Communist Party on Some Problems in Current Rural Work (Draft)', 
that-is,. the first 'Ten Points' mapped out under the personal 
direction of Chairman Mao in May 1963, issued the great call 
for the launching of a socialist education movement. In this 
extromoly important document, Chairman Mao told the whole Party e 
and tha ontire Chinese people that if the existence of classes 
and class struggle in socialist socioty wore forgotten: 
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'THEN IT WOULD NOT TAKE LONG, PERHAPS ONLY SEVERAL YEARS 
OR SEVERAL DECADES AT MOST, BEFORE A COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY 
e al RESTORATION ON A NATIONAL SCALE INEVITABLY OCCURRED, THE 
ue? MARXIST-LENINIST PARTY WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY BECOME A REVISIONIST 
PARTY, AND THE WHOLE OF CHINA WOULD CHANGE ITS-COLOUR. - 
ee eS COMRABES JUST THINK OF IT -- WHAT A DANGEROUS PROSPECT!'" 
("A Theoretical Weapon for Making Revolution under: the Dictatorship 
of the Proletariat", ins "Hongqi" (Red Flag) cited ins: : "Peking 
~ Review", No. 26, 19673 p. 28-29). 


In this passage the essentials of tho counter-revolutionary 
strategy -- the strategy of the thief who calls "Stop thief!" -- 
are revealed. Tho "socialist education movement" was to be directed 
ostensibly against 'tounter-revolutionary revisionism". 


In his report on the work of the government to the National « 
Peoplé's Congress in December 1964, Premier Chou En-lai referred 
to this "social education movement" as a "cultural revolution" 
directed primarily against "bourgeois ideology": 


e "Speaking on the tasks of the cultural revolution, the 
Premier pointed out that in the period of socialism the - 
overriding task'on the idsological and cultural fronts is 
thoroughly to combat capitalism, to promote the proletarian 
ideology and eradicate the bourgeois ideology". 

(Chou ‘En-1aiz Report on the Work of the Government, in: ° "Main 
Documents of the First Session of the Third National People's 
Pec of the People's Republic of China"; Peking; 1965; 
p.' 29). 


“The presentation of the "cultural revolution" as directed against 
"bourgeois ideology" opened the door.to its direction against the * 
representatives of the national capitalist class in leading positions 
in the Party States Ss aay ser as © nl eae as Ge 


This step was taken by Mao Tse-tung in January 1965, when ** 
he declared that the main targot of the "cultural revolution" was 

e "those within ‘the Party who are in authority and ar and are ee ie 
capitalist road™. Toad". “in 


", . ‘Some Current Problems Raised in the Socialist- 
Education Movement in the Rural Areas', that is, the '23- 
article document' drawn up under the personal guidance of 
e Chairman Mao in January 1965, . . CHAIRMAN MAO PUT FORWARD FOR 
THE FIRST: TIME THIS VERY IMPORTANT THEORY: 
-eSITHE MAIN TARGET OF THE PRESENT MOVEMENT IS THOSE WITHIN 
THE RARTY wHo ARE IN AUTHORITY AND ARE TAKING THE CAPITALIST 


Roap'" 
("A Theoretical Weapon for Making Revolution under the 
e .siDictatorship of the Proletariat", in: "Hongi" (Red Flag), 


cited in: "Poking Roviow", No. 26, 1967; p. 30). 
The Attack on the Peking Party 


» This formulation aroused the strong opposition of the national 
e capitalist faction in the leadership of the Communist Party and-when, 
at the September and October 1965 moetings of the Contral Committee, ~ - 
Mao Tse-tung pressed for an offensivo against a leading member of the 
national capitalist faction, Wu Han, writer and doputy-mayor of Peking, 
the Central Committee rofused. 
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‘Between September and October 1965, Chairman Mao suggested 
that’ Wu Han who opposes the Party and socialism should be e 
criticised and repudiated. But tho handful of top Party persons 
in authority taking: the capitalist road aefueed to carry : thee. 
out and used every means to counter it". : 
("Two !Diemettically Opposed Documents", in "Hong" (Red Flag), 
wits cited in "Peking Review? No. 23, 19673-p. 22). 


In October 1965 hao Tse-tung accordingly went to Shanghai, 
where mombers of his counter-revolutionary landlord/comprador 
capitalist faction held leading positions in the Party apparatus. 


On November 10th, 1965 the first shot was fired at tha Peking . $ 
Party leaders in an article by Yao Wen-yuan published in.the Shanghai: e 
press: 


"The proletarian revolutionaries in Shanghai resolutely 
implemented Chairman Mao's instruction, Under the direct 
guidance of Comrade Chiang Ching (Mao's wife -~ Ed.), 
Comrade Yao Wen-yuan wrote 'On the New Historical Drama "Hai 
Jui Dismissed from Office"?, and the publication of this 
article bogan in the ideological sphere the criticism and 
repudiation of Wu Han and other anti-Party, subicscoialie® 
representatives of the bourgeoisis". 

(ibid. ; pe 22)5, % * ve wpe 


ae e 
"Hai gut Dismissed from Office" was a pley wet in the: “6th 

century written by Wu Han and first published.in: 1961. In Decomber 

1965 Mao Tse-tung made it clear why his counter-revolutionary « 

Faction found the play so objectionable: 


"On Decanber 21, 1965, Chairman Mao once again pointed . e 
° Gut explicitly that 'THE CRUX OF tHAI 3JUI DISMISSED FROM 
OFFICE' WAS THE QUESTION OF DISMISSAL FROM OFFICE. . « IN 1959 
WE DISMISSED PENG TEH-HUAI FROM TICES AR PENG TEH-HUAI IS 
"HAI JUI'", 
(Ibid. p.-22). 


The Peking Party leaders strongly resisted the attack-upon Wu Ran f 


"The Bong Chen counter-revolutionary: clique, under the 
connivance of and shielded by the top Party person:in authority 
taking the. capitalist road (i.e., Liu Shao-chi --Ed.) abused 
its powers, forbade the Peking press to reprint the article 
by Comrade Yao: Won-yuan, and. . did all-in their power 
to prevent Chairman Mao's directive on the crux of 'Hai Jui . 
Dismissed from Office' from being known. They flagrantly resisted 
the directive". . eae: 
(Ibid.s p. 22). 


Having failed to break into the Peking or the national press, 
which was controlled by the national capitalist faction headed 
by Liu Shao-chi, the: counter-revolutionaries began, from April 1966, 
to make use of the newspaper of the army "Jiefang jun Bao" (Uibaration 
Army Daily) as their national organs An wae 


On April 18th, 1966 this peper published an editorial entitled:: 
"Hold High the Great Rod Banner of Mao Tse-tung's Thinking: 
Actively Participate in the Great Socialist Cultural Revolution". Mat ay 
This declared: fe Hee ay 3 said 
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e "There exists in our literary and art circles an anti- 
Party, anti-socialist black line running counter to Mao Tse-tung's 
thinking. . . We must . . take an activo part in the great 
socialist revolution on the cultural front, thoroughly eradicate 
this black line and complotely liquidate its influence. . . 
We must. not mind boing blamed for "brandishing the stick’. . . 
e Wo must: carry’out Chairman Mao's ‘instruction and. . take 
an active part in the socialist cultural Beverurtons unswervingly 
carrying it through to the end". 
("Editorial in "Jiefangjun Bao” (Liberation Army Daily), cited in: 
"Peking Review", Na. 18, 1966; p. 6, 9, 10). 


@ On May 10th, 41966 Yao Won-yuan wrote another article in ‘the 
"Jiefang Ribas". (Shanghai Daily) entitled "On 'Throe Family Village!", 
This extended: the attacks on the Peking Party to include two other 
leading members,: Teng To and Liao Mo-sha'who, along with Wu Han,- 
were described as ‘running a "gangster inn" which had made the three 
journals controlled by the Peking Party -~ "Beijing Ribao" (Peking 

e Daily), "Beijing Wanbao" (Peking Evening Neus) and the fortnightly 
“Qianxian" (Front Line). into 


", ., instruments for opposing the Party and socialism". 
_s. (Yao Wen-yuan: "On ‘Three Family Village'', in: ."Jiefang 
.:Ribao" (Shanghai Daily), May 10th, 1966, cited ins "Peking 
e Review", No. 22, 1966, pe. 5). : 


“te was later announced that Wu Han and Teng To hed "committed 
suicide" on uiSent emer 26th; 1967. 


The ‘Seizure of tho Central Committce 


Up to May 1966 tho faction representing the national capitalists, 
headed by Liu Shao-chi, had been able to persuade’a majority of the 
membors of the Central Committeo of the Communist Party to resist 
the demands of the faction hoaded by Mao Tso-tung that the "cultural 
revolution" should bo directed against ‘loading members of their 
e faction. 


But when the Central Committee met in May 1966 the propaganda 
campaign against the loaders of the Peking Party was at its height, 
and in theso. circumstances some members of the Central Committee 
who had previously sided with the national capitalist faction shifted 

® their position when Mao Tse-tung and his supporters opened an 
attack upon the"Group of Five in Charge of the Cultural Revolution", 
which was led by Peng Chen, First Socrotary of the Poking Party, 
Mayor of Peking and a member of tho Political Bureao of the CC of 
the CPC, who had pisyed a peseeng role in the exposure of Soviet 
revisionism. 


The leaders of tho "Group of Five" wore accusod of eaekang 
to protect 


", , those representatives of the bourgeoisie who have 
sneaked into the Party, the government, tho army and various 
e cultural circlos". 
(Circular of Central Committee, CPC, May 16th, 1966,- cited “in: 
"Peking Review", No. 21, 1967; p. 9), 
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and of fey e 
pe ae Mei to plage postrictione’ on the proletarian loft, : 
‘ta. impose taboos and commandments in order to tie their _ 
2) «hands, and.to place all sorts.of obstacles in the way | of ue 
the proletarian.cultural revolution". a. a 2 
(ibid. 5 pe 9). . ea ie e 


as cli ar ‘na jority decision, the Central - Conmittes enproved a 
resolu tion along the: aso lines, together wu with the dissolution of the 
"Group of Five”. the samo nesting set up a now Cultura, Revolution 


o July Chen Po-ta, Mao's former secretary and editor of "Honggi" e 
(Red Flag) since 1958, was appointed! 4 leader of the "Cultural 
Revolution Groups sone EH 


: Tho attack on the Peking Party Continuos 


On May 25th, 1966 ‘seven students at Peaking University put -up.a e 
"big-character poster" attacking Lu Ping (President of the University 
and Socretary of its Party Committes), Sung Shih (Deputy Head of, tho: 
department in charge of university affairs of the Peking Municipal 
Party Committeo) and a woman comrade Peng Pei-yun (Deputy Secretary 
of :the University Party Committee). Following the line of the 
counter-revolutionary ‘faction at the Central Committee meeting a e 
fow days earlier, these leading Party members were accused of following 
the line put by Sung Shih at an emergency meoting at tho university 
on May 14th, when he was alloged to have said: | 


"When tho massos arise, they need to be led on to the 
correct path"... e 
. ("What are Sung Shih, Lu Ping and Pang Pei-yun Up To in 
the Cultural Revolution", in: "Poking Review", No. 37,. 1966; 


pe 19), ay? 
while> eu Ping and Peng Poi-yun were 9 alleged to have saids 
e 
"Leadership is urgently neoded to guide the advenent 
towards a correct orientation". 
(Ibid.; pe 19). 
It was thus cloar, “declared tha big-character poster, ¢ é 
that these’ Party leaders at: Peking Univorsity were guilty of a e 
Ss te ,_suppzossing A tha massos' revolution", 
(te Se A # 20). : 
vi iaéthe mastay acted with the call: 
: e 
"Rovolutionary intelloctuals, now is the time to go into 
battle! Let us unito, . . thoroughly, totally and complotely 
wipe out all ghosts and monstors and all Khrushchovian-type 
counter-revolutionary revisionists and carry the socialist 
revolution through to the manele: oe 
(Ibid. 3.p. 20). d ; : : e 


’ On June 2nd, 1966 "Remnin Ribao" (Poopie's Daily) now. 
controlled by a Contral Committeo dominated by the counter-revolutionary 
faction headed by Mao Tso-tung, carried the attack upon the Peking 
Party leaders furthor: 
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e "Poking University’. ..is a key point of. the 'Threo- 
Family Village' sinister gang, a stubborn bastion used by 
them to oppose the Party and socialism. . . Tho people of ip. move 
the whole country will rise up, opposa and knock down all 2 + | 
those who oppose Chairman Mao The whole nation will = 
smash their sinister gang, sinister sorbentes tion and sinister 

e discipline to pieces". 

("Hail a Big Character Poster at Poking University", in: 
"Renmin Ribao (People's Daily), (ckted ins "Peking Review", 
No. 37, 19665. ps 2s 22). : 


On the following doy June 3rd, the: ground being fow well 


e prepared, the Central Committee "reorganisod" the Peking Municipal 
Committes of the:Panty, appointing Li Deven feng as its First 
Secretary in place of Peng Chen. ~~ => 


On the same day the easngankaeae Peking Party Committee id 
dismissed tHe: editorial boards of its journals "Beijing Ribao" 

e (Peking Daily), "Beijing Wenbao" (Peking Evening News) and 
"Qianxian" (Front Line) -- the daily papers continuing under new 
editorial boards while publication of” “the fortnightly journal was 
suspended. 


The "reorganised" Poking Municipal Committeo also "reorganised" " 
e the Peking University Party Committee, dismissing Lu Ping and y Fens 
Pei-yun from their posts. - 


On June 15th, 1966 the leadership of the Peking Comniantat 
Youth League was’ "reorganised". ‘ 3 


e On June 24th, the firet direct attack upon Peng Chen Bppssned 
in "Renmin Ribao" (People's Daily)< : 5 


., On Decomber 4th, 1966 Peng Chen was desaod from his bed and 
"arrested" by "Red Guards" during tho night. On December 12th 
he was displayed before a rally of 100,000 "Red Guards" in a Peking 
6 stadium and before further such rallies on January 4-5th, 1967. 


"The Masses" 


.:Having won control of the High Command of the People's Liberation 
Army and the Central Committee of the Communist Party, tho counter- 
e revolutionary faction headed by Mac Tse-tung required a mass 
movement of a fascist: character to act as the spearhead oF their 
tounter-revolutionary offensive. © tate 
The force to which thay turnod in this; ;connection was what fi they 
described as "the masses": 
* “PUT DARING BEFORE EVERYITHENS ELSE AND BOLDLY ROUSE THE 
MASSES. 

The outcome of, this igtioat cultural ‘revolution will be 
dotermined by whethor tho Party leadership does or ‘does not 
dare*boldly to arouse the masses". 

e (Decision of tho Contral Committee of the Chinese cammuniet 
Party concerning the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, 
Ha 8th, 1966, cited in: "Peking Review", No. 33, 1966; 
p. 7). 
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One is reminded forcefully of the tactics of the trotskyites 
in the Soviet Union in tho last stages of their open struggle against e 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, tactics to which Stalin Z 
referred at the-15th Congress of the CPSU (B.) in Docember 1927: 


“Lastly, the.opposition organised an anti-Party, anti- 
Soviet, demonstration, appealing to the 'street', appealing 
to non-prolctarian elements. How can one talk about Bolshevik ‘'"" e 
traditions whon one. appeals to the 'street' against one's a 
own Party, against.one's own Soviet regime? Who has ever 
heard that Bolshevik traditions permitted such an outrageous” 
act, which bordors on direct counter-revolution? . 

What if the opposition had had a little more strongth behind 
it? Is it not obvious that its appeal to the 'streot' would a 2 
have turned into an open putsch, against the Soviet regime?" 3 Es, 
(3. V. Stalin: Reply to the Discussion on tho Political Report 
of the Central Committee, 15th Congress, CPSU, ins "Works", © «++ 
Volume 10; Moscow; .1954;.p- 375-6). : 


When the representatives of the natidnal capitalist faction 
pointed out that unless the "boldly aroused masses" were led by-the 
organs of the Party at all levels, leadership of them would inevitably 
be taken over by reactionary, countor-revolutionary eloments, “tho 
faction headed by Mao Tse-tung replied: oe 


"LET THE MASSES EDUCATE THEMSELVES IN THE MOVEMENT. 
In tho great proletarian cultural rovolution, tho: only 
mathod is for the masses to liberate themsolves. » - aa 
Trust- tha masses, rely on them and respect their initiative. 
Cast out fear. Don't be afraid of disorder. « . Let tho 
massos educato thomselvos in this great revolutionary movement". - 
(Decision of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist @ 
Party concerning the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, 
Bt eg 1966, cited in: "Peking Roviow", No. 33, 1966; 
Pp. 7-8). 


ee . 
. Against whom were the massos_ to diroct their "revolutionary 
strugglo"? . 2 : L 
"The main target of the prosent movement is “those within 
the Party who aro in authority and are taking the capitalist 
road". 
(Ibid. ; ps 8). 


"It is ossential to hold fast to this main orientation in*the 
struggle". ‘ i ee 
(Lin Piaos, cited in: "Hold Fast to the Main Orientation in’ th 
Struggle", in: "Hongi" (Red Flag), cited in: ‘"Peking Review": 
No. 39, 1966; pr 22). 

"The masses" must, of course identify "those within the Party 
who are in authority and are taking the capitalist road: . * to Beth ate 


Haye Tk 54 hy z :, 
It is imperative that those within the Party who are in 

authority and are taking the capitalist raad should first be 

identified, and.that the utmost should be done to identify them 

without error and to unmask thom completely". 4 ea 

("A Programmatic Document of the Great Proletarian Cultural ‘-- @ 

Revolution"; in: "Hongqi" (Rod Flag), cited ins "Poking Review", 

No. 34, 1966; p. 20). - ia? i 
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But how are the "masses" to identify without error "those who are 
within the Party who aro in authority and are taking the capitalist road"? 


» Marxism-Leninism Currents Today, 2021 Bill Bland Internet Archive 


Not, of course, by what they say, for they will claim ‘to be 
revolutionaries and not counter-revolutionaries: 


"Their speciality is to wave 'rod flags! to oppose the red 
flag" . 
("Oppose Economism and Smash the Latest Counter-Attack by 
the Bourgeois Reactionary Line", ins "Renmin Ribao" (People's 
Oaily), cited in "Peking Review", No. 4, 1967; p. 13). 


"The masses" can identify "those within tho Party who are’in * 
authority and are taking the capitalist: road" by their opposition to 
e "The Thought of Mao Tse-tung", i.c., the ideology of the: counter 
revolutionary landlord/comprador capitalist faction headed by Mao Tse-tung: 


“Enyce, 
"The attitude towards Mao Tso-tung's thought, whether to accept it 

or resist it, to support it or opposo it, to love it warmly or” .: 

be hostile to it, this is the touchstone to test and tho watershed 
e betwoen true revolution and sham revolution, between revolution and 
counter-revolution". “ oh Reals 3 Sh 
("Mao Tse-tung's Thought is the Telescope and Microscopo of our 
Revolutionary Cause", in: "Jiofangjun Bao" (Liboration Army Daily), 
cited in: "Poking Reviow", No. 24, 1966; p. 7). 


; "The asses" can also identify “those within the Party 
who are in authority and ara taking the capitalist road!'from tho 
“fact that they tesist the "spontaneous" movement of ‘the masses directed 
at then: eee 


e ee "Those who have wormed their way’ into the Party ahd are: taking 
‘the capitalist’ road . ¢:are extremely’ afraid of being ‘exposed by « 
the masses ‘and therefore seek every possible pretext to suppress 
the mass movement". iat . vue BSRds. 5 taht 
(Decision of the Central. Committee of the Chinese Communist Party 
concerning the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution", August 8th, 
e 1966, ins "Peking Review", No. 33, 1966; ‘p. 7). 


"The masses" can identify "thoso within the Party who’are in-:: 
authority and are taking the capitalist road" .from be“fact that they - 
present the "cultural revolution” as a’ counter-revolutionary movement 
ane ship of the "cultural 


and strive to divert "the masses” against the 
e Tevolution™: earhe aa tar D ; 


"Thay call white black and switch tho, target of the struggle 
by turning its apearhead against tho proletarian revolutionary 
line, the proletarian revolutionary headquarters and the revolutionary 
c) masses", J a 
("Oppose Economism and Smash tho Latest Countor-Attack by the 
Bourgcois Reactionary Line", in: "Renmin Ribao" (Pecple's Daily), 
cited int "Peking Reviow", No. 4, 1967; p. 13)0-° : 


"Making usa of that portion of political power thay exercise’ 
e in those departments and localities under thoir control, this 
handful of persons . . want to brand as a *counter-revolutionary! 
“anyone who rises up and rebols against them and oven dismiss or 
imprison him". - 
("Proletarian Revolutionarics, Unite", in: "Hongqi" (Rad Flag), 
cited int "Peking Reviow", No. 4, 1967; p. 16). 
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~The Call to Robollion tt a 


The Central Committee of the Party, now dominated by the pro-US 
landlord/comprador faction headed by Mao Tse-tung, met from August 
4st-12th, 1966 and on August 8th approved-a resolution confirming 
the orientation of the "cultural revolution" already outlined. 


On August Sth Mao Tse-tung personally issued a big-character 


poster giving the call to rebellion: "BOMBARD THE HEADQUARTERS!" e 


"“tBombard. the Headquerters' . . was a’ groat call to battle 
to the whole Party and the people of the whole country". 
("Completely Smash the Bourgeois Headquarters", in: “Hongqi” 
(Red Flag), cited in: "Peking Review", No. 33, 19673. p. 6-7). 


“+ Qne of the main slogans made use of in the propaganda of the ¢ 
counter-revolutionaries was taken from a speech made by Mao Tse-tung 
in 1939: oe tee, ees 


"Rebellion is justified". .; on ; * 

(Mao Tse-tung: Speech at. a Meeting of People from Various . 
Walks of Life Celebrating Stalin's 60th Birthday Anniversary, 
cited in: "Peking Reuiow", No. 15, 1967; ps 9). ; 


Whatever the usefulness of this slogan in particular circumstances, 
"pebellion" is not a term used in the slogans of Marxist-Leninists. 
"Rebellion" signifies a rising, usually of a spontaneous character, 
against a state. But. whether such a rising is progressive or reactionary 
depends .on the class ‘character of the state concerned.and on the class _ , 
character of the forces rising against it. Clearly where, as in China 
in 1966, there existed no political party representing the interests 
of the working class, the call to "rebellion" against the "nau-democratic"™ 
state, dominated by a faction representing the interests of the national 
capitalists, could only be a_call to counter-rovolution, Po 


ae acmha The "Red Guards" 


However, the countor-revolutionary pro-US landlord/comprador ” 
capitalist faction headed by Mao Tsa-tung needed a vanguard shock force ® 


to lead "the masses" along the desired path. 


On June 13th; 1966-schools and colleges wore closed indefinitely 
to enable students’ and pupils to take part in the “cultural revolution". 
From them the first units of "Red Guards" were formed in June/July 1966 . e 


"The Red Guards are the shock force of the great proletarian 


cultural revolution". é _ 
("In Praise of the Red Guards", inz. "Hongqi" (Red Flag), cited in: 
"Peking Review", No. 39, 1966; p. 15). it. 


The youth of tho "Red Guards" were distinguished from those of, e 
the Communist Youth League (which was still under the leadership of. 
the national capitalist faction headed by Liu Shao-chi) by their 
fanotically committed role as "young soldiers of Mao": 
"The Red Guards say, and say it well: Chairman Mao is e 


our red commandor and we are the young, red soldiers of Chairman 


Mao. «+ 
They carry with thom copies of "Quotations from Chairman . 


Mao Tse-tung. « « 
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The young Red Guard fighters are concentrating all their forces 
to strike at the handful of bourgeois rightists, and their main 
e target is those in. power within the Party who aro taking? the 
capitalist road".. 3 
(Ibid.; p. 15, 16). 


At first ‘the "Red. Guards" wore generally seen correctly as 
young reactionary hooligans. But at a mass meeting in Peking’ on August 
e 18th, 1966, Mao Tse-tung signified his approval of the movement by 
donning the. red, apmband a wong: by; the: "ed: Guards 


When the Red Guards. first. ‘appeared in June and 5ury 
:: 1966, thay consistedionly of several score people:and:-were’ 
-smeared as a ‘reactionary organisation', .; «they: wererattacked 
and assaulted from all sides. :However, the great proletarian 
revolutionary Chairman Mao . . sang the praisa of the Red 
, Guards for their: proletarian revolutionary rebel spirit and 
4 gave them firm and warm support. Chairman-Mao's. Voice-was like a 
clap of spring thunder. In a very brief time, Red:Guards. 
developed in schools all over the country, in many factories and 
e Tural areas, and became an enormous and powerful cultural 
revolutionary army. . . They have served as the vanguard". 
("Carry the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution. through to the 
E "Renmin ee (People!s. Daily), cite 
Review", “No. 45 19673 De ns 


e i From August to fiaveubor 1966, "Red Guards" were. evarcouraged ,toscome 
to Peking and some 9 million took advantage of free rail transport 
and accommodation to come to the capital. Between August’18th and 
November 26th sight mass demonstrations were held in Peking at which 
_ Mao Tse-tung reviewed a. total of 11 million "Red Guards!$x?- 


e Ouring their :sojourn in Peking, the "Red Guards" from the provinces 
.{7 ' ys were accommodated in army barracks, and were given ideological and 
military training, before being sent back to their home towns and 
villages to "spread the flames of the great proletarien: quitural, 
° mayolution, snepuphaut the country": . 23 $ aor 


“Last jaan when millions of young revolutionary fighters 

came to .Psking, .PLA men received them warmly and trained them. 

They’saw to it that these youngsters had proper meals and 

warm lodgings and passed on to them the glorious traditions of 

the PLA..: They. enabled these young revolutionary fighters to take 

¥ part in at least one’ of the great Tien An Men square reviews by 

e Chairman Mao and later saw them all safely off to spread the 

.. HuacefLames;.of tha great: proletarian cultural revolution “eeauahaut 
the country". 


("PLA's Now Contributions in Serving ene ‘People", ine "paking i 
Revieuty Noe 36, 1967; p. 6). 
e the eaneetanacy class ‘background of: the leaders of the "Red Guards" 


) ,was.tacitly admitted by "Nenmin Ribsao" (People's Daily), in January 
1967,; when it took to task those who drew attention to this ‘on the 
grounds, that they were "advertising the reactionary 'theory of family 
lineage": . 7 


e : "This very small number of persons who stubbornly cling 
:- to the bourgeois reactionary line made use of the-slogan:\) 'A 


.hero's, sonis.a real-man! A reactionary's son-is no damned 
good!' to bewilder a number of students, create factions and 
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‘confuse the elass fronts. . . The way these people with 
ulterior motives have made use of the slogan-is in essence to e 
advertise the exploiting classes' reactionary ‘theory of family 
lineage'". 
("Carry the Great Proletarian Cultural: Revolution through to the 
End", in: "Renmin Ribao" (People's Daily).,: cited. in "Peking ‘Reviow", 
- Nos .1, 1967; pe 10). seh WE 
Inspired by their glimpse of "the greatest genius of all time", ® 
and by the military and ideological training given to them, the "Red 
Guards" proceeded to "spread the flames of the great proletarian cultural 
revolution throughout the country" by attacking the'offices of the 
Communist’ Party, by beating, torturing and killing its officials, and 
i gmashing records of such “bourgeois” composers as Bach and Beethoven. e 
The attack upon the Communist Party of China, the lower organs of 
which were still controlled by the national capitalist faction headed 
by Liu Shao-chi, had begun. : ‘ 
_The Assault on the Cultural and Propaganda Organs. e 
‘At the’end of June 1966, the counter-revolutionaries began a! 
press campaign against a leading member of tho national capitalist 
faction, Chou Yang, Deputy Director of the Propaganda Department of 
the Communist Party, who had played a prominent pale .in tho: campaign 
against the Chinese "rightists" and;,against, Soviet revisionisms!3%: e 
Lee : i. 


i §ChouYang ..' » was, the ringleader of the black line against 

the Party, socialism and Mao Tse-tung's thought in literary and 

art circles. <. What a black-hearted, hideous character he. is, « « 

_ the lord of hell in literary and art circles". oe oth a 
auink(wur Chi-yen: "Repudiate, Chou Yang's Revisionist Programme id uN e 

for Literature ‘and Art",. i "Peking Review", No. 34,° 1966; pe. 29, 37). 

In Suly 4966 Lu Til (minister of Culture and Director of the” 
Propaganda Department of the Party), together. with Lin Mo-han (Deputy 
Minister of Culture) were dismissed from their. posts’ for Raving been 
responsible for the appointment of Chow Yang...: Tag Chuwas appointed e 
Director of tha Party's Propaganda Department and General ‘Hsiao’Wang-tung 
Acting Minister of Culture. 3 recs ee F - 


* On December 20th, 1966 Lu Ting-yi was "arrested" by "Red Guards", 
and on January 3rd, 1967 the arrest oF Chou Yang was officially announced. 


Meanwhile Tao Chu had taken @ stand against the counter-revoltitionary 
"cultural revolution! > and on. January 10th, 1967,-a special rally 
was held in Peking to denounce hime a 


_, "After he took charge of the Propaganda Department.of the: 

“vipentral Committee, Tao Chu became “the faithful agent’ of the top: * ~ e 
Party ‘person in authority taking the capitalist road in’ suppressing’ 
the revolutionary masses. He did his utmost to opposes Chairman’ ~ ae 
{Ma's great big-character poster 'Bombard the Headquarters'.' He ~ 
tried his best to protect the monsters. « « He shouted himself 
hoarse that 'in the great cultural revolution it is correct to 
doubt ‘averyono'". aa rae caer 
(Yad Wen-yuan: "Comments on ‘Tao Chu!s :Two: Books, in: "Renmin Ribao" 
(People's' Daily), cited in "Poking Review", No. 38, 1967; p.'16)« 
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Tao Chu was also. charged with having spoken disparagingly of 
Mao: Tse-tung, "the great rad sun", in an article entitled "The Sun's 
Radiance" by saying: 


"The sun itself has black spots on it". 
(Tao Chu: "The Sun's Radiance", cited by: Yao Wen-yuan: 
ibid.}: p. 43). , 


On February 13th, 1967 it was announced that Wang Li (Acting _ 
Editor of Renmin Ribao") had :been appointed Direc tor, oF the Propaganda 
Dsepartmont of the Party in place of Tao Chu. 


The Assault on tho Pross 


tin August 1966 the "Chineso Youth Daily", tho or n “of tho, 
Roman vet) Youth League, was Closod down. 


On saptetitiai 3rd, 1966 tho "Boi jing Ribao" " Geling Daily), tho 
editorial: board of which had boon "roorganised" in June, suspended 
publication. . It“ reappeared’on January 20th, 1967, ‘when it carried 
“an-@ditorial deriouncing the "crimos"- of its former editors. 


During November 1966- about: half tho staff of "Renmin Ribao" 
(Peoplo's Daily) wore transferrod to other duties; This signalled 
a general "reorganisation" of tho editorial boards of newspapers 
throughout the country -- "Jeifangjun Bao" (Liberation Army Daily) 
and aHebede (Red Flag) béing-the only major organs unaffected. 


The Beneule on the Young and Trade Union Organisations 
oe aneeearietoent mimarereoes Ss 


In Aliguee 1966 the Communist Youth League was dissolved and its 
members advised to join "Red Guard” organisations. In September an 
e exhibition was opened at the former headquarters of the” League to 
illustrate the "crimes" of its former leadership. " 


“On January 3rd, 2967°the All-China Trade Union Federation was 
dissolved and its functions transferred to a Late orgenieation; the 
. Chinese Association of Hed Rebels". ts po 
These ‘moves proved Gilccbeins to the nafority! ‘of the members, 
and both organisations continued to operate illegally: 


“ "By ordering the dissolution of the conservative organisations, 
we had simply deepened their members! antagonism towards us. . - 
e As a result, not only did the conservative organisations remain 
intact, but those individuals who had been wavering rejoined them". 
(The Red Rebel Column of the North China Structural Metals 
Plant: "How We Achieved Unity Against the Enemy", in: "China 
Reconstructs"; October, 1967; p. 48). 


e Accordingly, in March 1967 the Communist Youth League and the 
All-China Trade Union Federation were permitted to function legally 
under "reorganised" leaderships. 


e As the "Red Guards" began thoir assaults upon the organs of the 
Communist Party in all areas where these wore controlled by the 
national:.capitalist faction headed by Liu: Shao-chi, these organs 
directed their members to resist theso attacks and called upon the 
workers, peasants and soldiers in their areas to defend the organs 
of the Party. 
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The counter-revolutionarics were, therefore, compelled to wage a 
propaganda offensive against such clauses of the Party Constitution 
as that which laid down: ee phi : 


“Each individual Party member shall submit to the decisions® 
of the Party organisation to which he belongs". 
(Constitution of the Communist Party of China, cited in: Liu Shao-chi: 
"On the Party"; Peking; 1950; Pp. 171)5 


denouncing Such principles as "bourgeois discipline" and "counter- 
revolutionary discipline": 


“Diehards who take the capitalist road have absurdly 
identified the leadership in their own units with the Party's 
Central Committee and the entire Party. Making use of the great 
love which the’ broad masses.of workers, peasants and soldiers 
have for the Party, and making -use of some among the masses: who 
did not- know the truth, they have raised such slogans as: ' Defend” 
the Party. committees in your own locality, and of your own 
department; and if there were. revolutionary students who criticised 
them and rose in rebellion against.-them, these revolutionary ‘tudents 
were said to be tanti-Party*". tte 
(“Workers, Peasants and Soldiers Must Firmly Support the 
Revolutionary Students", in: . "Renmin Ribao" (People's Daily) 

~“npeking Review", Nos 35, 1966; p- 18). gets 


Wan important weapon of> these reactionary elements for 
preserving their reactionary rule is to illegally use the name? a 
of, the Party and turn Party discipline into bourgeois discipline .~ 
‘ta’ repress ‘the masses’ and oppose: revolution. This counter= 
evolutionary discipline must be thoroughly smashed". 

("On Revolutionary Discipline and Revolutionary Authority of the 
Proletariat" in: "Hongqi" (Rod Flag).; cited in: "Peking Review", 
Nos 7 19675 pe 18)e © oe 7 4 ate? : e 


"Qbedience! Absolute obedience! Unconditional obedience 
The minority, though correct, must subordinate to the majority 
that is wrong; the subordinate, though correct, must: submit to the 
superior who is wrong; the individual though correct, must_~ 
absolutely submit to the organisation that is wrong. This is: 
nothing but counter-revolutionary discipline imposed on the 
revolutionary masses by the No. 1 Party person .in authority 
. taking the capitalist road in order to maintain his reactionary 
rule". 
_. (Red Guards' Regiment in’ the Mao Tse-tung's Thought Philosophy 
~and Social Sciences Department of the Chinese Academy of e 
Sciences: "Bury the Slave Mentality advocated by China's Khrushchov", 
in: "Renmin Ribao" (People's Daily), cited in: "Peking Review", 
No. 16, 1967; p. 14). fap. a0 se 


Thus, declared the counter-revolutionaries, Party members and 

the "masses" must reject this "bourgeois discipline" and accept e 
“proletarian discipline", “pevolutionary ‘discipline", that is, obedience 

%o the "Central Committee’ oF the Party (controlled by the counter- 

Tovolutionary faction headed by Mao Tse-tung) and to Mao Tse-tung 

personally: aa is 


"Ae for us proletarian revolutionary fighters, . . what 
we accept unconditionally is tha correct leadership of the Party's 
Central Committee headed by Chairman Mao". Mi 
(Red Guards' Regiment . . etc.: ibid.; p- 14). 
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"The proletarian revolutionary line that Chairman Mao 
e represents is the highest authority in the greatest proletarian 
cultural revolution. All provisional organs of power that carry 
out this correct line in directing the struggle to seize powor 
should have authority and do have it as a matter of course. 
Proletarian revolutionaries should take it as their obligation 
to assume such authority. This is the authority of the - 
e- proletariat". at 
("On Revolutionary Discipline . ., op. cite; p. 19). 


"Strengthen the diotstorship of the proletariat. Those 

who oppose Chairman Mao, Vice-Chairman Lin Piao, the Party 

Central Committesa's Cultural Revolution Group, and those who Bia 
e undermine the great cultural revolution or sabotage production : 

shall be immediately arrested by the Public Security Bureau". 

(The; Shanghai Workers! Revolutionary Rebel Goneral Headquarters 

and 31 Other Revolutionary Rebel Organisations: "Urgent Notice", 

cited: ins "Peking Review", No» 4, 19673. p. 9). @ 

a) : 


e “The "Weltanschauung" of thd, Chinese Countor-Rovolutionaries 


The: German:monopoly capitalists, in imposing and maintaining their 
fascist diotatorship, found it desirable to foster an official 
"Weltanschauung" (World outlook) which-only "traitors" would dare to 
question. =: gly tee ; 


The Chinese: pro-US ex-landlord/comprador capitalist classes, 
in striving:to:impose their military dictatorship, also found it 
desirable to foster an official "Weltanschauung" -- the "Thought 
of: Mao Tse-tung" -- based of such extracts from the writings end 
Speeches of Mao-as. they found useful to. their needs at: a particu), 
e moment: © : - 


neods:unifiod thinking. « . That ‘is Mao Tse-tung's 


"China 
+ thought"s: 
(Lin Piao: Letter on the Creative Study and Application 
of Chairman Mao's Works on the Industrial and Communications 
e Front, cited in: "Peking Review", No. 46, 19673 p.' 20). 


. "The absolute authority of the great, thought of Mao Tse-tung 
must be thoroughly established throughout the Party, the army,.: 
the country and the world". , 
(Yang Cheng-wu: "Thoroughly Establish tho Absolute Authority 
e of the Great Supreme Commander Chairman Mao", in: "Peaking 
Review", No. 46, 1967; p. 21). j 


The Cult of Mao's Personality 


In imposing their terrorist dictatorship through the fascist party, 
e the German monopoly capitelists found it useful to build up a "cult of 
personality" around the fascist leader Adolf Hitler, presenting him as 
lan infallible genius" whose every word must be obeyed as "patriots". 


In seeking to imposo their military dictatorship, the Chinese pro~ 
US ex-landlords and comprador capitalists also found it useful to build 
up a "cult of porsonality" around the revisionist leader who represented 
their Interests, Mao Tse-tung, presenting him as “an infallible genius" 
whose every word must be obeyed by patriots. . 
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The cult of Mao's personality began to take an extreme form in 
July, 1966, when great prominence was given to reports that Mao hed 
suum nina miles in the Yangtse. 


In the autumn of 1966 Mao reviewed some 11 million "Red Guards" 
in Peking, prior to their return homo to "spread the flamas of the 
cultural, revolution". At the same time all the propaganda organs 
controlled by. the counter-revolutionaries began to publish large 
photographs of Mao in avery issus, he being described as: 


", . the great teacher, great leader, great supreme 
commander and great helmsman". 
("Peking Review", No. 38, 1966; Pp. 3)e 


On August 8th, 1966 it was announced that the country's entire 
printing industry would bo mobilised to print 35 million copies of 
Mao's writings by the end of 1967. 


In the spring of 1967, as it becamd obvious that the "cultural 
revolution" was failing to achieve its planned "blitzkrieg", the 
counter-revolutionaries proceeded to raise. to ever more exaggerated 
heights the cult of Mao Tee-tung, to whom the obedience of everyone 
in China -- and in the world! -- was due 


+, ,,,;"Chairman Mao is the Marxist-Leninist of our ora. 
Every sentence uttered by Chairman Mao is truth. «."+ Therefore 
we must act according to Chairman-Mao's instructions ~whether 
or not we have already fully grasped. its significance. « «+ 


A proletarian party must have its own true outstanding leader 


and it is necessary to establish 'his absolute revolutionary 
authority throughout the party". se 7 

(Lir-€hieh: . "Down with Slavishhess", * it 
Daily), cited in "Poking Review", Nos 27, 1967; Pp. 30) 


"If you are a revolutionary, a Marxist-Leninist, you will 
:,.dnevitably support the great leader Chairman Mao. «3 if 


:°7"Renmin Ribao" (People's 


you are a counter-revolutionary, an anti-Marxist-Leninist, you will 


inevitably oppose Chairman Mao. « « 
Chairman Mao is thevory red sun that shines most brightly 
in our hearts. Ho is'the great teacher, great leader, great 


supreme commandor and great helmsman selected by the proletariat 
and the revolutionary people of China and the world in the course 
of their protracted revolutionaty struggles. He is the authority 
of the world prolétarian'.struggle in the present era. + + .; 

= He has. the most profound Marxist-Leninist wisdom and the 
Tiohest experience in struggle. . » -~ 1 

Comrade Lin Piao says that a genius like Chairman Mao appears 

in the world only once in hundreds of years, or in China only 
once in thousands of years. Chairman Mao is the world's greatest 
genius. . . Chairman Mao will always be our supreme leader, our 
supreme commander and the red sun shining brightly in our hearts. 
Without him, there would not be the great Party we now havo, 
-nor our great army and great country; the Chinese people would 
“have nothing, and the people of the world would find it impossible 
to achieve their liberation. . . We will always follow him 
closely and thoroughly ostablish the absolute authority of our 
| great supreme commander Chairman Mao. ‘We pledge our lives to 
. defend Chairman Mao's position as the supreme leader. Anyone 
who ;opposes Chairman Mao stands condemned by all of us, the 
whole Party he will be denounced by all of us, the entire 
nation. « « ery 
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None of the earlier Marxist-Leninists personally, at the 
very forefront, directed as many important political and 
military campaigns as Chairman Mao. And none of them experienced 
such protracted sharp and diverse struggles as Chairman Mao hes". 
(Yang Chong-wu: "Thoroughly Establish the Absolute Authority of 
the Great Supreme Commander Chairman Mao", in: "Poking Roviow", 
No. 46, 1967; p. 17-18, 19, 20). 


In May 1967 


", . a hugo statue of Chairman Mao was unveiled at Tsinghua 
University in Peking". 
("Peking Reviow", No. 20, 1967; p. 5), 


and in the same month the Military Commission of the "Central 
Committee" of the Communist Party announced that, from tho middle of 
the month, a badge bearing the profile of Mao Tso-tung would be issuod 
to every mombor of the army: 


"The General Political Departmont of the PLA points out 
that the issue of the badges is an important event in the political 
life of the entire army. Wearing tho badges will remind the 
PLA men that their great leader, tho reddest red sun in their 
hearts, is always with them. . . 

The General Political Department urges all commanders and 
fighters, after receiving badges, to be still more loyal to 
Chairman Mao. ., act according to his instructions and be his good 
fighters". 

("Poking Review", No. 21, 1967; p. 13). 


And it was announced in July 1967 that 


", . more than 840 million copies of portraits of Chairman 
* Mao . . were printed in the 11 months from July 1966 to the end 
of May 1967". 
("Peking Review", No. 31, 1967; pe. 5). 


& "Mass Study" 


In order to foster the illusion that the counter-revolution was a 
"povolution" led by Marxist-Loninists", as well as to boost the leader 
of the countor-rovolution as "the world's greatest Marxist-Leninist", 
a campaign was instituted by the counter-revolutionaries for the "mass 
study" of theupitings of Mao Tsa-tung. 


Naturally, the study of the classics.of Marxism-Leninism -- the 
works of Marx, Engols, Lenin and Stalin -- was not encouraged, on the 
grounds that. 


", . in our era, the study of Mao Tse-tung's thought is the 
bost way to study Marxism-Leninism". 
(Yang Cheng-wus "Thoroughly Establish the Absolute Authority 
of the Great Supromo Commandor Chairman Mao", in: "Peking 
Reviow", No. 46, 1967; p. 22). 


On the othor hand, the doop study and analysis of Mao Tse-tung's 
works, which might rovoal the revisionist contont of some of tho more 
important of those works, was oqually discouraged as 
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Thus, in place of the deop study and analysis of Mao's works, 
the counter-revolutionarics demanded a form of "mass study" which 
would yield-the "quick, results" they wanted: ‘ - 


"Comrade Lin Piao . . showed amazing courage and determination 
in unswervingly and actively initiating the mass movement. for. the, 
creative studyand application of Chairman Mao's works throughout ©” 
the arniys! the Party, and the country...-..He has stressed the 
necessity: of. .using,."ao Tse-tung's thought to unify the thinking | 
of the entire Party and of the people of the whole country. - my 
First study what must be urgently applied so as to get quick 

., results". : : 
“" (Yang Cheng-wu: op. cit. p+ 22)... 


The book recommended above all others for the "mass study" of "the 
Thought of Mao Tse-tung" was "Quotations from Chairman Mao Tse-tung", 
and the "mass study" of this book of isolated quotations consisted , 
primarily of learning-them by heart. and reciting, chanting ar singing 
them collectively in the manner of.a religious ritual: 

wf ade 5 
"China's hundreds of, millions aro absorbedly studying the... 

"Quotations from Chairman Mao ‘Tse-tung'. . « The red, plastic~.. 

coverod pocket edition of the 'Guotations' has become the basic 

most constantly read book ofthe masses. «+ « 


You will hear people’ reading them aloud collectively at their 
work places, during work’ breaks, before a meeting, play or movies 
while travelling by train, bus or ship. . . They are determined 
to imprint every word on their minds, infuse every sentence into 
their blood". wl ‘ Esconfit 
("All China Studies "Quotations. from Chairman Mao Teo-tung'", in: 
"Peking Rev: ", Now 2, 1967; pe 14). é 


“The-masses are taking Comrads Lin Piao's advices "In order 
*“peally‘to master. Mao Tse-tung's thought, it ‘@"necessary to .etudy 
many of Chairman Mao's basic’ concepts over ‘and over again, and. ~ 
it ie best to memorise somo of,:his important passages.-' . - 
Workers, poasants, soldiers, revolutionary cadres and intellectuals, 
and young Red Guard fightcrs:are, « committing many of Chairman 
Mao's instructions to mémory.- Honce the public demand for 
_ Chairman Mao's instructions to bo set to music so that they can 
" be sung every day and at any timo, the better to imprint them ~ 
:in-one's mind more deoply.:. s | - slike 
“0. The workers say: . - ” 'Singing. these songs is as good as 
attending a political classere fap...) +, 
("Quotations from Chairman: Maa Set to Music", ‘ins’ "Peking Review", 
No. 2, 19673 pe 27). | 


"ag a result of this intense propaganda, the "little red book" 
came to acquire some of the characteristics of a “sacred object", a 
"charm" against "ghosts, domons arid-monsters": 


“Waving their red-covered ‘Quotations from Chairman Mao 
Tse-tung', the rovolutionary masses shouted again and again: 
"Long Live the People's Republic of Chinal'.. 

Holding 'Quotations from Chairman Mao Tse-tung' in their 
hands, Comrados Chou En-lai, Kang Sheng, « + went up, shook 
hands with them and embraced thom. « - 
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A group of Red Guard fighters then . . presented them with 
copies of the treasured rewlutionary book ‘Quotations from 
Chairman Mao Tse-tung' . . 
e The Indonesian fighters friends waved their copies of 
i ‘Quotations from Chairman Mao Tse-tung' to express their high 
respect". 
("Chairman Mao's Red Diplomatic Fighters Return Gloriously from 
Indonesia to Peking", in: "Poking Review", Noe 46, 1967; p. 36, 37). 


e "A handful of ruffians . . went so far as to burn a copy 
of "Quotations from Chairman Mao Tse-tung' which is most treasured 
by tho revolutionary people of the world and regarded by them 
as a poworful woapon against imperialism, revisionism and all 
reactionaries. Staff members of the Chinese Chargd d'affaires 
Office, who have enormous love for the great leader Chairman 
Mao, immodiately rushed out to stop the ruffians' shameless 
crime, and managed to seize evidence of the crime on the spot. . . 

On July 5, Chinese Charge d'Affaires ad interim Shen Ping 

lodged the most serious and most emphatic protest with the British 
Foreign Office". 
("Peking Review", No. 29, 19673 ps 40). 


A Further “Purge” in the Army High ‘Command 


On November 26th, 1966 it was announced at a Peking rally of 
“pevolutionary workers in the field of literature and art" that the 
Peking opera and ballet companies, together with the Philharmonic 
Orchestra, had been incorparated into tho army, and that Chiang 
Ching (Mao's wife) had been appointed adviser to the army on cultural 
work. 


On January 12th, 1967 a new committes was set up to taka 
responsibility for the "cultural revolution" in the army. It was 
e headed by Marshal Hsu Hsiang-chien, and included General Yang Cheng=wu 
(Acting Chief of Staff and author of the previously~quoted article 
"Thoroughly Establish tho Absolute Authority of tho Great Supreme 
Commander Mao Tse-tung"), Genoral Hsaio Hua, and Chiang Ching. 


On January 13th, 1967 the newspaper "Jiefangjun Bao" (Liberation 
6 Army Daily) called for a "purge" in the army. - 


On February 8th, following widospread ateikes: in the pravines 
of Szechwan said to have been "encouraged by the local authorities", 
Poking Radio denounced the Chongtu Military District, commanded by 
Marshal Ho Lung, (a momber of the Military Commission of the "Central 
e Committes” of the Party) as "a don of reactionary forces". 


On February 10th a poster attributed to Lin Piao appeared in 
Peking accusing anothor membor of the Military Commission, Marshal 
Chu Teh, of "ambition" and of being "an associate" of Peng Toh~huai. 


On February 11th it was announced in Peking that Marshals Ho Lung 
and Chu Teh had beon dismissed from the Military Commission. - 


On April 16th, 1967 it was announced that Marshal Hsu Hsiang-chish 
had becn removed from his post as director of ‘the “cultural rovolition™ 
in the armed forces for having opposed Lin Piao at’a recent meoting of ° 
the Military Commission and for having ignored Chiang Ching (Mao's 
wife) in her role as "adviser" to the army on "cultural work". 
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The Attack upon Liu Shao-chi and Teng Hsaio-ping 


In November 1966 posters appoared in Peaking denouncing the leading 
members of the national capitalist faction -- Liu Shao-chi, President e 
of tho People's Republic of China, and Teng Hsaio-ping, Genoral Secretary 
of the Communist Party of China. 


In April 1967 "Hongqi" (Rod Flag) opened an attack upon Liu Shao~chi, 
identifying him with the "No. 1 Party person in authority taking tho 
capitalist road". The main theme of these attacks was to present Liu e 
as a supporter of capitalism within China. The facts that support for 
the continuance of capitalism in China after the victory of the 
national-democratic revolution in China had long been tho policy of the 
Communist Party of China and that the principal author of this policy 
had been Mao Tse-tung, were, of course, not referred to. On the contrary, 
Mao was presented as having fought this policy in opposition to Liu 
Shao-chi: 


"Chairman Mao has said that THE FOUNDING OF THE PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA ON OCTOBER 1, 1949, MARKED THE BASIC COMPLETION 
OF THE STAGE OF NEW-DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION AND THE BEGINNING OF 
THE STAGE OF SOCIALIST REVOLUTION. Tho top Party person in authority 
taking the capitalist road, however, harped on a contrary tune, 
painstakingly preached 'consolidation of the new-democratic 
order', and campaigned for the development of capitalism in 
China". : 
(Chi Pen-yu: "Patriotism or National Betrayal?", ins “Honggi" 
(Red Flag), cited in: “Poking Roview", No. 15, 1967; py» 14). 


In April/May 1967, as part of the mounting propaganda campaign 
against Liu Shao-chi, the pross organs controlled by the counter- 
revolutionary fastion headed by Mao Tse-tung, opened an attack upon 
Liuts book "How to be a good Communist". The book, which consists of 
a series of lectures dolivered by Liu in July 1939 in Yenan, had, e 
over the twenty-eight years since its first publicatio , been widely 
used by the Communist Party of Chine as a textbook for the training 
of Party members and had been republished several times in new editions. 
In May 1967, however, it was suddenly discovered to be 


", , a big poisonous weed opposed to Marxism-Leninism" 2 
(Editorial Depts. of "Hongqi" and "Renmin Ribao": "Betrayal 

of Proletarian Dictatorship Is an Essential Element in the Book 

on 'Self-Cultivation™, in; "Honggi" and "Renmin Ribao", cited 

in: "Peking Review", No. 20, 1967; Pp. 7)« 


The "Revolutionary Committees" ~ e 


By the boginning of January 1967, the shock troops of the counter= 
revolution, the "Red Guards", had succeeded in building around them 
a section of “the masses" composed of open counter-revolutionarios, 
anarchists and trotskyitos, togothor with some potty bourgeois and 
working people who had been docieved by tho demagogic propaganda of the 
counter-rovolutionarics. 


And-in January 1967 these forces, calling themselves the 


"Rovolution Rebels", responded to Mao Tse-tung's call end launched 
their "January Revolution". 
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The aim of the "Rovolutionary Rebels" was to destroy tho organs 
of the Communist Party and of the "nde-domocratic"™ stato still under 


tho control of tho national capitalist faction headed by Liu Shao-chi, 


and to roplace them by new organs of power ropresonting the class 


interests of tho Pro-US ox-landlord and comprador capitalist classes, 
Those now organs of power wore namod “Revolutionary Committeos™. 


jese New organs of power wore named “Revolutionary Committees”. 


The first "Revolutionary Committee" was established on January 
14th, Tels in the province of Shansie 


The pkcclanation of tha Hoilungkiang "Revolutionary Committce" 
on January 31st, 1967 was typical: i, ¥ 

"The proclamation solomnly doclared that all Party 
government, financial and cultural power of the former Provincial 
Party Committce and Provincial People's Council belongs to the © 
Revolutionary Committeo as from the date of its founding. The 
leadership of tho Provincial Party Committees and the Provincial © 
“People's Council was thereby put to an end". 
("Peking Review", No. 7, 1967; pe 12). yh. ° f° Ore 


The obligatory constitutional structure of such "Revolutionary 
Committees" was that of the "Three-in-One" combination: 


"Chairman Mao has pointed out that in those places and 
organisations where power needs to be seized, the policy of the 
revolutionary 'three-in-one' combination must be carried out in 
establishing 4 provisional organ of power. . . This organ of 
Power should preferably be called a revolutionary committee". 
("On the Revolutionary 'Threo-in-One" Combination", ins v 
Lae (Red Flag); citec ins "Peking Revieu''y: No. 175 1967 
p. 14). : x #. re st wha” ae 


The most. ‘uaportant constituent of. this. theaeth cong ‘combination 
was to consist of i a i 


» tha representatives of the People! s Liboration Army 

units situated in the ara”. a 

(Ibid.; p. 14). > 

The ‘secorid constituont was to consist of representatives of ‘the: 
counter-revolutionary "Revolutionary Rebels" (uhich n now included the 
"Red Guards") described as 


", . leaders of revolutionary mass organisations that truly 
represent the broad masses". 
(Ibid.s p. 14). 


The’ third constituent was to consist of Party and former Party, 
and state officials who had come over to the side of the counter’ 
revolutionaries, described as 


", . revolutionary leading cadres", 
(Ibid.; p. 14). 
The necessity of winning over such "revolutionary leading cadres" 
was emphasised by the counter-revolutionary leaders: 
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. ‘'"Revolutionary ‘cadres shouldbe drawn into thé Povolutionary 
‘Provisional .organ of powor -because. they have greater -experieneo- 
.in the struggle, .are more capable in organisational and other 
“work and have a rolatively. high level of understanding of policy. 
A pressing, important task is now to draw a large number of 
revolutionary cadres, including those who have committed mistakes 
but who are correcting them in earnest, into the 'throe-in-one! 
provisional organs of power at all levels and to use them boldly. 
Only in this way can revolutionary organs of power with 
proletarian authority be established". pice 
("Implement Chairman Mao's Cadro Policy Correctly", ins "Renmin 
Ribao" (People's Daily), cited ins: "Peking Review", No. 44, 
19673 PB» 9), 


thud ee ay: 


qauens so 2 Sinaia? th ws 
In practioe, thd representatives of the army occupied the dominant 
positions in the “Revolutionary Tommitteos”. . 


‘The Struggle Against "Economism" 


One result of the damagogic "anti-capitalist" propaganda of the 
counter-revolutionaties was to misload some sections of the working 
class into believing that the "cultural revolution" represented a 
stage in the socialist revolution. where the Party and state organs 
remained under the control of the national capitalist faction, they 
attempted to win’and hold the support of the working class (as 
well as to expose the demagogic nature of the propaganda put out 
by the counter-revolutionaries) by ‘granting increases ‘in wages, 
by shortening working hours and by improving social services. . 


“The counter-revolutionaries were compelled to attack this “ 
policy under the guise of attacking “economism": 


a "The handful of persons in the Shanghai Municipal’Party | 
Committee who are in authority . . tried to. . shift the general 
orientation of tho revolutionary struggle by increasing wages 
and material benefits". h 

("Firmly Support the Revolutionary Peasant Movement, Thoroughly 
Smash Counter-Revolutionary Economism", ins © "Poking Review", 

No 5, 19673 ps 15). 


4 


a Tha reactionary olements fréely’ squandet the’ wealth’ of the. 

state, arbitrarily increasing wages and benefits... || 
This economism is opposed to Marxism-Leninism, Mao Tse-tung's 

vik thought". “ oa ee ; 

("Oppose Economism and Smash the Counter-Attack by the Bourgeois 

Reactionary Lino", in: "Ronmin Ribao” (People's Daily), cited ins 

"Peking Review", No. 4, 1967; p. 13-14). rae 


+c.'"tyg hope that you will become models ard +*.°opposing | 
economism and selfishness. ; ie daa Mel 
You should strengthen labour discipline. . . 
You should, in accordafice with: the ‘regulations laid down by the 
Party's Central Committee, firmly uphold the eight-hour work 
day". | 
2s (Central Committee, CPC: Letter to Revolutionary ‘Workers and 
Staff and Revolutionary ‘Cadres in Industrial end‘Mining ~ i 
Enterprises, cited in: "Peking Review", No. 13, 1967; pe 5S). 
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In contrast, the counter-revolutionary "Revolutionary Committees" 
were enjoined to shun "rash expenditure", to cut social services 


"Thrift and. frugality are tho qualities of the prolotariat, 
and extravagance and waE<e are jiphersotentetics of the bourgeoisie. 
hen “the proletarian sevalutionaics take. ‘Pinenitiar® ‘power 
into their own hands, they must be thrifty and must not authorise -;- 
expenditure rashly". 
("Practise Economy in Carrying out Revolution", in: "Renmin 
Ribao" (People's Daily), cited in: "Peking Rovieu'', No. 6, 
1967; p. 15). 4 ey was 


“Chairman Mao has said thats “THE PERIOD OF SCHOOLING MUST... 
BE SHORTENED... 8 
‘The lessons will consist mainly of the conscientious study 
of Chairman Mao's works ‘and of. quotations from his writings, of. 
documents relating to the great proletarian cultural revolution : 
and the criticism and repudiation of bourgeois teaching eitetiels 
and methods -- all being linked with the great proletarian pultural 
revolution". p 
("Re-Open Classes and Make Revolution in Primary and Savoridaiy’ % 
"* Schools", ins "Renmin Ribao": (People's Daily), cited in: "Peking 
Review", No.1, 19673 ps 1B, 14). 


And as for 


", , houses confiscated from capitalists" 

(Shanghai Workers" Revolutionary Rebel General Headquarters 
and 31 Other Revolutionary Organisations: "Urgent Notice", cited in: 
"Peking Review",-No. 4, 1967; p. 8),... : : 


by people who had thought the "cultural revolution" to be a stage in the 
socialist revolution, . 


"Those who have moved into houses seized by force must move 
eS back to their arenas lodgings within one week". 
(Ibid. p. 9). 


The Call to the Army ~ 


By January 21st, 1967, ‘the offonsive of the counter-revolutionary 
@ "Revolutionary Rebels" had been beaten off in every city and province 
in'the. People's Republic of China with the solitary exception of Shansi. 


On this day the counter-revolutionaries wero compelled to repudiate 
their original propaganda to the effect that tho "cultural revolution" 
was a movemont of "the masscs" against "a handful", and to order the 
Peso ats Liberation Army actively to intervene on the side of the 


rebels, Weven though they may be just a minority 


"The People's Liberation Army . . must . . firmly stand on 
the side of the proletarian revolutionaries. The PLA must firmly 
-io' ! support and assist them, for this is a great call from our great 
e leader Chairman Mao. Wo must follow Chairman Mao's teachings 
and enthusiastically, unequivocally and wholeheartedly support 
the. proletarian revolutionary rebels in rising to seize' power. 
Even though they may bo just a minority temporarily, we must 
support them without the slightest hesitation". © °“ 
("The People's Liberation Army Firmly Backs tho Proletarién 
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Revolutionaries", in: "Jiefangjun Bao" (Liberation Army Daily), 
cited in: "Peking Review", No. 5, 1967; p. 10). 


Peds 


The "Red Guards" being in these circumstances of little further 
use to the counter-revolutionaries, primary schools were reopened in 
February 1967, secondary schools in March 1967, and colleges in July 1967. 


Civil War 


But. even the order to the army to intervene actively on the side 
of the counter-revolutionaries failed to bring about the planned 
"blitzkrieg", 


ONLY AFTER ALMOST TWO YEARS OF BITTER: STRUGGLE -~ REACHING IN 
MANY AREAS OF THE COUNTRY THE LEVEL OF A FIERCE ARMED CIVIL WAR =~ 
DID THE COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY FACTION HEADED BY’ MAO TSE-TUNG SUCCEED’ 
IN ESTABLISHING ITS POWER THROUGHOUT CHINA. ae ee 


As the counter-revolutionaries expressed it euphemistically in 
June 19673 


"At present, the development of China's great proletarian 
cultural revolution is uneven". 
("A Theoretical Weapon for Making Revolution under the Dictatorship 
of the Proletariat", in: “Hongqi" (Red Flag), cited in: "Peking 
Review", No. 26, 1967; p. 32).. : 


The most important factor in the failure of the "blitzkrieg" was the 
fact that a large proportion of Party members and organs at all levels. ee 
were not deceived by the demagogic propaganda of the counter-revolutionaries 
but waged a ‘determined struggle to expose it and to arouse the working 
people, and in particular the working class, actively to resist the 
counter-rovolution: 


As Mao Tes-tung himself put it in a big-character poster in 
August 1966: i 


a 


S sading comrades fram the central down to the local 
levels have*.’. stbuéki down the-surging movement.of the great~"” 
cultural revolution of the proletariat". i Peet a 
(Mao*Tse-tung: - "Bombard the Headquarters",..in: "Peking Review", 
No. 33, °19675"“p. S)eF -te * *F o ey, : Ra ez 


This gave the national capitalist faction, headed-by: Liu Shao-chi 
"vary deep and far-reaching influence" (as the propaganda organs 
GF the countor-revolutionaries admitted) in their progressive struggle: 
against .the counter-revolution, resulting not merely in “desparate 
resistence” but "frenzied counter-attack". are 


"Tho most important plot and scheme of the very small number 

of persons who stubbornly persist in the bourgeois reactionary 
line is to incite ‘the masses to struggle against each other. 
Thoy have secrotly organised and manipulated some people and mass 

* organisations, whom they have hoodwinked, to suppress the revolution, 
protect themsolves, and to provoke conflicts in which coorcion 
and force are used in a vain attempt to create confusion. They 
spread rumours, turned black white and shifted the blame for the 
evil they had dono behind pooplo's backs on to the proletarian 
rovolutionaries, labolling the latter with the ‘bourgeois reactionary 
line". 
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. ("Carry tho Groat Proletarian Cultural Revolution through to tho 
Prenat End", in: -"Renmin Ribao” (People's Daily) citod in: "Poking Roviow, 
e No. 1) 1967; p. 10). 


"Some of thoso scoundrels have boon overthrown, but thoy still 
stubbornly rofuse to admit their heinous crimos against the Party 
and socialism. They soize avory opportunity to hit out wildly 
in a vengoful counter-attack. . . 

e In order to savo thomsolves from imminont destruction they 
invariably manipulato and mako uso of a numbor of conservative 
or reactionary organisations, mislead a soction of the People and 
wage desporate last-minuto struggles against the revolutionary 
forces. They como out into open, bare thair fangs and do not evon 
scruplo to lay thoir murdorous hands on prolotarian rovolutionarics". 
("Carry Rovolutionary Mass Criticism through to the End", ins 
"Ronmin Ribao" (Poople's Daily), cited in: "Poking Roview", No. 31, 
1967; -p. 6). 


Though the bourgoois hoadquarters has been strippod of its. 
organisational and administrativo power, the Pornicious influonce 
of the bourgsois reactionary lino pushed by them over a long 
period is vory deep and far-reaching. . . 


2 Aro not those stubborn class onemics still putting up a 
dosperato resistance and frenzied countor-attack?" 
:¢"Bombard the Bourgoois Headquarters", ins "Renmin Ribao" 
(People's Daily), citod in: "Poking Roview", No. 33, 1967;- p. 10). 


"There are now a handful of counter-revolutionarios who aro. . 
bombarding the proletarian headquarters, creating dissension 
and exploiting confusion", . 

e « .(Yao Won-yuan: -"Comments on Tao Chu's Two Books", in 
Reviews No. 38;°1967; p. 16). eo ehiee BK 


"Peking 


Tho leading forco in the resistanco to, and counter-offonsive 
against, tha counter-rovolution was the industrial working class, and 
widesproad protest strikes took placd in the Pactorics, ‘i 


This strike action developed in most aroas of China into armod 
strugglo, and in many aroas army units disoboyed the ordors-of their 
officers and cithor rofusod to intervene or joinod forcos with 
the working poople in rosistanco to tho countor~revolutionaries. Not 
unnaturally, comment was,scarco in tho propaganda organs of the 
countor-revolutionarios.on-theso mutinios within tho armed forcos: 


"This counter-revolutionary organisation has two aims: 
ono is to undormino and split tho leadorship of tho Party's 
Contral Committoc headod by our great loador Chairman [Mao 
and tho other is to undormino and split the main pillar of the 
dictatorship of tha Proletariat, tho great Chinose Pooplo's 
Liberation Army". 
(Yao Won-yuan: "Comments on Tao Chu's Tuo Books", in: "Poking 
Roviou", No. 38, 1967; p. 16). f 


"Owing to the oxtremo complexity of tho class struggle, 
e tho arduousnoss of tho tasks and lack of oxporience, it is 
inevitable that a fow loading mombers of the PLA units in some 
placos suffered from cortain shortcomings or made certain 
mistakes". 
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("The Groat Chinose PLA", in: "Hongqi" (Red Flag), citod ins "Poking 
Roviow", No. 36, 1967; p. 5). 


"In cortain places, some comrades in tho local army units 
may commit tomporary mistakes in giving their support because of 


-;, Of its members and-leaders. 


tho intricato and complox conditions of the class struggle". 


("On the Rovolutionary 'Throo-in-Ono' Combination", in: 
"Peking Review", No. 12, 19673 


(Red Flag), cited ins 


"Hons" 
pe 16). 


"In case they (i.e., the commandors and soldiers of the 
army -- Ed.), supported the: wrong side for a time, this should 


be corrected promptly". 


("Warmly Respond to the Call to Support the Army and Cherish the 


People", in “*Honggi" (Red Flag), cited in: 


"Peking Review", 


"This counter-revolutionary organisation dare not come out 


into the open. 
the last, few months. 


It has hidden itself underground in Peking for 
We have as yet not fully identified most 
For they send their people out -to 


paste up broadsheets and paint slogans only in the silence of the 


night". 


(Yao Wen-yuan: op. cit.; 


p- 16). 


The Victory of tho Counter-Revolution . 


In.the face of this determined resistance, the process of setting 
up counter-revolutionary organs of power in the form of "revolutionary 
committees" proceeded slowly, as follows: 


January 14th, 19673: *Shansi ¢ 
January 25th, 1967: ~ Kweichow i 

~ January 3ist, 19673 Hoilungkiang , 
February 25th, 1967: Shanghai municipality 
March 2nd,. 1967s Shantung Bs 
April. 20th, 1967: Poking municipality : 
August 12th, 1967: Tsinghai i aoe . 


Novomber 1st, 1967: * 
Decomber 6th, 1967: 


Inner Mongolia 
Tiontsin municipality 


January 5th, 1968: Kiangsi 

January 14th, 1968: Ninghsia 

- January 25th, 1968: - Kansu - 

January 27th, 1968: Honan « 
February 3rd, 1968: Hopeh 

Fobruary Sth, 1968: Hupoh 

Fobruary 21st, 19683 Kwangtung 

March 6th, 1968: Kirin 

March 23rd, 19683 Kiangsu 

March 24th, 19683 Chokiang gate 
April 9th, 1968: Hunan 3 : 
April 18th, 1968: Anhwei 

May 1st, 1968: Shonsi 

‘May 10th, 1968: Liaoning 

May 31st, 1968: Szochwan 

August 13th, 1968; Yunnan ' 

August 19th, 1968: “Fukien 

August 26th, 1968: Kwangsi 

Soptombor Sth, 1968: * Sinkiang 


Tibet 
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is On. September 7th, 1968 it was officially announced that tho "groat 
proletarian cultural revolution" had been victorious throughout the 
country: 


"Revolutionary cout boas have now beon set up in all tho 
provinces, municipalitics and autonomous rogions of ‘the country 
with the exception of Taiwan Provinco". 

("Long Live tho All-Round Victory in the Groat Proletarian 
Cultural Rovolution", ins "Poking Reviow", No. 37, 1968; p. 3). 

"Now wo can declare that through repcatod struggles during 
the past 20 months we have finally smashed the plot of the top 
Party porsons in authority taking tho capitalist road -- counter- 
revolutionary revisionists, ronegades, enemy agonts and traitors, 
headed by China's Khrushchov -- to restore capitalism, and fulfilled 
the great call issued by our great leader Chairman Mao". 

(Chou En-Lais Speech at Peking Rally, September 7th, 1268s ins 
“Poking Review", No. 37, 1968; p. 6). 5 


By this time.tho majority of the former loaders of the Communist 
Party had boen eliminated: 


"Of the 21-strong Political Bureau at the top, eight survive. .. 
Of the 90 members of the Central Committee, no more than a third 
are still actives Even worse at the lower levols: out of 270 
provincial and regional Party secretaries . . , 38 only are active. 
OF the six Contral Committee bureaux governing all China only two 
first Secrotarios survive". 
("The Times", April 18th, 1968). 


From October 13th to 31st, 1968, the Twolfth Session of the 
"Contral Committos" of the Communist Party of China (the first since 
7966) was held in Peking. It resolved to fomove Liu Shao-chi from all 
his positions and to expel him from the Party, as well as to holda 
Party Congress "at an appropriate time”. 


The "reorganisation" | of tho Communist Party -- the lower organs 
of which had virtually ceased to oxist during the "cultural revolution" 
-- then began, with careful. screening to eliminate all but dedicated 
supporters of the faction headed by Mao Tse-tung. The first Provincial 
Party Committee of tho "reorganised" party was formed in November 1969. 


In 1970 organs of the similarly "roorganised" Commu 
began to be reconstituted in the provinces. 


ist Youth 


Meanwhile tho 9th Congross of the Communist Party had been held 
in Peking from April Ist to 24th, 1969, under conditions of 
strict secrecy. The only information released about the activities 
of the congress was given in communiques. These recorded that the 
main report had been given’ by Lin Piao; that the congress had approved 
a now Party Constitution naming Lin Piao as Mao's "close comrade-in-arms 
and csicseoesaa that’ a Central Committee of 170 members had been 
elected; and that this, at its Pirst mooting on April 28th, had 
elected a Political Bureau of 21, headed by Mao Tse- 19 as Chairman 
and Lin Piao as Vice-Chairman, and containing a high 
high-ranking officers -- including fiarshal Yeh Chion: 
thu Teh, TetanSTA “General Hsu Shih- ~yu, General Chen Hs. Aieas Admiral 
Li Tso-peng, General Wu Fa-hsien, General Chiu Hui-tso, General 
Huang Yung-sheng, General Hsioh Fu-chih and Marshal Liu Po-cheng. 
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With the victory of the "cultural revolution" and tho establishment 
of new organs of power, the ruling class alliance in China now 
consisted of the pro-US ex-landlords and comprador capitalists, 
represented politically by tho faction headed by Mao Tso-tung. 
A RAPPROCHEMENT WITH UNITED STATES IMPERIALISM WAS THUS THE 
LOGICAL CONSEQUENCE OF THE VICTORY OF THE COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY 
"CULTURAL REVOLUTION". 
From 1969 onuvards, thercfore, a rapid change took place in the 
attitude of tho dominant section of the US imperialists towards tho 
People's Republic of China. 
On February 25th, 1971 US President Richard Nixon told Congress: 
“We are prepared to establish a dialogue with Poking. » « 
The Unitud States is prepared to seo tho People's Republic 
of China play a constructive rolo in tho family of nations". 
Qn July 15th, 1971 it was announced in Washington that Nixon 
had accepted an invitation to visit China, and tho visit took place, d 


amid much publicity, from February 21st to 28th, 1972. In his 
first speech in Poking Nixon put the now policy of the US imperialists 
towards China plainly: 


“What brings us together is that we have common interests. 
So lot us in these next five days start a long march 
together". 


The Attompted Coup of 1971 


The victory of the pro-US ox-landlord and comprador capitalist 
classes in the counter-revolutionary “cultural revolution" had turned 
back the clock of the national-domocratic revolution. The revolutionary 
forces which had brought about the partial victory of the national~ 
domocratic revolution had suffered a set-back, but thoy were far Prom 
destroyed or permanently defeated. In tho absence of a Marxist- 
Leninist party of the working class, tho leadership of the national- 
democratic revolutionary forces lay, for the timo being, without e 
challenge in the hands of the national capitalists, who saw a possible 
ally in their struggle in the most powerful rival to US imperialism, 
Sovi t_neo-imporialism. 


The national capitalists sought, in tho first place, to build 
up a chain of supporters in the armed forces and in the higher 
echelons of the ‘roconstituted Communist Party. oS 

The moves within the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
to bring about a rapprochoment with tho US imperialists -- moves 
which began in 1969 -- brought the contradictions within the 
general staff of the armed forces and within the Central Committeo 
of the Party to a head. By 1970 the national capitalists had succeeded 
in winning over to their sido nono other than Mao's "close comrade= 
in-arms and successor", Lin Piao. 
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At a meeting of the Central Committees of the CPC hold in Lushan 
from August 23rd to September 6th, 1970 Lin Piao led an attack on 
the faction headed by Mao Tse-tung for “botraying the cultural 
revolution" by moving towards rapprochement with United States 
imperialism, and was supported by 7 membors of tho Political. Bureau: 
Chen Po-ta (Mao's former secretary), Genoral Huang Yung-sheng 
(the Chief of Staff), General Wu Fa- sien, Admiral Li Tso-pong, 
General Chiu Hui-tso and Yeh Chun. The attack was successfully 
beaton of f by. a majority of the Contral Committee. s 


In March 1974 the _conspirators drow up’ "Document S71" which 
delineated plans to in which Mao 
(referred to in tha st-Leninist, but 
the greatest Poudal tyrant in Chinese history") was to be assassinated. 


The attempted coup was launchod, after an intense propaganda campaign 
eulogising Lin Piao, during the summor of 1971, on September 8th, 1971. 
It failod, and on Soptombor 13th Lin fled by air to tho Soviet Union 
with some of his 1 ) (according to the — 
official account) crash in tho Peoplo's Ropublic of 
Mongolia. ager dal * 


From August 23rd to 28th, 1973 the 10th Congress of the Communist 
Party was held. Tho main report was now given by Chou En-lai, the 
congress resolving to expol Lin Piao (posthumously) and Chen Po-ta 
from the Party, and revising the Party Constitution adopted in 1969 


to romove reference to Lin, Piao. 


Among those elocted to the Central Committoo at this congress 
was the former General Secretary, Tong Hsiao-ping, who had been a major 
targot during the "cultural. revolution” but had now “confessed his 
errors". Teng was made a Vice Promior and soon bogan to play a 
prominent role in state affairs, particularly after the illness of 
Promier Chou En-lai. 


In January 1974 a propaganda campaign against the philosophy of | 
Confucius (Kung Fu-tzu), which had been launched in the summer of 
7973, was linkod with a propaganda campaign against Lin Piao: te 


*"The bourgeois careerist, conspirator, doublo-dealer, 
renogade and traitor Lin Piao was an out-and-out disciple of 
Confucius". 

("Carry the Struggle to Criticise Lin Piao and Confucius through 
to the End", in: "Poking Review", No. 6, 1974; p. 5).. 


Foreign, Polfcy. “+ 


The’ main reoriantation in foroign policy of tho Pooplo's 
Republic of China aftor tho victory of tho pro-US ox-landlord and 
comprador capitalist classos -- that is, the rapprochement with-US 
imporialism -- has alroady boon mentionod. Nixon's visit of ~~ 
Fobruary 7972 was followed by visits by US Secretary of State 


Henry Kissingor in February and Novomber 1973. 


aly Consequent upon this dovolopmont, tho Chinose governmont 


established the closost rolations with statos within the devoloping 
US-dominated bloc, such as Pakistan and Romania. And in March 
1973 diplomatic rolations wore ostablishod with fascist Spain. 
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now heights, broaking out in 1969 into armed frontier clashes. 


The new regimo has sought to make use of the "anti-imperialist" 
image of "The Thought of Mao Tse-tung" to bring about oconomic, 
political and military penotration into colonial-type countrics, 
a8 well as into the still socialist Poople"s Repul of Aibania. e 
Among the moro lavish measures of financial "aid" to such countries 
were loans of". aa 


£18 million to Pakistan in Decombor 1968; 

£70 million to Pakistan in tho summer of 1970; 

£169 million to Tanzania in October 1970; e 
an unspecified amount to Albania in October 1970; 

an unspecified amount to Romania in Novomber 19705 

£9 million to Mauritania in April 1971; 

£10 million to Ceylon in June 1971; . 

£3 million to Ceylon in October 1971; 

£14 million to Sudan in December 19715 ® 
£10 million to Guyana in April 19723 

£17 million to Malta in April 1972; 

£17 million to Syria in May 1972; 

£40 million to Somalia in May 19723 

£24 million to Togo in September 1972; 

£3 million to the Malagasy Republic in January 1973; 

£20 million to Dahomey in January 1973; 

£5 million to Cameroon in March 1973; 

£20 million to Chad in May 1973; and 

£20 million to Senegal in November 1973. 


Among the more ambitious schemes for technical "aid" to colonial- 
type countries was tho agreemont of 1970 to send 13,000 Chinese 
technicians. to Tanzania and Zambia to assist in the construction 
of a railway (financed by. China) from the Zambia copper bolt to 
Tanzania. And schomes for military “aid" wore typified by the. 
agreement of April 1971 for Chinese officers to train the Congolese” 
army. 


But whore the foreign policy requirements of the new regime 
made it necessary, tho "anti-imporialist" mask of support for: 
"povolutionary movements of national liberation” was quickly dropped. 
Among the distinguished foreign Visitors fated in Peking were ~~~ 
General Ne Win of Burma (in August 1971), Emporer Haile Solassie 
of Ethiopia (since deposed) (in Octobor 1971), General Sosa obutu 
of Zaire (in January 1973), and Tun Abdul Razak, Prime Minister oF 
Malaysia. (in May 1974). And whon in 1977 the “national liberation 
movoment of the Bongali poople came into conflict with-China's - 
ally, the Pakistan military dictatorship headed by Yahya Khan,’ the - 
Chineso government gave full suppor to tho oppressors of the Bengali 
people. Z 
5 (For a full analysis of the lattor, soe: "THE PAKISTANI REVOLUTION", 
in "RED VANGUARD", No. 3, 1972). 


In many countrios the countor-revolutionary Chinese military 
dictatorship has supported "loft" revisionist parties and groups 
calling themsclves "Marxist-Leninist but basing themselves in fact 
on tho revisionist "Thought of Mao Tse-tung". 
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In the developes capitalist countries those maoist parties and 

@ “groups have objectively served imperialism by diverting from the 
cardinal task of building genuine Marxist-Loninist parties aspiring 
revolutionary socialists who have broken with right revisionism, 
and by supporting diversionary movements such as spurious "black 
nationalism", "Scottish nationalism", "Welsh nationalism", etc. 


CONCLUSION 


THE THOUGHT OF MAO TSE-TUNG", AS IT DEVELOPED UP TO 1949, 
FAR FROM BEING "CREATIVE MARXISM-LENINISM", REPRESENTED A F' 
"LEFT" REVISIONISM. 


THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA ESTABLISHED IN 1949, FAR FROM 
‘ BEING A "SOCIALIST" STATE, WAS ONE IN WHICH NATIONAL CAPITALIST 
ue + EXPLOITATION CONTINUED. A STATE IN WHICH THE NATIONAL CAPITALIST 
+ * CLASS SHARED ACTUAL POWER WITH THE PRO-US LANOLORDS ANO COMPRADOR 
CAPITALISTS, WITH THE FORMER IN THE LEADING ROLE. 


bad : AS THE SPLIT IN THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF CHINA DEVELOPED IN THE | 
YEARS AFTER 1949, THE FACTION HEADED BY LIU SHAQ-CHI CAME TO 
REPRESENT THE INTERESTS OF THE NATIONAL CABTTALISTS, WHILE THE : 
FACTION HEADED BY MAG TSE-TUNG CAME TH REPRESENT THE INTERESTS OF THE 
PRO-US EX-LANDLORDS AND CONPRADOR CAPITALISTS. 


° 
“THE "GREAT PROL! CULTURAL REVOLUTION" LAUNCHED BY THE 
- FACTION HEADED BY MAC TUNG Iv 7966 WAS A” COUNTER-REVOLUTION 

¢ ON THE PART OF THE PRO-US EX-LANOLORDS ANO COMPRADOR™ 
" BY WHICH THESE CLASSES TURNE 
: "REVOLUTION 
REPRESSIVE” 


t es ‘ THE REVOLUTIONARY FORCES IN CHINA HAVE, AS A RESULT OF THE 
. 2° * VICTORY OF THE "CULTURAL REVOLUTION" SUFFERED'A SEVERE SET~BACK, BUT 
' * THEY HAVE NOT BEEN DESTROYED OR PERMANENTLY DEFEATED. ~ THE REVOLUTIONARY ~ 
PROCESS IN CHINA WILL CONTINUE TO DEVELOP. IN PRESENT.CIRCUMSTANCES . 
THE REVIVAL OF THE NATIONAL~DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION CAN BE LED ONLY . 
BY THE NATIONAL CAPITALISTS, LEADING TO THE ESTABEISUPED TS OF A NATIONAL 
CAPITALIST STATE. 


BUT THE OBJECTIVE INTERESTS OF THE CHINESE WORKING CLASS REQUIRE 
ae THE RECONSTITUTION OF A MARXIST-LENINIST PARTY, PURGED OF ALL 
REVISIONIST TRENDS, WHICH CAN LEAD THE WORKING CLASS TO WIN FROM THE 
-NATIONAL CAPITALIST CLASS whe LEADING ROLE IN ae NATIONAL-DEMOCRATIC .. . -- 


REVOLUTION WHICH WILL ESTNBLISH THE POLITICAL Rone OF THE WORKING 
7 - CLASS AND ENABLE IT TO CONSTRUCT A GENUINE SOCIALIST SOCIETY. ~ 


Py THE MAOIST PARTIES AND GROUPS WHICH EXIST IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES 
REPRESENT, NO NUCLET OF GENDINE MARXIST-LENINIST PARTIES, e 
BUT "LEFT" REVISIONIST ORGANISATIONS WHICH OBJECTIVELY SERVE THE 
INTERESTS OF WORLD IMPERTALTSM. THE BUILDING OF GENUINE MARXIST— 
-LENINIST PARTIES, WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL IF THE WORKING CLASS*IN THE ” 
VARIOUS COUNTRIES IS TO MIKE SIGNIFICANT ADVANCES, THEREFORE REQUIRES 

e | THE EXPOSURE NOT ONLY OF SOCIAL-DEMOCRACY AND THE RIGHT REVISIONISM OF 

‘on * THE SOVIET TYPE, BUT ALSO OF THE "LEFT" REVISIONISM OF "THE THOUGHT 
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APPENDIX 
: DISCUSSION IN INDIA 


(An abridged version of the preceding report was given in the spring of 1975 e 
by @ member of the Communist League at the University of Delhi, before an 
audience consisting largely of maoist lecturers and students. We print below 

the questions and discussion which took place at that meeting). 


QUESTION:° The new Constitution-of the People's Republic of China, .adopted 
this year, makes it clear that the bourgeoisie and private property in the 
means of production have been abolished. How does the speaker reconcile 
this fact with the picture he has presented? 


ANSWER: , The new Constitution was not available in London before I left, 
but I have no reason to doubt what you say. I would simply say that a Con- 
stitution is merely a piece of paper. As you know, the Constitution of India 
states .. 


INTERRUPTION: It is an insult to compare the Constitution of India with that 
of the People's Republic ef China. 


ANSWER: Well, I have no wish to insult anyone. Let us take the Constitut- 
ion of the Soviet Unien. This says that Soviet society is "socialist", Would 
you therefore present that as prosf that the USSR is a socialist state? ... @© 
Clearly, you would not! The abolition of the bourgeoisie and of private 
property in the means of production is a fundamental social step of supreme 
importance. my" was this step -- if it has taken place -~'not been reported 

at any of the Party congresses held since the “cultural revolution", befere 
which it was clearly stated that the bourgeoisie Gid exist. And I would 
remind you that when Mao himself admitted that the Chinese bourgeoisie existed 
and was exploiting the working oueres whe yet described. China as a "socialist" 
society. * 

I repeat, therefore, that’ a : Constitution isa piece of paper; it 
presents the picture of the state’ concerned which its drafters wish people te 
believe; this picture may'or may not correspond to reality. - In many states, 
including the Soviet Union and China, I suggest’ that it 


does not. 
QUESTION: . If Mao is a revisionist, as the speakei', alleges, who are the i 
ponies We reams gaa in, China? 


ANSWER:' '"’ The: disruption of the international Beas novenent, brought 
about by right revisionists of the type of ithrushchov and Dange, and the 
further disruption brought about by "left" revisionists of the type ef Man, 
has left in most.‘countries a mere handful of revolutionaries who remain loyal 
to the principles of Marxism-Leninism. From these Marxist-Leninist organis~ 
ations have been formed in some countries, and will eventually be farmed in 
all countries, which will develop into Marxist-Leninist parties. Whether 

such a Marxist-Leninist organisation exists at present in China I do net knew; 
if it does -- and it is historically inevitable that it will -- then it is, 
of course, compelled to operate clandestinely. . 


QUESTION: .If, as the speaker says, Mao represents pro-US landlerds and 
comprader capitalists, how was it. that Mao led the struggle against US im- 
perialism in’ 1947-49? 


ANSWER: ‘The gicture drawn in the EE Ore which I believe is fully in 
accordance with the facts, is that in 1947-49 -- and indeed later -- the 
Chinese state was dominated by a class alliance between the national beur- 
geoisie and the pro-US landlords ‘and_comprador < comprador capitalists. The US imperial- 
ists strove to bring about a coalition government between this class alliance 
and their puppets, the Chiang Kai-shek clique, in which the latter wauld play 
the dominant role. This aim was unacceptable not only to the national bour- 
geoisie, but also te the pro-US landlords and comprador capitalists whe had 
(unlike the Chiang Kai-shek clique) fought Japanese imperialism over many 
years. It was this situation which led to the elimination of the Chiang Kai- 
shek clique from the mainland of China. 
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QUESTION: The speaker said that the exposure of Soviet revisiogjiggakyu bhe1 
Communist Party of China began only in 1960, after Mao had lost effective 
leadership. It is true that the public exposure of Soviet revisionism began 
in 1960, but the struggle against Soviet revisionism within the international 
; communist movement began in 1957, when Mao was, according to the speaker, in 
» effective leadership of the party. I suggest that this shows how illogical 

is the "analysis" made by the speaker. 


ANSWER: The fact is that Mao Tse-tung personally and publicly supported 
the 20th. Congress of the CPC in 1956, that the CPC delegation led by Mao 
signed the international declaration of 1957 which put forward the prospect 
of "peaceful,. parliamentary transition to socialism, that in 1959 the CPC 
publicly supported the revisionist attacks upon Stalin and defended the 
Yugoslav revisionists as “good Communists". I_do not -accept that this line 
sis one of "exposure of revisionism’. ~ i 

% That a qualitative change in the attitude of the Communist Party 
, of China towards Soviet revisionism took place after the removal of Mao from 


effective leadership, of the party is reflected in the fact that it was in. 
June’1960, in Bucharest, that Khrushchov opened his offensive against the 
CPC. 


QUESTION: Did I understand the speaker to be saying that the concept of the 
“encirclement of the town from the countryside is a “revisionist concept? 


e ANSWER: Yes. Marxist-Leninist principles call for the revolution to be 
led by the working class, which is centred in the towns. The maoist concept 
of enc*relement of the town from the countryside calls for the damping down 
of the class struggle of the urban working class, calls for the working class 
| to play a relatively passive role, since it is to be "liberated'' from the 
“ countryside by an army composed overwhelmingly of peasants. But Marxist- 
. Leninist principles hold that the peasantry cannot play the leading role in 
the revolution; it can only either follow the lead of the national bourgeois 
ie or follow the lead of the working class. And if the working class is 
persuaded to abdicate struggle to gain the leading role, the peasantry can 
only follow -- and so serve the interests of -- the national bourgeoisie. 
Yes; the strategy of the encirclement of the town from the countryside is a 
, revisionist strategy, which serves the interests, not of the working class 


but of the national bourgeoisie. 
QUESTION: How. does the speaker envisage the coming into being of a Marxist- 
Leninist party in India? 3 c 


ANSWER: The first step is for those who remain loyal to Marxist-Leninist 
principles.to get together and form a Marxist-Leninist organisation, based 
on democratic-centralist organisational principles. This will be the nucleus 
of a Marxist-Léninist party. It will publish journals giving a clear Marxist- 
Leninist.analysis of social development in India‘and the world. It will 
establish fraternal relations and hold discussions on common problems with 
Marxist-Leninist organisations in other countries. Its members will work act- 
ively in those progressive mass organisations where the most politically 
conscious workers are to be found, will seek to work in close collaboration 
with them, to draw them into. study circles on Marxism-Leninism and draw them 
into membership of the organisation. i geetin . 

I believe that members of the organisation will feel the need, as 
we in Britain do, of an international Marxist-Leninist organisation, and 

9 when a minimum number of Marxist-Leninist organisations have come into 

existence in various countries, I believe that they will feel it necessary 
to set up a Marxist-Leninist International on the lines of the Communist 
International. 4 


QUESTION: There are Marxist-Leninist groups which reject peaceful transition 
but which base themselves on "Mao Tse-tung Thought’. How does the speaker 
view such groups? : 5 


ANSWER: To reject peaceful transition and endorse the necessity of armed 
struggle does not mean that one has necessarily rejected revisionism. 

A revisionist ideology which serves the, interests of the national bourgeoisie 
of a colonial-type country must endorse the necessity of armed struggle, 
because. only by revolutionary armed struggle can tie national bourgeoisie 


Marxism-Leninism Currents Today, 2021 


» leading role? 


Bill Bland Internet Archivg 


www.ml-today.com www.marxists.org 
Uploaded 2021 


gain political power and proceed to build a national capitalist state in 

which it exploits the working class on its own and does not have to see the 

lion's share of this exploitation going to some foreign imperialist power. 

I would maintain that those who seek to build a Marxist-Leninist organisat- e 
ion must have rejected all forms of revisionism, including "Mao Tse-tung 
Thought". Without that, whatever they may succeed in building, it will not 

be a Marxist-Leninist organisation. | 


QUESTION: I want to make four points: ( 
: firstly, the speaker shows by his criticism of the policies of 
Mav Tse-tung, that he is not a Marxist-Leninist but a dogmatist, that he 
fails to understand the flexibility that Marxism-Leninism requires in 
successful strategy and tactics; 
J secondly, the speaker fails to understand that the national bour- | 
geoisie can play a progressive role in colonial-type countries; 
thirdly, in a semi-colonial country like China with a large 4 
peasantry and a small working class, why cannot..the peasantry p ay the 


fourthly, the speaker proposes the formation of a new Marxist- 
Leninist International. But the old Communist International made many mis— 
takes and at times held back the revolutionary movement. Today conditions 


in different countries are too diverse to permit a Marxist-Leninist Inter- a 
national to serve any useful purpose. 
ANSWER: With regard to your first point, of course it is essential to 


be flexible in strategy and tactics, but this flexibility must be within 


“the framework of Marxist-Leninist principles or it becomes revisionism. It 


is because ‘The Thought of Mao Tse-tung" departs from Marxist-Leninist prin- 
ciples that I denounce it as revisionist. And it must be remembered that the 
practice of all revisionists is to seek to excuse their departure from 

Marxist-Leninist principles with terme like "flexibility" and to categorise 


all who remain loyal to those principles as "dogmatists". 


With regard to your third point, for example, Marxist-Leninist 
principles hold that the peasantry, which is a rural petty-bourgeoisie, 
cannot play a leading role‘in the national-democratic revolution. This 
Teading role can be taken only by the national bourgeoisie or by the working 
class, and the peasantry can only follow the lead of whichever of these classes 
gains the predominant influence over it. If the leadership of the national- 
democratic revolution is not taken by the working class, then it must fall to 
the national bourgeoisie. e i ad nD igs 

Coming now to your second point, therefore, the national bour- 
geoisie can not only pllay a progressive role in a national-democratic revol- 
ultion, it can play the leading role. But where it does-so, as in China, 
there is no possibility of the national-democratic revolution being trans- 
formed into a socialist revolution. This can only be done when the working 
class has won the leadership of the national-democratic revolution in a 
process of class struggle which the revisionist ‘Thought of Mao Tse-tung" 
repudiates in the name of "national unity". x 

Finally, with regard to your fourth point: your, statement is 
equivalent to the revisionist line of "national roads to socialism” which 
are so diverse i. zpinelpe that an international Marxist-Leninist organis- 
ation is impract ible. It was indeed precisely on this spurious pretext that 
the revisionists dissolved the Communist International in 1943. But Marxist- 
Leninists hold, on the other hand, that the principles of the strategy of 
socialist revolution are of world-wide application, that the interests of the 
workers of all lands are fundamentally the same, that the Marxist-Leninist 


‘parties which will be formed in every state have much better opportunity of 
‘correcting mistakes quickly if they participate in an international Marxist- 


Leninist vanguard organisation whose members are drawn from all parties. 

The "mistakes'' made by the Communist International were for the most part not 
mistakes at all, but perversions of Marxist-Leninist strategy and tactics 
imposed on it by the revisionists who dominated it at various times. I believe 
that a Marxist-Leninist International will be as essential to the development 
of the world socialist revolution in the next period as Lenin considered it 
to be in 1919. 
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QUESTION: How does the speaker view the position of the AlbanialPinadeyl $921 
Labour, which supports the People's Republic of China? 


ANSWER: As a party which has remained loyal to Marxist-Leninist principles 


in its internal policy, which is constructing socialism in the People's 
Republic of Albania, but one which has made a serious mistake in its foreign 
policy in regarding the Communist Party of China as “a Narxist-Leninist Party" 
and the People's Reoublic of China as "a fraternal socialist state". The 
relations which have developed between the PRA and the PRC will, in our view, 
eventually lead to a crisis within the APL. This crisis will be resolved 
either by the APL exposing the revisionist character of the leadership of 

the CPC, just as it formerly led the way in exposing the revisionist character 
of the leadership of the CPSU, or by the APL leadership falling into the hands 
of revisionists ~- in which case the APL will cease to be a Marxist-Leninist 
Party and the PRA will eventually cease to be a socialist statc. Until and 
unless the situation is resolved in the latter way, we regard it as the 
cardinal duty of every socialist to give all possible supportto the People's 


Republic of Albania as, at the moment, the world's only socialist state. 


QUESTION: If Mao was, as the speaker says, a supporter of Soviet revisionism, 
how does he explain the criticism by the Chinese government of Soviet revis- 
ionism in relation to Cuba at the time of the missiles crisis? 


ANSWER: The Cuba missiles crisis took place in 1962, at a time when Mao, 
according to his own:‘testimony during the “cultural revolution", had been 
removed from effective leadership of the CPC. 


QUESTION: The speaker implies that, since the "cultural revolution", the 
Chinese Ieadership has made concessions of principle to imperialism. I know 
of none, Can the speaker give any examples. 


ANSWER: The Chinese government was almost alone in refraining from with- 
drawing its diplomatic representatives from Chile after the US-inspired 
counter-revolutionary coup there, recognising the military dictatorship 
immediately. 

Again, the Chinese government gave full support to the pro-US 
military dictatorship in Pakistan when it tried to suppress the national- 
liberation movenent of the Bengali people. 


INTERRUPTION: We do not recognise Bengal as a nation! 


ANSWER: But Bengal has all the characteristics which Marxist-Leninists 
recognise as constituting a nation, and the movement for autonomy -- later 
independence -- from Pakistan was undoubtedly a genuine movement of national 
liberation led by the national bourgeoisie. One has to choose here between 
accepting Marxist-Leninist principles on the national question and rejecting 
those principles in order to follow the line of the Chinese revisionists. 

However, if you are dissatisfied with that example, let me give 
another. The Chinese government is giving full support to the Shaikh of Oman, 
who is waging with the help of British imperialist forces a war with the aim 
of destroying the national liberation movement of the Omani people. Is this 

) the principled policy of "anti-imperialists", of "Marxist-Leninists''? 


QUESTION: If Stalin could make an alliance with British and French imperial- 
ism,at the timc of the Second World War, why is it necessarily wrong for Mao 
to make an alliance with US imperialism? 


ANSWER: At the time when the Soviet government sought to bring about a 
collective security alliance with British and French imperialism in the 
period prior to the outbreak of World War II, the imperialist powers of the 
world were divided into two groups. One group, with a high productive 
capacity and limited markets and sexrces of raw materials, was relatively . 
aggressive, in that it had a pressing economic need to redivide the aoeie 
to its advantage: these powers were the Axis powers of Germany and Japan. 
Another group, with lower productive capacity and extensive markets and 
spheres of influence, was relatively peaceful, having more interest in main- 
taining the world status quo than in changing it: these powers were Britain 
and France. 

The Soviet policy of attempting to prevent aggression by the Axis 
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powers by- establishing: a collective security alliance with these relatively 
peaceful imperialist powers was a principled one in these circumstances. 

The alliance with British imperialism came into being at a time 
when British imperialism was already at war with Germany and after Germany 
had attacked the Soviet Union. The result of this alliance was the defeat 
of these relatively aggressive imperialist powers, Germany and Japan, the 
securing of the socialist state from external destruction, the establishment 
of the People's Democracies in Eastern Europe and the victory of the national- 
democratic revolution in China. : 

Can it seriously be suggested that today US imperialism is a 
"relatively peaceful" imperialist power comparable to Britain in 1938-97 
On the contrary,. the United States is the most arggressive imperialist power 
in the world, which. is.interfering -- militarily or through its intelligence 
organs -- in every corner of the globe. There can be no principled reason, 


‘such as the aim of maintaining world peace, which could induce Marxist- 


~‘Leninists to ally a state under their leadership with US imperialism in the 


present period. 


-QUSSTION: Do y>u see any resemblance between the attitude of the CPC under 


Mao's leadership towards the Kuomintang and the attitude of the Communist 
Party of India under Dange's leadership towards Congress? 


ANSWER: I am only on a brief visit to your country and would not presume 
to analyse the political situation here in any depth. Clearly, however, there 
is a resemblance in so far as both the CPC and the CPC are both objectively 
serving the interests of a section of the landlords and comprador bourgeoiste 
dependent upon a foreign imperialist power, In the-case of China, howevets 
this imperialist power is the United States, while in the case of India it 
is the Soviet Union. » * ‘ 


